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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Broux and held at the City of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, on Mon- 
day, the third of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, being the 
Third Session of the Fifth Congress held under the Constitution of Government of the 
United States : 

On which day, being the day appointed by the Constitution for the annual meetin 
of Congress, the following members of the House of Representatives appeared, and 
took their seats, to wit : 

Abiel Foster, 
. Jonathan Freeman, 
From New Hampshire, William Gordon, and 
Peleg Sprague. 
Dwight Foster, 
Samuel Lyman, 
Harrison G, Otis, 
George Thatcher, 
Joseph B. Varnum, and 
Peleg Wadsworth, 


From Rhode Island, Thomas Tillinghast. 
$ chan W. Dana, 


From Massachusetts, 


Chauncey Goodrich, and 
Roger Griswold. 


J David Brooks, 


From Connecticut, 


Henry Glen, 

Jonathan N. Havens, and 
\ Hezekiah L. Hosmer. 
From New Jersey, Jonathan Dayton, (Speaker. ) 

David Bard, 
John Chapman, 
William Findley, 
From Pennsylvania, Albert Gallatin, 
Jobn A. Hanna, 
Blair M’Clenachan, and 
Richard Thomas. 


From Maryland, George Dent. 


From New York, 
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John Clopton, 
John Dawson, 

From Virginia, David Holmes, 
James Machir, and 
Daniel Morgan. 
Matthew Locke, 

$ Shani Macon, and 
Richard Stanford. 


From Tennessee, William Charles Cole Claiborne. 
Froin Georgia, Abraham Baldwin. 


Three new members, to wit : Jonathan Brace, returned to serve in this House asa 
member for Connecticut, in the room of Joshua Coit, deceased ; Robert Waln, returned 
to serve as a member for Pennsylvania, inthe room of Jolin Swanwick, deceased ; and 
Joseph Eggleston, returned to serve as a member for Virginia, in the room of William 
B. Giles, who has resigned his seat; uppeared, produced their credentials, and took 
their seats in the House. 

But a quorum of the whole number not being present, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning cleven o’clock. 


From North Carolina, 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1798. 


Several other members, to wit : from Massachusetts, Stephen Bullock ; from New 
Jersey, James H. Imlay; from Pennsylvania, John Wilkes Kittera ; from Maryland, 
George Baer, Jr. William Craik, and Samuel Smith ; from Virginia, Anthony New, 
Abram Trigg, John Trigg, and Abraham Venable ; from North Carolina, ‘Thomas 
Blount ; and from South Carolina, William Smith ; appeared and took their scats in the 
House. 

Anew member, to wit: Robert Brown, returned to serve in this House as a member 
for Pennsylvania, in the room of Samuel Sitgreaves, appointed a Commissioner of the 
United States under the sixth article of the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation; 
with Great Britain, appeared.and took his seat in the House. 

But a quorum of the whole number not being present, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning cleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1798. 


Several other members, to wit : from Massachusetts, Isaac Parker, John Reed, Samuel 
Sewall, and William Shepard ; from Connecticut, Nathaniel Smith; from New York, 
Lucas Elmendorf, John E. Van Alen, and John Williams; from New Jersey, James 

“Schureman ; and from South Carolina, robert Goodloe Harper and John Rutledge, Jr; 
appeared, and took their seats in the House. 

And a quorum, consisting ofa majority of the whole number, being present, 

The oath, or affirmation, to support the Constitution of the United States, as pre- 
scribed by the act, entitled “* An act to regulate the time and manner of administering 
certain oaths,” was administered by Mr. Speaker to the following new members, to wit: 
Jonathan Brace, Robert Brown, Kobert Waln, and Joseph Eggleston, who took their 
seats in the House on the third and fourth instant. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, to inform them that a quorum of this 
House is assembled, and ready to proceed to business ; and that the Clerk ofthis House 
do go with the said message. 

Ordered, That a Committee of Elections be appointed, pursuant to the standing rules 
and orders of the House ; : 

‘And acommittec was appointed, of Mr. Varnum, Mr. Joodrich, Mr. John Willams, 
Mr. Kittera, Mr. Dent, Mr. New, and Mr. Baldwin. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House cause the members to be furnished, during the 
present session, with three newspaper's, printed in this city, such as the members, re- _ 
spectively, shall chusc, to be delivered at their lodgings ; provided they do not execed 
the price at which subscribers, citizens of Philadelphia, are furnished with them. 


‘And then the House adjourned unti! to-morrow morning cleven o’clock. 


Bo Be a Si a Oe i eae aa 
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“THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1798.. 


Several other members, to wit : from Massachusetts, Bailey Bartlett; from Vermont, 
Lewis R. Morris ; from Pennsylvania, Andrew Gregg and Joseph Hiester ; from Mary- 
land, Richard Sprigg ; and from Virginia, John Nicholas ; appeared, and took their seats 
in the House. f 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker: I am directed to inform this House that a quorum of the Senate is as- 
sembled, and ready to proceed to business. The Vice President being absent, the. 
Senate have proceeded to the choice of a President pro tempore, and the honorable 
John Laurance has been duly elected. And then he withdrew. 

Gn motion, 
Resolved, That Mv. Dana, Mr. Venable, and Mr. Harper, be a committee on the part 
. of this House, jointly, with such committee as may be appointed on the part of the Se- 
nate, to wait on the President of the United States, and notify him that a quorum of the 
two Houses is assembled, and ready to receive any communications he may think proper 
to make to them. 
Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 
“A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have appointed a committee, on their part, jointly, with the 
committee appointed on the part ofthis House, to wait on the President of the United 
States, and notify him that a quorum of the two Houses is assembled, and ready to re- 
ceive any communications he may think proper to make to them. And then he with. 
drew. 

Mr. Dana, from the Joint Committee appointed to wait on the President of the United 
States and notify him that a quorum of the two Houses is assembled, and ready to receive 
any communications he may think proper to make to them, reported that the committee 
had, according to order, performed that service ; that the President signified to them he 
would make a communication to both Houses on Saturday next, at twelve o’clock, in 
the Representatives’ Chamber; and that his indisposition was the cause of postponing 
the proposed communication until that time. 

And thea the House adjourned until Saturday morning eleven o’clock. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1798. 


Several other members, to wit: from Connecticut, William Edmond ; from Marv. 
land, John Dennis and William Hindman ; and from Virginia, Thomas Evans and Wal- 
ter Jones, appeared and took their seats in the House. ; 

Ordered, 'That a message be sent te the Senate to inform them that this House is now 
ready to attend them in receiving the commnnication from the President of the United 
States, agreeably to his notification to both Houses on Thursday last ; and that the 
Clerk of this House do go with the said message. 

The Clerk, accordingly, went with the said message ; and, being returned, 

The Senate attended, and took seats in the House; when, both Houses being assem- 
bled, the President of the United States came into the Representatives’ Chamber, and 
addressed them as followeth : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


While with reverence and resignation we contemplate the dispensations of Divine 
Providence, in the alarming and destructive pestilence with which several of our cities 
and towns have been visited, there is cause for gratitude and mutual congratulations 
that the malady has disappeared, and that we are again permitted to assemble in safety 
at the seat of Government, for the discharge of our important duties. But, when we 
reflect that this fatal disorder has, within a few years, made repeated ravages in some of 
our. principal sea ports, and with increased malignancy ; and, when we consider the 
magnitude of the evils arising from the interruption of public and private business, 
whereby the national interests are deeply affected, 1 think it my duty to invite the Legis- 
lature of the Union to examine the expediency of establishing suitable regulations in 
aid of the health laws of the respective States - for, these being formed on the idea that 
contagious sickness may be communicated through the channels of commerce, there 
seems to be a necessity that Congress, who alone can regulate trade, should frame a sys- 
tem which, while it may tend to preserve the general health, may be compatible with 
the interests of commerce and the safety of the revenue. 


Vor. W153 
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While we think on this calamity, and sympathize with the immediate sufferers, we 
have abundant reason to present to the Supreme Being our annual oblations of grati- 
tude fora liberal participation jn the ordinary blessmgs of his providence, Yo the 
usual subjects of gratitude, I cannot omit to add one of the first importance to our well 
being and safety : 1 mean that spirit which has arisen in our country against the me- 
haces and aggression of a foreign nation, A manly sense of national honor, dignity, and 
independence, has appeared, which, if encouraged and invigorated by every branch of 
the Government, will enable us to vie v, undismayed, the enterprizes of any foreign 
Power, and become the sure foundation of national prosperity and glory. 

The course of the transactions in relation to the United States and France, which 
have come to my knowledge during your recess, will be made the subject of a future 
communication. That communication will confirm the ultimate failure of the measures 
which have been taken by the Government of the United States towards an amicable 
adjustment of differences with that Power. You will, at the same time, perceive that 
the French Government appears solicitous to impress the opinion that it is averse toa 
rupture with. this country, and that it has, in a qualified manner, declared itself willing 
to receive a Minister from the United States, for the purpose of restoring a good under- 
standing. It is unfortunate for professions of this kind, that they should be expressed 
in terms which may countenance the inadmissible pretension of a right to prescribe the 
qualifications which a Minister froin the’United should possess ; and that while France 
is asserting the existence of a disposition, on her part, to conciliate with sincerity the 
differences which have arisen, the sincerity of a like disposition on the part of the 
United States, of which so many demonstrative proofs have been given, should even be 
indirectly questioned. lt is also worthy of observation that the decree of the Direc- 
tory, alleged to be intended to restrain the depredations of French cruizers.on our com- 
merce, has not given, and cannot give, any relief; it enjoms them to conform to all the 
Jaws of France relative to cruizing and prizes, while ‘these laws are themselves the 
sources of the depredation of which we have so long, so justly, and so fruitlessly com- 
plained, 

The law of France enacted in January last, which subjects to capture and con- 
demnation neutral vessels and their cargocs, if any portion of the latter are of British 
fabric or produce, although the entire property belong to neutrals, instead of being 
rescinded, has lately received a confirmation, by the failure ofa proposition for its re- 
peal. While this law, which is an unequivocal act of war on the commerce of the na- 
lions itattacks, continues in force, those nations can see in the French Government only 
a Power regardless of their essential rights, of their independence and sovercignty ; and 
if they possess the means, they can reconcile nothing with their interest and honor but 
a firm resistance. 

Hitherto, therefore, nothing is discoverable in the conduct of France which ought - 
to change or relax our measures of defence ; on the contrary, to extend and invigorate 
them is our true policy. We have no reason to regret that these Measures have been 
thus far adopted and pursued ; and, in proportion as we enlarge our view of the por- 
tentous and incalculable situation of Europe, we shall discover new and cogent motives 
for the full development of our energies and resources. 

But, in demonstrating by our conduct that we do not fear war in the necessary pro- 
tection of our rights and honor, we shall give no room to infer that we abandon the de- 
sire of peace. An eflicient preparation for war can alone insure peace. It is peace 
that we have uniformly and perseveringly cultivated ; and harmony between us and 
France may be restored at her option. But to send another Minister, without more de- 
terminate assurances that he would be received, would be an act of humiliation to 
which the United States ought not to submit. Tt must, therefore, be left with France 
Gif she is, indeed, desirous of accommodation) to take the requisite steps. The United 
States will steadily observe the maxims by ‘which they have hitherto been governed. 
They will respect the sacred rights of embassy; and, with a sincere disposition on the” 
part of France to desist from hostility, to make reparation for the injuries heretofore in- 
flicted on our commerce, and to do justice in future, there will be no obstacle to the 
restoration of a friendly intercourse. “In making to you this declaration, I give a pledge 
to France and to the world that the Executive authority of this country still adheres to 
the humane and pacific policy which has invariably governed its proceedings, in con- 
formity with the wishes of the other branches of the Government, and of the People of 
the United States. But, considering the late manifestations of her policy towards fo- 
reign nations, I deem it a duty, deliberately and solemnly, to declare my opinion that, 
whether we negotiate with her or not, vigorous preparations for war will be alike in- 
dispensable. These alone will give to us an equal treaty, and insure its observance. 
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Among the measures of preparation which appear expedient, I take the liberty to 
recall your attention to the Naval establishment. ~The benefi cial effects of the small Na- 
yal armament provided under the acts of the last session, are known and acknowledged. 
Perhaps no cotintry ever experienced more sudden and remarkable advantages from 
any measure of policy than we have derived from the arming for our maritime protec- 
tion and defence. We ought, without loss of time, to lay the foundation for an increase 
of our Navy to a size sufficient to guard our coast, and protect our trade. Such a Naval 
force, as it is doubtless in the power of the United States to create and maintain, would 
also afford to them the best means of general defence, by facilitating the safe trans- 
portation of troops and stores to every part of our extensive coast, To accomplish this 
important object, a prudent foresight requires that systematical measures be adopted for 
procuring, at all tines, the requisite timber and other supplies. In what manner this 
shall be done, F leave to your consideration. 

I will now advert, gentlemen, to some matters of leas moment, but proper to be 
communicated to the National Legislature. 

After the Spanish garrisons had evacuated the posts they occupied at the Natchez 
and Walnut-Hills, the Commissioner of the United States commenced his observations 
to ascertain the point near the Mississippi, which terminated the Northernmost part of 
the thirty-first degree of North latitude. From thence he proceeded to run the bounda- 
ry line between the United States and Spain. He was afterwards joined by the Span- 
jsb Commissioner, when the work of the former was confirmed; and they proceeded 
together to the demarkation of the line. Recent information renders it probable that 
the Southern Indians, cither instigated to oppose the demarkation, or jealous of the 

- consequences of suffering white people to run a line over lands to which the Indian 
title had not been extinguished, have, ere this time, stopped the progress of the Con 
missioners. And coasidering the mischiefs which may result from continuing the de- 
markation, in opposition to the will of the Indian tribes, the great expense attending it, 
and that the boundaries which the Commissioners have actually established, probably 
extend at least as far as the Indien title has been extinguished, it will perhaps become 
expedient and necessary to suspend further proceedings, by recalling our Commis- 
sioner, 

The Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the fifth article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States and his Britannic Ma. 
jesty, to determine what river was iruly intended under the name of the River St. 
Croix, mentioned in the treaty of peace, and forming a part of the boundary. therein 
described, have finally decided that question. On the twenty-fifth of October they 
made their declaration that a river called Scoodiac, which falls into Passamaquoddy 
Bay at its Northwestern quarter, was the true St. Croix intended in the treaty of peace, 
as far as its great fork, where one of its streams comes from the Westward, and the 
other from the Northward, and that the latter stream is the continuation of the St. 
Croix to its source. This decision, it is understood, will preclude all contention among 
individual claimants, as it seems that the Scoodiac and its Northern branch Yound the 
grants of lands which have becn made by the respective adjoining Governments. A 
subordinate question, however, it has been suggested, still remains to be determined, 
Between the mouth of the St. Croix, as now settled, and what is usually called the Bay. 
of Fundy, lie a number of valuable islands. The Commissioners have not continued 
the boundary line through any channel of these iskinds, and unless the Bay of Passama- 
quoddy be a part of the Bay of Fundy, this fur her adjustment of boundary will be ne- 
cessary : but itis apprehended that this will not be a matter of any difficulty. 

Such progress has been made in the examination and decision of cases of captures 
and condemnations of American vessels which were the subject of the seventh article 
of the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States and Great 
Britain, that itis supposed the Commissioners will be able to bring their business to a 
conclusion in August of the ensuing ycar. 

The Commissioners acting under the twenty-first article of the treaty between the 
United States and Spain, have adjusted most of the claims of our citizens for losses sus- 
tained in consequence of their vessels and cargoes having been taken by the subjects 
of his Catholic Majesty during the late war between France and Spain. 

Various circumstances have concurred to delay the execution of the law for aug- 
menting the military establishment : among these, the desire of obtaining the fullest 
information to direct the best selection of officers. As this object will now be speedily 
accomplished, it is expected that the raising and organizing of the troops will proceed 
without obstacle, and with effect. 
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Gentlemen of ihe House of Representatives : 

Thave directed an cstimate of the appropriations which will be necessary for the 
service of the ensuing year, to be laid before you, accompanied with a view of the pub- 
lic receipts and expenditures to a recent period, It will afford you satisfaction to infer 
the great extent and solidity of the public resources from the prosperous state of the 
finances, notwithstanding the unexampled embarrassments which have attended com- 
merce. When you reficct on the conspicuous examples of patriotism and Liberality 
which have been exhibited by our mercantile fellow citizens, and how great a propor- 
tion of the public resources depends on their enterprize, you will naturally consider 
whether their convenience cannot be promoted and reconciled with the security of the 
revenue, by a revision of the system by which the collection is at present regulated, 

During your recess, measures have been steadily pursued for effecting the valua- 
tions and returns directed by the act of the last session, preliminary to the assessment 
and collection of a direct tax. No other delays or obstacles have been experienced, 
except such as were expected to arise from the great extent of our country, and the 
magnitude and novelty of the operation, and enough has been accomplished to assure 
a fulfilment of the views of the Legislature. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I cannot close this address without once more adverting to our political situation, 
and inculcating the essential importance of uniting in the maintenance of our dearest in. 
terests ; and I trust that, by the temper and wisdom of your proceedings, and by a har- 
mony of measures, we shall secure to our country that weight and respect to which it 


is so justly entitled. ‘ 
JOHN ADAMS. 


‘The President of the United States then withdrew, and the two Houses separated, 
i On motion, 
Ordered, That the speech of the President of the United States to both Houses be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday next. 
And then the House adjourned antil Monday morning cleven o'clock. 


MONDAY, BECEMBER 10, 1798. 


Anew Member, to wit: Richard Dobbs Spaight, returned to serve in this House as a 
Member for North Carolina, in the room of Nathan Bryan, deceased, appeared, pro- 
duced his credentials, and took his seat in the House 3; the oath to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States being first administered to him, by Mr. Speaker, according 
to law. 

Grdered, 'Fhat a Committee of Revisal and Unfinished Business be appointed, pur- 
suant to the standin g rules and orders of the House; 

And av smmittee was appointed, of Mr. Thatcher, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. New. 

Ordered, That a Committee of Clainns be appointed, pursuant to the standing rules 
and orders of the House ; 


And a committee was appointed, of Mr, Dwight Foster, Mr. Macon, Mr. Hanna, Mr. 


Jonathan Freeman, Mr, Imlay, Mr. Sprigg, and Mr. Van Alen. 

Ordered, ‘Vhat a Committee of Commerce and Manufactures be appointed, pursuant 
to the standing rules and orders of the House ; 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. Sewall, Mr. Waln, Mr. 
Rutledge, Mr. Schureman, Mr. ‘Tillinghast, and Mr. Blount. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Scnate have passed a resolution for the appointment of two Chap- 
lains to Congress, of different denominations, for the prescnt session, one by each House, 
who shall interchange weckly ; to which they desire the concurrence of this House. 
And then he withdrew. 

The said resolution was then read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself intoa Committee of the 
Whole House on the speech of the President of the United States to both Houses of 

congress ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said speech 
under consideration, and come to 2 resolution thereupon ; which he delivered in at the 
aay table, where the same was twice read, and agreed to by the House, as fol 
foweth : 


EEEE Bi att in Hoy. 
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“* Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that a respectful address ought 
to be presented by the House of Representatives to the President of the United States, 
in answer to his speech to both Houses of Congress at the commencement of this Ses- 
sion, containing assurances that this House will duly attend to the important objects 
recommended by him to their consideration.” i i . 

Ordered, That Mr. Dana, Mr. Venable, Mr. Harper, Mr. Hosmer, and Mr. Baldwin, 
be appointed a committee to prepare an address, pursuant to the said resolution. l 

A petition of N. H. S. Fournier, practitioner of physic at the town of Knoxville, in 
the State’ of Tennessee, was presented to the House and read, praying the liquidation 
and settlement of a claim for medicine and other supplies furnished the troops of the 
United States in the said State, from the twenty-cighth of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-six, to the thirticth of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven. 

Also, a petition of John Daniels, of Huntingdon county, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
praying to be placed on the list of pensioners, in consideration of in juries reccived whilst 
a serjeant in colonel Elias Dayton’s regiment of the New J ersey line, during the Revo- 
lutionary war with Great Britain, which has rendered him incapable of obtaining his 
livelihood by labor. 

Ordered, ‘That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of Claims. ; 

The House proceeded, by ballot, to the appointment of a Chaplain to Congress, on 
the part of this House ; and, upon examining the ballots, a majority of the votes of the 
whole House was found in favor of the Reverend Ashbel Green. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Ordered, That the speech of the President of the United States to both Houses be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


TUESDAY, DECEMRER 11, 1798. 


Two other members, to wit: Thomas Sinnickson and Mark Thomson, from New 
Jersey, appeared, and took their seats in the House. 

A message fromthe Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have procecded to the appointment of a Chaplain to Con. 
gress, on their part, and the Right Reverend Bishop White has been duly elected. And 
then he withdrew. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, ac- 
companying the copy of a letter from the commissioners of the city of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia, and sundry statements marked A, B, C, D, and E, exhibiting 
a view of the receipts and expenditures of all moneys entrusted to them; also, of the 
progress and state of the business, and of the funds under their administration, from the 
eighteenth of May to the eighteenth of November, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight ; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Thatcher, from the Committee of Revisal and Unfinished Business, to whom it 
was referred to examine the Journal of the last Session, and report therefrom all such 
matters of business as were then depending and undetermined, made a report, in part; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That the letter and report from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing a plan for regulating the collection of duties upon imports and tonnage, which were 
laid before the House on the twenty-fifth of January last, be referred to the Committee . 
of Commerce and Manufactures, with instruction to report thereon, by bill or other- 
wise. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'Vhat a committee be appointed to prepare and bring in a bill for establish- 
ing an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

‘Ordered, That Mr. Sewall, Mr. Harper, Mr. Hosmer, Mr. Venable, and Mr. Kittera, 
be appointed a committee, pursuant to the said resolution. : 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1798. 


Several other members, to wit: from Rhode Island, Christopher G. Champlin; from 
Pennsylvania, Thomas Hartley; and from Virginia, Carter B. Harrison ; appeared, and 
took their seats in the House. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution; 
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“ Resolved, That if any State against which a balance was reported by the commis- 
sioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United States and the several 
States, shall, within ———, either pay into the Treasury of the United States, or €x- 
pend, or, by a legislative act, engage to expend, in erecting, enlarging, or completing, 
any fortifications for the defence ofthe said State, at such place or places, and accord- 
ing to such plan or plans as shall be approved by the President of the United 
States, and under his direction, a sum in money or in stock of the United States, 
equal to the balance reported, as aforesaid, against such State, or to the sum assumed 
by the United States in the debt of such State, such payment or expenditure, when so 
made, shali be accepted by the United States as a fall acquittance ofall demands on ac- 
count of the said balance; and the President of the United States shall be, and hereby 
is, authorized to cause credit to be given to such State, cn the books of the ‘Treasury 
of the United States, accordingly : Provided, however, That no more than one-third part 
of the whole payment or expenditure that may be made by any such State, shall be 
made in three per cent. stock, nor more than one-third part of the remaining two-thirds 
shall be made in deferred stock: nd provided also, That any such State may obtain a 
full acquittance, as aforcesid, by the payment or expenditure of a sum of money suffi- 
cient, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, to purchase, at market price, 
the different species of stock, the payment or expenditure of which would be accepted. 
as a fall acquittance, as aforesaid : dnd provided further, That, if any such State, as is 
aforesaid, shall have expended since the establishment of the present Government of 
the United States, any sum in fortifving any place since ceded by such State to the 
United States, or which may be so ceded within —, such expenditure having been 
ascertained and proved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be 
taken and allowed :” i 

Ordered, "that the said motion be committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That 2 committee be appointed to consider and report whether any, and, 
if any, what, alterations are necessary to be made in the act, entiticd “An act laying 
duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper ;” and that they be authorized to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

Grdeved, That Mr. Samucl Smith, Mr. Waln, and Mr. Otis, be appointed a commit- 
tee, pursuant to the said resolution. 

Mr. Dana, from the committee appointed on Monday last, to prepare an address in 
answer to the speech of the President of the United States to both Houses of Congress, 
made a report’; which was read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

‘And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 13. 1798. 


Another member, to wit: Philip Van Cortlandt, from New York, appeared, and took 
his seat in the House. 

A petition of John Rogers, a resident of the Cherokee nation of Indians, was present- 
ed to the House and read, praying compensation for certain losses and expenses which 
he has incurred in consequence of his attendance, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-seven, on the. committee appointed to prepare and report articles of 
impeachment against Wilhara Blount. s 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Ordered, That the petition of Nathaniel Cutter, presented the twenty-seventh of De- 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and a report thereupon, made 
the cighth cf January last, be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, ac- 
eompanying sundry statements, exhibiting the amount of duties upon domestic distilled 
spirits and-stills, for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven ; also, the amount of duties upon sales at auction, refined sugar, car- 
riages, and licences to retailers, for the year ending the thirtieth of September, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, together with an explanatory letter thereon, 
from the Commissioner of the Revenue; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That another member be appointed, by ballot, as one of the managers to 
conduct the impeachment against William Blount, in the room of Mr. Sitgreaves, ap- 
pointed a commissioner of the United States, under the sixth article cf the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, with Great Britain. 
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The House accordingly proceeded, by ballot, to the choice of the said manager ; and, 
upon examining the ballots, Mr. Kittera appeared to be duly elected. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the report of the committee appointed to prepare an address in an- 
swer to the speech of the President of the United States to both Houses of Congress 5 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent re- 
ported that the committee had, according to order, had the said report under consi- 
deration, and made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table, where the same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

The said address, asamended, being then read throughout at the Clerk’s table : 

Resolved, ‘That this House doth agree to the same, in the words following, to wit 
To Jony Anaxs, Presidend of the United Stules: 

Sin: The Mouse of Representatives unite with you in deploring the effects of the 
desolating malady by which the seat of Government, and other parts of our country, 
have recently been visited. D calling our attention to the fatality of its repeated ravages, 
and inviting-us to consider the expediency of exercising our Constitubonal powers in 
aid of the health laws of the respective States, your recommendation is sanctioned by 
the dictates of humanity and Eberal policy. On this interesting subject we feel the ne- 
cessity of adopting every wise expedient for preventing a calamity so distressing to in- 
dividual sufferers, and so prejudicial to our national commerce. 

That our finances are in a prosperous state, notwithstanding the commercial derange - 
ments resulting from this calamity and frem external embarrassincnts, isa satistictory 
manifestation of the great extent and solidity of the public resources. Connected with 
this situation of our fiscal concerns, the assurance that the legal provisions for obtaining 
revenue by direct taxation will fulfil the views of the Legislature, is peculiarly acceptable. 

Desirous as we are, that all causes of hostility may be removed by the amicable ad- 
justment of national differences, we learn with satisfaction, that, in “pursuance of our 
treaties with Spain and with Great Britain, advances have been made for definitively 
settling the controversies relative to the Southern and Northeastern limits of the United 
States. With similar sentiments have we received your inforination that the procced- 
ings under commissions authorized by the same treaties, 2ferd, to a respectable por- 
tion of our citizens, the prospect of a final decision on their clairs for maritime injuries 
committed by subjects of those Powers. 

It would be the theme of mutual felicitation, were we are assured of experiencing si. 
milar moderation and justice from the French Republic, between which and the United 
States differences have unhappily arisen. But this is denied us by the ultimate failure 
of the measures which have been taken by this Government towards an amicable ad- 
justment of those differences, and by the various inadinissible pretensions on the part 
of that nation. ; 

The continuing in force the decree of January last, to which you have more particu- 
larly pointed our attention, ought, of itself, to be considered as demonstrative of the 
real intentions of the French Government. That decree proclaims a predatory warfare 
against the unquestionable rights of neutral commerce, which, with our means of de- 
fence, our interest and our honor command us to repel, Lt, therefore, now becomes the 
United States to be as determined in resistance, as they have becn patient in suffering, 
and condescending in negotiation. 

While those who direct the affairs of France persist in the enforcement of decrees so 
hostile to our essential rights, their conduct forbids us to confide in any of their profes- 
sions of amity. 

As, therefore, the conduct of France hitherto exhibits nothing which ought to change 
or relax our measures of defence, the policy of extending and invigorating those men- 
sures, dernands our sedulous attention. The sudden and remarkable advantages which 
this country has experienced from a small Naval armament, sufficiently prove the utility 
of its establishment. As it respects the guarding of our coast, the protection cf our trade, 
and the facility of safely transporting the means of territorial defence to every part of our 
maritime frontier, an adequate Naval force must be considered as an important object of 
national policy. Nor do we hesitate to adopt the opmion that, whether negotiations with 
France are resumed or not, vigorous preparations for war will be alike indispensable. 

In this conjuncture of affairs, while with you we recognize our abundant cause of 
gratitude to the Supreme Disposer of events for the ordinary blessings of Providence,. 
we regard, as of high national importance, the manifestation, in our country, of a mag- 
nanimous spirit of resistance to foreign domination. ‘This spirit merits to be cherished 
and invigorated by every ‘branch of Government, as the estimable pledge. of national 
prosperity and glory. 
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Disdaining a reliance on foreign protection; wanting no foreign guarantee of our 
liberties ; resolving to maintain our national independence against cvery attempt to de- 
spoil us of this inestimabie treasure; we confide, under Providence, in the patriotism 
and energics of the People of these United States for defeating the hostile enterprizes 
of any foreign Power. 

To adopt, with prudent foresight, such systematical measures as may be expedient 
for calling forth those energies wherever the national exigencies may require, whether 
on the ocean, or on our own territory, and to reconcile with the proper security of re- 
venue, the convenience of mercantile enterprize, on which so great a proportion of the 
public resources depends, are objects of moment which shall be duly regarded in the 
course of our deliberations. 

Fully as we accord with you in the opinion that the United States ought not to sub- 
mit tothe humiliation of sending another Minister to France, without previous assur- 
ances sufficiently determinate that he will be duly accredited, we have heard, with cor- 
dial approbation, the declaration of your purpose steadily to observe those maxims of 
humane and pacifie policy by which the United States have hitherto been governed. 
While it is left with France to take the requisite steps for accommodation, it is worthy 
the Chief Magistrate of a free People to make knuwn to the world that justice on the 
part of France will annihilate every obstacle to the restoration of a friendly intercourse, 
and that the Executive authority of this country will respect the sacred rights of em- 
bassy. At the same time, the wisdom and decision which have characterized your past 
administration, assure us that no illusory professions will seduce you into any abandon- 
ment of the rights which belong to the United States, as a free and independent nation. 

Resolved, That Mr. Speaker, attended by the House, do present the said address ; and 
that Mr. Dana, Mr. Venable, and Mr. Harper, be a committee to wait on the President, 
to know when and where it will be convenient for him to receive the same. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : i 

Mr. Speaker: 1 am directed to notify this House that the summons issued by order of 
the Senate of the United States against William Blount, on the first of March last, to 
appear at their bar, on the third Monday of December instant, and answer to the im- 
peachment made by the House of Representatives for high crimes and misdemeanors, 
has been duly served on the said William Blount, by the Serjeant-at-arms, und a return 
thereon is made to the office of the Secretary of the Senate. And then he withdrew. 

The House, according to the order of the dav, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the motion of the twelfth instant, respecting the balances reported by 
the Commissioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United States and the 
several States; and, after some time spent thercin, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said motion un- 
der consideration, and come to a resolution thereupon ; which he delivered in at the 
Clerk’s table, where the same was twice read, and agreed to by the House, as fol- 
loweth : 

“ Resolved, That, if any State against which a balance was reported by the Commis- 
sioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United States and the several 
States, shall, within , either pay into the Treasury of the United States, or ex- 
pend, or, by a legislative act, engage to expend, in erecting, enlarging, or completing, 
any fortifications for the defence of the said State, at such place or places, and according 
to such plan or plans, as shall be approved by the President of the United States, and 
under his direction, a sum in money, or in stock of the United States, equal to the ba- 
lance reported, as aforesaid, against such State, or to the sum assumed by the United 
States in the debt of such State, such payment or expenditure, when so made, shall be 
accepted by the United States as a full acquittance of all demands on account of the 
said balance; aud the President of the United States shall be, and hereby is, authorized 
to cause credit to be given to such State, on the books of the Treasury of the United 
States, accordingly: Provided, however, That no more than one-third part of the whole 
payment or expenditure that may be made by any such State, shall be made in three 
per cent. stock, nor more than one-third part of the remaining two-thirds shall be made 
in deferred stock : And provided also, That any such State may obtain a full acquittance, 
as aforesaid, by the payment or expenditure of a sum of money sufficient, in the opi- 
nion of the Secretary of the Treasury, to purchase, at market price, the different spe- 
cies of stock, the payment or expenditure of which would be accepted as a full acquit- 
tance, as aforesaid : And provided further, That, ifany such State, as is aforesaid, shall 
have expended since the establishment of the present Government of the United 
States, any sum of money in fortifying any place since ceded by such State to the Unit- 
ed States, or which may be so ceded, within ——-—, such expenditure having been as- 
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éertained and proved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be taken 
and allowed.” ; i ; 
Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant to the said resolution ; and that 
Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Brooks, and Mr. Sprague, do prepare and bring in the same. : 
Mr: Dana, from the committee appointed to wait on the President of the United States 
‘to know when and where it will be convenient for him to receive the address of this 
House, in answer to his speech to both Houses of Congress, reported that the commit- 
tee had, according to order, waited on the President, who signified to them that it 
would be convenient to him toreceive the said address at twelve o’clock to-morrow, at 
his own house. i 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1798. 


Several other members, to wit: from New York, James Cochran ; from Maryland, 
William Matthews; from Virginia, Josiah Parker; and from South Carolina, Thomas 
Pinckney; appeared, and took their seats in the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the report made on the eleventh instant by the 
Committee of Revisal and Unfinished Business, which lay on the table; and so much 
thereof as is contained in the last clause being again read, in the words following, to wit: 

“Your committee further report their opinion, that all petitions depending and unde- 
cided upon at the last session, ought to be taken up, and acted upon by the House, as. 
the same may be called for by any member, or upon the application of the individual 
claimant or petitioner:” f 

The question was taken, that the House do agree to the said last clause of the report, 

And resolved in the affirmative. | - 

Mr. Varnum, from the Committee of Elections, to whom were referred the certifi- - 
cates and other credentials of the members returned to serve in this House, made a re- 
port, in part; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was read, us 
followeth : f 

“That it appears from a certificate of the Governor of the State of Connecticut, under 
the seal of the said State, and bearing date the sixth day of November, one thousand 
seven hundred and‘ninety-eight, that Jonathan Brace has been duly clected to serve ag 
a member of the House of Representatives of the United States, in the place of Joshua, 
Coit, deceased.” 

“That it further appears from a letter of the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, bearing date the thirtieth of November, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-cight, and a return of the judges of elections for 
the City of Philadelphia, which composes one entire district, that Robert Waln has 
been duly elected to serve as a member of the House of Representatives of the United 
States, in the place of John Swanwick, deceased.” 

“That it further appears from a certificate of the Governor of Virgina, under the 
seal of the said State, and bearing date the thirtieth day of November, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight, and a return of the sheriffs of the counties of Dinwid- 
die, Amelia, Chesterfield, and Nottoway, which compose one entire district, that Joseph 
Eggleston has been duly elected to serve as a member of the House of Representatives 
of the United States, in the place of William B. Giles, whois stated by the said certifi- 
cate to have resigned his seat.” 

«That it further appears from a certificate of the Governor of the State of North Ca- 
aolina, under the seal of the said State, and bearing date the fourteenth day of August, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, that Richard Dobbs Spaight has been 
duly clected to serve as a member of the House of Representatives of the United States, 
in the place of Nathan Bryan, deceased :” 

“ Whereupon, 

« Your committee are of opinion, that the said Jonathan Brace, Robert Waln, Joseph 
Eggleston, and Richard Dobbs Spaight, are entitled to take their seats in the House.” 

Ordered, That the said report do le on the table. i , 

Mr. Sewall, from the committee appointed, presented, according to order, a bill to 
establish an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States ;-which was 
received, and read the first time. . 

On motion, i A 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. i : i 

‘The Speaker, attended by the House, then withdrew to the house of the Presidemt 
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of the United States, and there presented to him the address of this House, in answer 
to his speech to both Houses of Congress; to which the President made the following 
teply : 

To the House of Representatives of the United States of America: 


GextiemEn: My sincere acknowledgments are due to the House of Representatives 
df the United States, for this excellent address, so consonant to the character of Repre- 
sentatives of a great and free People. The judgment and feelings of a nation, I be- 
lieve, were never more truly expressed by their Representatives, than those of our con- 
stituents by your decided declaration that, with our means of defence, our interest and 
honor command us to repel a predatory warfare against the unquestionable rights of 
neutral commerce. That it becomes the United States to be as determined in resist- 
ance, as they have been patient in suffering, and condescending in negotiation. That 
while those who direct the affairs of France persist in the enforcement of decrees so 
hostile to our essential rights, their conduct forbids us to confide in any of their profes- 
sions ofamity. That an adequate Naval force must be considered as an important ob- 
ject of national policy ; and that whether negotiations with France are resumed or not, 
vigorous preparations for war will be alike indispensable. 

The generous disdain you so coolly and deliberately express, of a reliance on foreign 
protection, wanting no foreign guarantee of our liberties, resolving to maintain our na- 
tional independence against every attempt to despoil us of this inestimable treasure, will 
meet the full approbation of every sound understanding, and exulting applauses from 
the heart of every faithful American. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for your candid approbation of my sentiments on the subject 
of negotiation, and for the declaration of your opinion that the policy of extending and 
invigorating our measures of defence, and the adoption, with prudent foresight, of such 
systematical measures as may be expedient for calling forth the energies of our country, 
wherever the national exigencies may require, whether on the ocean, or on our ow 
territory, will demand your sedulous attention. 

‘At the same time, I take the liberty to assure you it shall be my vigilant endeavor 
that no iDusory professions shall seduce me into any abandonment of the rights which 
belong to the United States as.a free and independent nation. 

` JOHN ADAMS. 
December 14, 1798. 


The House, according to the standing order of the day, resolved itself into a Com-. 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent reported that the committee 
had, according to order, had the state of the Union under consideration, and come to se- 
veral resolutions thereupon; which he delivered m at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House, as follow : 

1. “Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That so much of the speech of the 
President of the United States to both Houses of Congress, at the commencement of 
the present session, as relates to ‘ the expediency of cstablishing suitable regulations, in 
aid of the health laws of the respective States, for preventing the introduction of conta- 
gious diseases,’ be referred o the Committce of Commerce and Manufactures, with’ 
power to report by bill or otherwise.” 

2. «Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That so much of the speech of the 
President of the United States to both Houses of Congress, at the commencement of 
the present session, as relates to the ¢ policy of extending and invigorating the measures 
of defence heretofore adopted by the Government of the United States,’ be referred to 
a committee.” i 

3. “Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That so much of the speech of the 
President of the United States to both Houses of Congress, at the commencement of 
this session, as relates to the ‘Naval establishment, the augmentation of the Navy, and 
the adoption of systematic measures for procuring timber and other supplies,’ be refer- 
red to a committee.” 

4. ** Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That so much of the speech of the 
President of the United States to both Houses of Congress, at the commencement of 
the present session, as relates to ‘a revision of the system by which the collection of 
that part of the revenue which arises from duties on merchandise imported is now re- 
gulated, be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, with power to _ 
report by bill or otherwise.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Otis, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Goodrich, Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. Cham- 
plin Mp. Spaight, and Mr. Dent, be appointed a committee, pursuant to the second re- 
solution. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Josiah Parker, Mr, Pinckney, Mr. Sewall, Mr. Champlin, Mr, 
Baldwin, Mr. Griswold, and Mr. Van Cortlandt, be appointed a committee, pursuant to 
the third resolution. : 

On motion, 
_ Resolved, That a Standing Committee of Ways and Means be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be to take into consideration all such reports of the Treasury Department, and 
all such propositions relative to the revenuc, as may be referred to them by the House ; 
to inquire into the state of the public debt, of the revenue, and of the expenditures ; 
and to report, from time to time, thcir opinion thereon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Harper, Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Nathaniel Smith, Mr. Cochran, Mr. 
“Jones, Mr, Isaac Parker, Mr. Hindman, Mr. Blount, and Mr. Sinnickson, be appointed 
a committee, pursuant to the said resolution. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House do agree to the following resolution ; 

** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, 
in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State be, and he hereby is, authorized 
and directed to cause to be printed a number of copies, not exceeding twenty thou- 
sand, of two acts passed during the last session of Congress; the first entitled “An act 
concerning aliens ;” and the second entitled “ An act in addition to the act, entitled 
“An act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United States,” and to cause 
the same to be distributed, gratis, throughout the United States : 

It was moved and seconded, to amend the said motion, by inserting after the words 
An act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United States,” the words 
“fand of the Constitution of the United States, as now amended :” 

And, on the question that the House do agree to the suid amendment, 


VOaS. i vse nwe'es 005, 
NayS..eceeeee ee Ale 

The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


It passed in the negative, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
‘Thomas Blount, 
Robert Brown, 


William Charles Cole Claiborne, 


John Clopton, 
John Dawson, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
Albert Gallatin, 
Andrew Gregg, 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 


Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Bailey Bartlett, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
John Chapman, 
dames Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 


Matthew Locke, 

James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
William Matthews, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 

Josiah Parker, 

Samuel Smith, 

William Smith, 

Richard Dobbs Spaight; 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Joseph B. Varnum, and, 
Abraham Venable. 


William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
John A. Hanna, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
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Wiliam Shepard, 
Thomas Simnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 


Thomas Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Another motion was then made, and the question put, to amend the said motion, hy 
inserting, in the same place, the following words : “the eighth section, and the first and 
second clauses of the ninth section of the first article ; the first section, and the third 
clause of the second section of the third article of the Constitution of the United 
States ; and the third, seventh, eighth, eleventh, and twelfth articles of amendment, 


which now form a part of the said Constitution :? 


It passed in the negative, 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Thomas Blount, 


William Charles Cole Claiborne, 


John Clopton, 
John Dawson, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
Albert Gallatin, 
Andrew Gregg, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 


Those who voted in the negative, axe, 


Bailey Bartlett, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Robert Brown, 
John Chapman, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
‘William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
John A. Hanna, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 

Blair M’Clenachan, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 

Samuel Smith, 

William Smith, 

Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Sprige, 


Richard Stanford, 


Abram Trigg, 


John Trigg, 
Joseph B. Varnum, and 
Abraham Venable. 


James H. Imlay, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Jsaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
‘Wilkam Shepard, 
‘Thomas Sinnickson. 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams, 


Tt was then moved and seconded to amend the said motion, by inserting, in the same 
place, the words, “and of the amendments to the Constitution of the United States, 
which have become a part thereof :” 

And the question being taken thereupon, 

VOQS sesseecueesades 


E passed in the negative, Nays eres 
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The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, Matthew Locke, 

David Bard, Nathaniel Macon, 

Thomas Blount, Blair M’Clenachan, 

William Charles Cole Claiborne, Anthony New, 

John Clopton, > John Nicholas, 

John Dawson, Josiah Parker, 

George Dent, Samuel Smith, 

Joseph Eggleston, Wiliam Smith, 

Lucas Elmendort, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 

Albert Gallatin, Richard Sprigg, 

Andrew Gregg, Richard Stanford, 

Garter B. Harrison, Abram Tiigg, 

Jonathan N. Havens, John Trigg, 

Joseph Heister, Philip Van Cortlandt, 

David, Holmes, Joseph B. Varnum, and 

Walter Jones, Abraham Venable. 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Jonathan Brace, James H. Imlay, 

David Brooks, James Machir, 

Robert Brown, William Matthews, 

Christopher G. Champlin, Lewis R. Morris, 

John Chapman, Harrison G. Otis, 

James Cochran, Isaac Parker, 

William Craik, Thomas Pinckney, 

Samuel W. Dana, John Reed, 

John Dennis, John Rutledge, junior, 

William Edmond, James Schureman, 

Thomas Evans, Samuel Sewall, 

Abiel Foster, ‘William Shepard, 

Dwight Foster, p Thomas Sinnickson, 

Jonathan Freeman, Nathaniel Smith, 

Henry Glen, Peleg Sprague, 

Chauncey Goodrich, George Thatcher, 

Wiliam Gordon, Richard Thomas, 

Roger Griswold, Thomas Tillinghast, 

John A. Hanna, John E. Van Alen, 

Robert Goodloe Harper, Peleg Wadsworth, 

Thomas Hartley, Robert Waln, and 

William Hindman, John Williams. 7 


Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
And then the main question being put, that the House do agree to the said motion, 
as originally proposed: 


Veas cvececeseee Shy 
NaySeeceseeseeee 45. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


It passed in the negative, 


Abraham Baldwin, Joseph Heister, 
David Bard, David Holmes, 
Thomas Blount, Walter Jones, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, James Machir, 
John Clopton, Nathaniel Macon, 
John Dawson, William Matthews, 
Joseph Eggleston, Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Lucas Elmendorf, Anthony New, 
Albert Gallatin, John Nicholas, 
William Gordon, Josiah Parker, 
Andrew Gregg, William Smith, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Richard Dobbs Spaigkt, 
Carter B. Harrison, Richard Sprigg, 


Jonathan N. Havens, Richard Stanford, 
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George Thatcher, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Abram Trigg, Joseph B. Varnum, and. 
John Trigg, John Williams. 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 
Bailey Bartlett, James H. Imlay, 
Jonathan Brace, Matthew Locke, 
David Brooks, Lewis R. Morris, 
Robert Brown, Harrison G. Otis, 
Christopher G. Champlin, Isaac Parker, : 
John Chapman, _ Thoinas Pinckney, 
James Cochran, John Reed, ` 
William Craik, John Rutledge, jun. 
Samuel W; Dana, James Schureman, 
John Dennis, Samuel Sewall, 
George Dent, William Shepard, 
William Edmond, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Thomas Evans, Nathaniel Smith, 
Abicl Foster, Samuel Smith, 
Dwight Foster, Peleg Sprague, 
Jonathan Freeman, Richard Thomas, 
Henry Glen, Mark Thomson, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Thomas Tillinghast, 
Roger Griswold, John E. Van Alen, 
John A. Hanna, Abraham Venable, 
Thomas Hartley, Peleg Wadsworth, and 
William Hindman, Robert Waln. 


Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
And then the House adjoutned until Monday morning eleven o'clock. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1798. 


A petition of Robert Sturgeon, now confined in the gaol of the county of Miffin, iu 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, was presented to the House and read, praying re- 
lief from the confinement to which he is subjected in consequence of his having con- 
verted to his own usé a certain sum of money which he received as a collector of the 
revenue of the United States for the said county of Mifflin, and is unable to refund. 

A motion being made, and the question put, that the said petition be referred to the 
consideration of a committee, 

H passed in the negative. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom 
were referred, on the thirteenth instant, the petition of Nathaniel Cutter, and a report 
thereon, made a report ; which was read, and considered : Whereupon, 

_ Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of the said Nathaniel Cutter cannot be 

anted. “ 

The Speaker laid before the House a report of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, ênclosing a report to them from the Sceretary of the Treasury, and sundry official 
ic E i of the accounting officers of the Treasury Department, relative to. the mea- 
sures Which have been authorized by the said Commissioners, for purchasing the public 
debt, subsequent to their report of the fourth of December, one thousand seven hun- 
‘dred and nirety-seven; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gallatin, from the committee appointed, presented, according to order, a bill re- 
specting balances repprted against certain States by the Commissioners appointed to 
settle the accounts between the United States and the several States; which was re- 
ceived, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 

of the Whole House to-morrow. D 
On motion, ; 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill or bills providing forthe enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States, and that the Committee of Ways and Means do 
prepare and bring in the same. = 

The order of the day was further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning éleven o’clock. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1798. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 3 

Mr. Speaker: 1 am directed to notify this House that William Blount, impeached for 
high crimes and misdemeanors by the House of Representatives, thou gh duly called by 
the Senate, did not appear; and that the Senate will be ready, at twelve o'clock this 
day, to receive the managers appointed by this House, and to take further order on this 
trial. And then he withdrew. f 

Ordered, That the said message be referred to the managers appointed to conduct 
the impeachment against William Blount, and that the said managers have leave to sit, 
during the sitting of the House. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the tenth 
instant, the petition of John Daniels, made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Harper, from the managers appointed on the part of this House to conduct the 

impeachment against William Blount, to whom was referred a message received this 
day from the Senate, relative to the said impeachment, made a report; which was read, 
and considered : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said managers doattend before the Senate, at twelve o’clock this 
day, and request a further day for preparing their proceedings in the said impeachment. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Seevrctary of the Navy be directed to lay before this House an 
Recount of ali armed vessels employed in, or preparing for, the service of the United 
States, particularizing where the same were built, or are building, and by what con- 
tract; and their respective size and force of guns and men; and the names of the 
commanders of such vessels as are now in commission ; with a statement or estimate of 
the expenses of the equipment of each vessel, and of its annual support. 

The orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1798, 


On motion, 

fesolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be directed to inquire whether 
any, and, if any, what, amendments are necessary to an act, entitled “ An act to lay 
and collect a direct tax within the United States,” and to report by bill or otherwise. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House do agree to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved by the Senaté and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State be, and he hereby is, authorized 
and directed to cause to be printed forty thousand copies of the Constitution of the 
United States, together with the amendments which have been made thereto, and 
to cause the same to be distributed, gratis, throughout the United States :” 

Ordered, That the said motion be referred to Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Goodrich, and Mr. 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, with instruction to inquire how far the act providing 
for the more general promulgation of the laws has been carried into execution, and 
whether any, and what, further provisions are necessary upon this subject. 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, presented, according to order, 
-a bill providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States ; which was 
received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed toa Committee 
of the Whole House on Friday next. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of the Committee of Claims, of the 
eighteenth instant, on the petition of John Daniels, which lay on the table: Where- 
upon, 

P Reolved, That the prayer of the petition of the said John Daniels cannot be granted: 

The orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’cleck. 


s 


TRUR:NAY, DECEMBER 20, 1798. 


The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House ex the of) co establish an umfors system of bankraptey througiout 
the United States; and, atterseme mie spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the clair, 
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and Mr. Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill 
under consideration, and made some progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Hause on the said bill. 

Mr. Harper, from the managers appointed on the part of this House to conduct the 
impeachment against William Blount, to whom was referred, on the eighteenth instant, 
a message from the Senate relative to the said impeachment, made a farther report ; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid befere the House a letter from the Treasurer of the United States, 
accompanying his account of receipts and expenditures of public moneys, from the 
first of April to the thirtieth of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, 
inclusive ; also, his accounts of payments and receipts for the War and Navy Depart. 
ments, from the first of April to the thirteenth of September, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-eight, inclusive ; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the committee appointed the twelfth instant, presented, ac- 
cording to order, a bill to alter the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills of exchange 
and bills of lading, by an act, entitled ** An act laying duties on stamped vellum, 
parchment, and paper,” and further to amend the same ; which was received, and read 
the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed toa Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1798. 


On motion, 

Resolved, That a committce be appointed to report a bill providing compensation for 
the marshals, clerks, attorneys, jurors, and witnesses, in the Courts of the United: 
States, and to repeal certain parts of the acts relative thereto ; and for other purposes. 

Ordered, ‘That Mr. Morris, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Imlay, Mr. Edmond, and Mr. Dennis, 
be appointed a committce, pursuant to the said resolution, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr, Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: I am directed to inform this House that the Senate, taking into their 
care the ordering of the trial of William Blount, late a Senator of the United States 
from the State of Tennessee, on Monday, the 24th of December, instant, have prepar- 
ed some rules to be observed at said trial, which they have thought fit to communicate. 
to the House of Representatives. And then he withdrew. 

The rules communicated by the said message of the Senate, were read, as follow : 

“At the next opening of the Court of Impeachment, the President shall inquire 
whether the managers have any request to make, before the counsel of the defendant 
are called to put in his answer. 

“If no motion or request is made, the defendant’s counsel shall be required to put 
Jn his answer, or plea, to the articles of impeachment. : 

“The answer or plea shall be read by the Secretary, and entered by him on the 
journal. 

“A copy of the defendant’s answer, or pleas, shall be communicated to the House of 
Representatives by the Secretary. 

“The President shall then inform the managers that the Senate is ready to hear any 
reply or motion, which they may think proper to make. 

“ All questions, arising in the course of the trial, shall be decided with closed doors. 
The decisions shall be by ayes and noes, which shall be entered upon the Journal 
-When the question is decided, the doors shall be opened, the parties called in, and the 
result made known to them by the President. 

« Witnesses shall be sworn by the Secretary, and shall take the following oath : 

“I, A B, do swear, (or affirm, as the case may be) that the evidence J will give te 
this court, touching the impeachment of William Blount, now here depending, shall 

< be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth—So help me God. 

«Witnesses shall be examined by the party producing them, and then cross-examined 
in the usual form. If a Senator wishes any question to be asked, it shall be put by the 
President. 

“If Senators are called as witnesses, they shall be sworn, and give their testimony 
standing in their places.” 

Ordered, That the said message and rules do lie on the table. - 


t 
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The House proceeded to consider the farther report, made yesterday, from the man- 
agers appointed on the part of this House to conduct the impeachment against Wil- 
liam Blount, which lay on the table; and the resolution contained therein, being again 
read at the Clerk’s table, in the words following, to wit: 

Resolved, That the managers appointed on the part of this House to conduct the 
impeachment against William Blount, late a Senator of the United States, be instructed 
to request, at their next attendance before the Senate, that further order be taken. for 
compelling the personal appearance of the said Willian Blount, to answer to the arti- 
cles of impeachment exhibited against him, on the part of this House : 

The question was taken that the House do agree to the same, 

Veasesns genea li, 
Nays .........06. 69. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
‘Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


And passed in the negative, 


John Dennis, 

‘Thomas Evans, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
James H. Imlay, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


George Baer, junior, 
Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Bailey Bartlett, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Robert Brown, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
John Clopton, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dawson, 
George Dent, 
William Edmond, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Albert Gallatin, 
Henry Glen, 
Andrew Gregg, 
Roger Griswold, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
nomas Hartley, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
Wiliam Hindman, 
David Holmes, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


William Matthews, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

Samuel Sewall, and 
George Thatcher. 


Walter Jones, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M’Clenachan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, e 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
Richard Sprigg, 


-Richard Stanford, 


Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abram Trigg, 
John Trigg, 

John E. Van Alen, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln,; and 
John Williams. 


A motion was then made and seconded that the House do come to the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the managers appointed on the part of this House to conduct the 
` impeachment against William Blount, be instructed to proceed in the said impeachment 
although William Blount should not be personally present to answer the same ; provide 
ed the Senate shall think proper to proceed therein : 


Vor. HE—53 


418 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE [1798. 


And the. question being taken thereupon, 

It passed in the negative. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday next, 
And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock, 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1798. 


_ Several other members, to wit: from Massachusetts, Tompson J. Skinner; from. 
Virginia, Matthew Clay; from Kentucky, Thomas T. Davis; and from North Carolina, 
William Barry Grove and Robert Williams ; appeared and took their seats in the House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter and report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, accompanying estimates of the sums necessary to be appropriated for the service of 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine ; also, a statement of the receipts 
and expenditures at the Treasury Department, for one year preceding the first of Octo- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-cight; which were read, and ordered te 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Ordered, ‘Vhat the report of the Committee of Claims on the petition of Jonathan 
Haskill, made the sixtcenth of April last, be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Thursday next. 

A motion was made, and the question being put, that the order of the day for the 
House to resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House on the bill to establish 
an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States, be postponed until 
Wednesday next : 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion, 

Ordered, ‘That a committee be appointed to inquire whether any, and what, amend- 
ments are necessary to be made in the act, entitled « An act to establish the post office 
and post roads within the United States 3? and that Mr, Craik, Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. 
Stanford, Mr. Thomson, and Mr. Havens, be the said committee. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the representation and remonstrance 
of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, made the third of May last, be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until Wednesday next. 

And then the House adjourned until Wednesday morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1798. 


Two other members, to wit : Nathanicl Freeman, junior, from Massachusetts, and 
James A. Bayard, from Delaware, appeared and took their seats in the House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Smith have leave to be absent from the service of this 
House for ten days. 

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the counties of Baltimore and Frederick, in the 
State of Maryland, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House 

_ and read, praying thata post road may be established from Baltimore, through Reis- 
ter’s town, Westminster, Taney town, and Emmitsburg, to Miller’s town, in the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the committee appointed, on the twen- 
ty-fourth instant, to inquire whether any, and what, amendments are necessary to be 
made in the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the post office and post roads within the 
United States.” 

A petition of sundry merchants and traders of the city of Philadelphia, whose nam 
are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying a revision an 
amendment of an act passed at the last session of Congress, entitled € An act to sus- 
pend the commercial intercourse between the United States and France, and the de- 

- pendencies thereof.” 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the committee appointed, on the four- 
teenth instant, on so much of the Presidents speech as relates to the policy of extend- 
ing and invigorating the measures of defence heretofore adopted by the Government 
of the United States, ; 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, accom. 
panying sundry statements relative to the vessels of war employed in, and preparing for, 
the service of the United States, in pursuance of the resolution of this House of the eigh- 
teenth instant ; which werc read, and ordered to be referred to the committce appointed 
an so of the speech of the President of the United States as relates to the Nayal esta- 
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blishment, the augmentation of the Navy, andthe adoption of systematie measures far 
procuring timber and other supplies. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : ; 

Mr. Speaker : The counsel in behalf of William Blount, by permission of the Senate, 
having filed their plea, I am directed to communicate a copy thereof to the House of 
Representatives. And then he withdrew. 

The plea communicated by the said message of the Senate, was read, as followeth : 


se United States, ? 


Upon impeachment of the House of Representatives of the United 


vs. : . : 
: States, of high crimes and misdemeanors. 


William Blount. 


“IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
* DECEMBER 24, 1798. 


“The aforesaid William Blount, saving and reserving to himself all exceptions to the 
~ancertainty and imperfections of the articles of impeachment, by Jared Ingersoll and 
Alexander James Dallas, his attorneys, comes and defends the force and injury, and 
says, that he, to the articles of impeachment preferred against him by the House of Rez 
presentatives of the United States, ought not to be compelled to answer, because he 
says, that the eighth article to certain amendments of the Constitution of the United 
States, having been ratified by nine States, after the same was, in a constitutional man. 
ner, proposed to the consideration of the several States in the Union, is of equal obliga. 
tion with the original Constitution, and now forms a part thereof; and that, by the same 
eighth article, it is declared and provided, that, ‘In all criminal prosecutions, the accus- 
ed shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State 
and district wherein the crime shall have been committed : which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law ; and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation ; to be confronted with the witnesses against him ; to have compulsory pro- 
cess for obtaining witnesses in his favor ; and to have the Assistance of counsel for his 
defence.’ That proceedings by impeachment are provided and permitted by the Con- 
stitution of the United States only on charges of treason, bribery, or other high crimes 
and misdemeanors, alleged to have been committed by the President, Vice President, 
or any civil officer of the United States, in the execution of their offices held under the 
United States, as appears by the fourth section of the second article, and the seventh clause 
of the third section of the first article, and other articles.and clauses contained in the 
Constitution of the United States. That although true it is, that the said William Blount 
was a Senator of the United States, from the State of Tennessee, at the several periods 
jn the said articles of impeachment referred to; yet that he, the said William, is now a 
Senator, and is not, nor was, at the several periods so as aforesaid referred to, a civil 
officer of the United States; nor is he, the said William, in and by the said articles, 
charged with having committed any crime or misdemeanor in the execution of any civil 
office held under the United States, nor with any mal-conduct in a civil office, or abuse 
of any public trust in the execution thereof. 

«That the courts of common law, of a criminal jurisdiction of the States wherein 
the offences in the said articles recited, are said to have been committed, as well as 
those of the United States, are competent to the cognizance, prosecution, and punish- 
ment, of the said crimes and misdemeanors, if the same have been perpetrated, as has 
been suggested and charged by the said articles ; which, however, he utterly denies. 
All which the said William is ready to verify : and prays judgment whether this high 
Court will have further cognizance of this suit, and of the said impeachment ; and wheth- 
er he, the said William, to the said articles of impeachment, so as aforesaid preferred 
by the House of Representatives of the United States, ought to be compelled to an- 
swer. 

« SARED INGERSOLL. 
‘A. J. DALLAS. 


©1798, Decempen 24th. 
“A true copy of the record of Court. 


* Attest 
, “SAMUEL A. OTIS, Secretary.” 


Ordered, That the said message be referred to the managers appointed on the part of 
this House to conduct the impeachment against William Blount, with instructions: to 


wy, 


proceed thercon as they shall deem advisable. : i ; a 
The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
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of the Whole House on the bill to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the 
said bill under consideration and made a farther progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committce of 
the Whole House on the said bill. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill respecting balances reported against certain States by the Com- 
missioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United States and the several 
States ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Dent reported that the committce had, according to order, had the said bill under con- 
sideration and made no a:inendment thereto. 

Grdere:i, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the Unit- 
ed States ; and, after some time spent therein, Mz. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under con- 
sideration and made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table, where the same were severally twice read, amended, and agreed to by the House. 

_ Ordered, Chat the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1798. 


An engrossed bill providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States was read the third time, and a blank therein filied up. 

-. Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act providing for the 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill respecting balances reported against certain States by the Com- 
missioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United States and the several 
States was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act respecting bal- 
ances reported against certain States by the Commissioners appointed to settle the ac- 
counts between the United States and the several States.” 

- Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 
On motion, 
~ Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole House to whom was committed, on the 
iwenticntn instant, the biil to alter the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills of ex- 
change and bills of lading, by an act, entitled “An act laying duties on stamped vellum, 
parchment, and paper,” and further to amend the same, be discharged from the consi- 
deration thereof; and that the said bill be recommitted to Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. Wala, 
` and Mr. Otis. 

Mr. Thatcher, from the Committce of Revisal and Unfinished Business, to whom it 
was referred to examine and report such laws of the United States as have expired, or 
are near expiring, made a report, in part; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

A motion was made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution + 

. Resohied, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the act, entitled An act in addition to the act, entitled § An act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States,” so far as to extend the penalties of the said 
act, and other penalties, if need be, to all persons, citizens of the United States, who 
shall usurp the Executive authority of ths Goverment by commencing, or carrying on, 
any correspondence with the Governmeat of any foreign Prince or State, relating to 
controcersies or disputes which do, or shall, exist between such Prince or State and 
the United States : 

And debate arising thereon, : 

An adjournment was called for: Whereupon, 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1798. RaR 


Another'member, to wit: James Gillespie, from North Carolina, appeared, and took 
his seat in the House. i 

A petition of William Boyce was presented to the House and read, praying that a 
warrant for a certain quantity of land granted to him by the State of Virginia, in consi- 
deration of his services as a Lieutenant in the Army of the United States during the Re- 
volutionary war with Great Britain, and which has been located and surveyed. by the 
petioner, may be confirmed, and a patent issued to him for the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with the petitions of Moses White, present- 
ed the eleventh of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, and of Maurice 
Beales: presented the twenty-fifth of April last, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Otis, from the committee to whom was, yesterday, recommitted the bill to alter 
the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills of exchange and bills of lading, byan act, 
entitled “ An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper,” and further 
to amend the same, reported an amendatory bill; which was. received, and read the 
first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on Monday next. : 

The House resumed the consideration of the motion for the appointment of a com- 
ittee to inquire into the expediency of amending the act, entitled “ An act in addition 
to the act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United States ;” and the 
said motion being again read, in the words following, to wit: à 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inguire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the act, entitled “ An actin addition to the act, entitled ‘ An act for the punishment 
of certain crimes against the United States,” so far as to extend the penalties of the said 
act, and other penalties, if need be, to all persons, citizens of the United States, who. 
shall usurp the Executive authority of this Government, by commencing or carrying on 
any correspondence with the Government of any foreign Prince or State, relating to 
controversies or disputes which do, or shall, exist between such Prince or State and the 
United States : 

The question was taken, that the House do agree to the same, 


And resolved in the affirmative, Nae AET E A SA 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


George Baer, jun. Roger Griswold, 
Abraham Baldwin, William Barry Grove, 
Bailey Bartlett, John A. Hanna, 
James A. Bayard, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Jonathan Brace, Thomas Hartley, 
David Brooks, William Hindman, 
Stephen Bullock, David Holmes, 
Christopher G. Champlin, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
John Chapman, James H. Imlay, 
Matthew Clay, Walter Jones, 

James Cochran, Samuel Lyman, 
William Craik, James Machir, 
Samuel W. Dana, William Matthews, 
Thomas T. Davis, Daniel Morgan, 

John Dennis, Lewis R. Morris, 
George Dent, Harrison G. Otis, 
Wiliam Edmond, Isaac Parker, 
Thomas Evans, Josiah Parker, 

Abiel Foster, Thomas Pinckney, 
Dwight Foster, John Recd, . 
Jonathan Freeman, John Rutledge, jun. 
Henry Glen, James Schureman, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Samuel Sewall, 
William Gordon, William Shepard, 


Andrew Gregg, Thomas Sinnickson, 
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Tompson J. Skinner, John Trigg, 
Nathaniel Smith, John E. Van Alen, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, Joseph B. Varnum, 
Peleg Sprague, 5 Peleg Wadsworth, 
Gcorge Thatcher, Robert Waln, 
Richard Thomas, John Williams, and 


Mark Thomson, Robert Wiliams. 
Thomas Tillinghast, 


'Fhose who voted in the negative, are, 


David Bard, Matthew Locke, ` 
Thomas Blount, Nathaniel Macon, : 
Robert Brown, ~- Blair McClenachax, 

William Charles Cole Claiborne, Anthony New, 

John Clopton, John Nicholas, ey 
Joseph Eggleston, Willam Smith, 

Lucas Elmendorf, Richard Sprigg, 

William Findley, Richard Stanford, 

Albert Gallatin, Abram Trigg, 

James Gillespie, Philip Van Cortlandt, and 

Carter B. Harrison, Abraham Venable. 


Jonathan N. Havens, 


- Ordered, That Mr. Griswold, Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Bayard, and Mr. 
Spaight, be appointed a committee, pursuant to the said resolutions. 
On motion, 

Ordered, That the committee appointed the fourteenth instant, on so much of the 
President’s speech as relates to the policy of extending and invigorating the measures 
of defence heretofore adopted by the Government of the United States, be authorized 
to report by bill or bills, or otherwise. 

Mr. Otis, from the last mentioned committee, presented, according to order, a bill for 
encouraging the capture of Frénch armed vessels, by armed ships or vessels, owned by 
a citizen or citizens of the United States, and for allowing a salvage in certain cases 4 
which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 

of the Whole House on Monday next. 
On motion, 

Ordered, "That the committce appointed on so much of the President’s speech as re- 
lates to the Naval Establishment, the augmentation of the Navy, and the adoption of 
systematic measures for procuring timber, and other supplies, be authorized to repart 
by bill or bills, o: otherwise. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday next. 

And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1798. 


Several other members, to wit: from Connecticut, John Allen; and from Virginia, 
Samuel J. Cabell, and Thomas Claiborne ; appeared, and took their scats in the House. 
A petition of Matthew Maddox was presented to the House and read, praying to be 
laced on the list of pensioners, in consideration of injuries received whilst a soldier in 
the sixth regiment of the Virginia line on Continental Establishment, during the Revo- 
lutionary war with Great Britain, which have rendered him incapable of obtaining his 
livelihood by labor. 
Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
A message, in writing, was received from the President of the United States, by Mr 


Shaw, his Secretary, as followeth : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentl-men of the House of Representatives + 
A report of the Secretary of War, made to me on the twenty-fourth of this month, 
relative to the Military Establishment, I think it my duty to transmit to Congress, and 
recommend to their consideration. 
JOHN ADAMS. 
December 31st, 1798. 


+ 
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The said message and report were read, and ordered to be referred to the ¢ommittee 
appointed the fourteenth instant, on so much of the President’s speech as relates to the 
policy of extending and invigorating the measures of defence heretofore adopted by the 
Government of the United States. i 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee, of the third of May last, to whom 
was referred a representation and remonstrance of the Legislature of the State of 
Georgia; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said report under 
consideration, and made some progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said report. 

Mr. Bayard, from the managers appointed on the part of this House, to conduct the - 
impeachment against William Blount, to whom was referred, on the twenty-sixth instant, 
a message from the Senate, communicating a copy of the plea filed by the counsel in 
behalf of the said William Blount, with instructions to proceed thereon, as they shall 
deem advisable, made a report; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same was twice read, and agreed to by the House, as followeth : 

“‘ That the replication annexed, be put into the said plea, on behalf of this House; 
and that the managers be instructed to proceed to maintain the said replication at the 
bar of the Senate, at such time as shall be appointed by the Senate.” 


‘© The replication of the House of Representatives of the United States, in their own behalf, 
and, also, in the name of the People uf the United States, to the plea of William Blount 
to the jurisdiction of the Senate of the United States, to try the articles of impeachment 
exhibited by them to the Senate against the said William Blount. . 


** The House of Representatives of the United States, prosecuting, on behalf of them- 
selves and the People of the United States, the articles of impeachment exhibited by 
them to the Senate of the United States against the said William Blount, reply to the 
plea of the said William Biount, and say, that the matters alleged in the said plea, are 
not sufficient to exempt the said William Blount from answering the said articles of im- 
peachment, because they say, that, by the Constitution of the United States, the House 
of Representatives had power to prefer the said articles of impeachment, and that the 
Senate have full and the sole power to try the same: Wherefore, they demand, that 
the plea aforesaid, of the said William Blount, be not allowed, but that the said Wil- 
lam Blount be compelled to answer the said articles of impeachment.” 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY I, 1799. 


A motion was made and seconded that the order of the day for the House to resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House on the report of the committee, of the 
third of May last, to whom was referred a representation and remonstrance of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Georgia, be postponed until Tuesday, the fifteenth instant : 

And the question being taken thereupon, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itsclf into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed. the 
chair, and Mr. Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the 
said bill under consideration, and made a farther progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said bill. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1799. 


A petition of Bernard De la Marguisie, a native of France, now in the city of Phila- 
delphia, was presented to the House and read, praying that he may receive the arrear- 
ages of pay, and other emoluments, due to him, for services rendered the United States 
as a Captain of Engineers and Artillery, and, also, as a Major in the corps. commanded 
by General Kosciusko, during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain, of which, 
owing to certain causes therem mentioned, the petitioner has not ebtained a liquidation 
and settlement. 
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Also, a petition of James Rowland, executor of William Rowland, deceased, late of 
Cecil county, in the State of Maryland, praying compensation for one hundred and 
thirty days wagon hire, performed by the deceased, for the use of the United States, 
during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain, the claim for which service was pre- 
sented at the Treasury in due time for settlement, but, for want of proper vouchers, has 
not yet been allowed. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to cause to be laid 
before this House such information as may have been received, relative to the impress- 
ment of any seamen belonging to the United States’ sloop of war Baltimore, or any 
other public armed vessel of the United States, into any ship or vessel belonging to the 
King of Great Britain. 

Ordered, That Mr. Otis and Mr. Josiah Parker be appointed a committee to present 
the foregoing resolution to the President of the United States. 

Mr. Josiah Parker, from the committee appointed the fourteenth ultimo, on so much 

of the President’s speech as relates to the Naval Establishment, the augmentation of the 
Navy, and the adoption of systematic measures for procuring timber and other supplies, 
presented to the House a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, addressed to the chair- 
man of the said committee, together with sundry estimates relative to the expense of 
building and equipping certain vessels of war, for the service of the United States ; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
_ The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill to establish an uniform system of bankruptey throughout 
the United States; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the said 
bill under consideration, and made a farther progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committec of 
the Whole House on the said bill. 

“The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to alter the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills of ex- 
change and bills of lading, by an act, entitled “An act laying duties on stamped vellum, 
parchment, and paper,” and further to amend the same; and, after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent reported that the committce had, 
according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made some progress 
therein. : 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said bill. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 1799. 


A petition of Donald M'Donald, of the city of Albany, in the State of New York, 
was presented to the House and read, praying to be placed on the list of pensioners, 
in consideration of injuries received, whilst an ostler im the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment of the United States, during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain, which 
have rendered him incapable of obtaining his livelihood by labor. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Otis, from the committee appointed the fourteenth ultimo, on so much of the 
President’s speech as relates to the policy of extending and invigorating the measures 
of defence heretofore adopted by the Government of the United States, reported a bill 
further to suspend the commercial intercourse between the United States and France, 
and the dependencies thereof, and for other purposes ; which was received, and read the 
first time, 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

- The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


FRIDAY. JANUARY 4, 1799. 


A motion being made and seconded that the Committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
tuxes may cause to be printed, under their inspection, the usual number of copies of 


y 
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any bill or bills.which they shall agree upon, to carry into effect the plan reported by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, for regulating the collection of duties upon imports and 
tonnage, previous to their report of the same to the House : 
The question was taken Gereupon: 
And resolved in the affirmative. ` 
The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday next. 
sAnd then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o'clock. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 1799. 


Another member, to wit: Richard Brent, from Virginia, appeared, and took his seat 
in the House. 

A petition of George Esterly, and Charlotte, his wife, was presented to the House 

` and read, praying compensation for board and other necessaries furnished Christiari 
Holmer, deceased, a Major in the Continental Army, during the Revolutionary war 
with Great Britain. 

Grdered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The House, according to the order of the duy, again resolved itself into a Committee 
ef the Whole House on the bill to alter the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills 
of exchange and bills of lading, by an act, entitled “ An act laying duties on stamped 
vellum, parchment, and paper,” and further to amend the same; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent reported that the commit- 
tee had, according to order, again had the said bill under consideration, and made a 
farther progress thercin. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said bill. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to prepare and re- 
port a bill for consolidating into one act, and amending the several acts respecting the 
duties on domestic distilled spirits and on stills. 

Mr. Otis, from the committee appointed to present to the President of the United 
States the¥resolution of this House, of the second instant, relative to the impressment 
of American seamen by vessels of war belonging to the King of Great Britain, reported 
that the committee had, according to order, performed that service, and that the Pre- 
sident signified to them he would take the request of the said resolution into consider- 
ation. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the committee appointed, on the twenty-cighth ultimo, to inquire into 
the expediency of amending the act, entitled “ An act m addition to the act, entitled 
“An act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United States,” be authorized 
to report by bill or bills, or otherwise. 

Mr. Griswold, from the last mentioned committee, presented, according to order, a 
bill for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified ; which was received, and 
read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1799. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Postmaster General, accompa- 
nying draughts of two bills, with explanatory remarks, relative to the Post Offices and 
Post Roads within the United States, pursuant to a resolution of this House of the four- 
teenth of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight ; also, his report on the 
petition of Ezekicl Williams, referred to him by order of the House, on the same day : 
which were read, and ordered to be referred to the committee appointed, on the twenty- 
fourth ultimo, to inquire whether any, and what, amendments are necessary to be made 
in the act, entitled “An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States.” 

Ona motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate. and the Clerk of the House 


Vor. W354 


426 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 4799. 


of Representatives, be authorized and directed to subscribe, on such terms as 
they may deem eligible, for the use of the Senate and House of Representatives 
for ———- copies of the Journals of Congress under the Confederation, together with 
such reports of Heads of Departments, and of Committees of both Houses of Congress un- 
der the present Constitution, as are out of print, or are of more importance for explain- 
ing and understanding the acts of Government :” i 

Ordered, That the said motion be referred to Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Nicholas, and Mr. 
Dwight Foster. 

A motion being madc and seconded that the order of the day for the House to resolve 
itself into a. Committee of the Whole House on the bill to alter the stamp duties im- 
posed upon foreign bills of exchange and bills of lading, by an act, entitled “An act 
laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper,” and further to amend the 
same, be postponed until Thursday next : 

The question was taken thereupon, 

And resolved in the affirmative. 

A message, in writing, was reccived from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Shaw, his Secretary, as followeth : 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

In compliance with your desire, expressed in your resolution of the second of this 
month, I lay before you an extract of a Jetter from George C. Moreton, acting Consul 
of the United States at the Havana, dated the thirteenth of November, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-cight, to the Secretary of State, with a copy of a letter from 
him to L. Tresevant and William Tin ons, Esquires, with their answer. Although 
your request extends no farther than such information as has been rcecived, yet it may 
be a satisfaction to you to know that, as soon as this intelligence was communicated te 
me, circular orders were given, by my direction, to all the Commanders of our vessels 
of war—a copy of which is also herewith transmitted. t also directed this mtelligence, 
and these orders, to be communicated to his Britannic Majesiy’s Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States, and to our Minister Plenipotentiary te 
the Court of Great Britain, with instructions to him to make the proper representation 
to that Government upon this subject. 

It is but justice to say that this is the first instance of misbehaviour of any of the Bri- 
tish officers towards our vessels of war, that has come to my knowledge. According 
to all the representations that I have scen, the flag of the United Staics, and their ofii- 
cers and men, have been treated by the civil and military authority of the British uation, 
in Nova Scotia, the West India Islands, and on the ocean, with uniform civility, potte- 
ness, and friendship. Ihave no doubt that this first instance of misconduct will be 
readily corrected. 


JOHN ADAMS. 

January 8th, 1799. : 

The said message, together with the papers accompanying the same, were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Another message, in writing, was received from the President of the United States, 
by Mr, Shaw, his Sccretary, as followeth : 


` Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives + 
In obedience to the law, I now lay before you my annual account of the application of 
the grants made by Congress for the contingent charges of Government from the first of 
January to the thirty-first of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. 
á JOHN ADAMS. 
January 8th, 1799. 


The said message, and the account referred to therein, were read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. ` 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Dent reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the said 
bill under consideration, and made several amendments thereto; which be delivered in 
at the Clerk’s table, were the same were severally twice read, amended, and agreed to 
by the House. 

The House then proceeded further to amend the said bill at the Clerk’s table ; and. 
having made some progress therein, 
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An adjournment was called for: Whereupon, 
The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 1759. 


A petition of Daniel Halloway, of the City of Charleston, in the State of South Caro- 
lina, merchant, was presented to the House and read, praying relief from the confine 
ment to which he lias been subjected, in consequence of certain bonds given by the 
petitioner as security for sundry persons on account of the duties accruing on merchan- 
dise imported into the port of Charleston, for which judgment has been obtained against 
the petitioner, in the Circuit Court ef the United States for the District of South Caro- 
lina, on behalf of the United States. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with the memorial of sundry rope-makers, 
and others, concerned in the manufacture of cordage, in the town of Boston, presented 
on the sixth of February last, be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
tures. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims to whom was referred, on the thirty-first ulti- 
mo, the petition of Matthew Maddox, be discharged from the consideration thereof’; and 
that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his said petition. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to inquire into the 
probable annual amount of the duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper, in the 
respective Districts, and into the proper compensation to be allowed to the Supervisors 
and Inspectors of the Revenue for their services in preparing and distributing the stamps. 

On motion, ‘ f 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to inquire whether 
any, and what, amendments are necessary to be made to the act, entitled “An act to 
provide for the vuluation of lands and dwelling houses, and the enumeration of slaves 
within the United States ;” and that they be authorized to report by bill or otherwise. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill to establish an uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States, and made several other amendments thereto. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the said bill be re-committed to a Committee of the Whole House im- 
mediately, 

The Ilouse, accordingly, resolved itself into the said committee ; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made seve- 
ral other amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time on Friday next. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified ; and, 
after some time spent thercin, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent reported 
that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and 
made several amendments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 
the same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

A motion was then made and seconded farther to amend the said bill, by inserting, af- 
ter the words ‘in relation to any disputes or controversies with the United States,” 
reported as an amendment thereto, by the Committce of the Whole House, the follow- 
ing words : “so as to prevent or retard an amicable settlement of such disputes or con- 
troversies :” 

And, the question being taken thereupon, 

Veal uaar anei cache es Bb 
Nays oe cceceeeseeeee Si. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


it passsed in the negative, 


Abraham Baldwin, William Charles Cole Claiborne. 
‘Thomas Blount, Matthew Clay, 

Robert Brown, John Clopton, 

Samuel J. Cabell, Thomas T. Davis, 


Thomas Claiborne. Jobn Dawson, 
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Joseph Eggleston, Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Lucas Elmendorf, Anthony New, 
William Findley, John Nicholas, 
Albert Gallatin, Tompson J. Skinner, 
James Gillespie, William Smith, 
Andrew Gregg, i Richard Sprigg, 

John A. Hanna, Richard Stanford, 
Carter B. Harrison, Abram Trigg, 
Jonathan N. Havens, John Trigg, 

David Holmes, Joseph B. Varnum, 
Walter Jones, Abraham Venable, and 
Matthew Locke, Robert Williams. 


Nathaniel Macon, 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, James H. Imlay, 
George Baer, junior, John Wilkes Kittera, 
James A. Bayard, Samuel Lyman, 
Jonathan Brace, James Machir, 

Navid Brooks, William Matthews, 
Stephen Bullock, Harrison G. Otis, 
Christopher G. Champlin, R Isaac Parker, 

John Chapman, Josiah Parker, 

James Cochran, , Thomas Pinckney, 
William Craik, John Reed, 

Samuel W. Dana, John Rutledge, junior, 
John Dennis, James Schureman, 
George Dent, Samuel Sewall, 
William Edmond, ‘Thomas Sinnickson, 
‘Thomas Evans, Nathaniel Smith, 
Abiel Foster, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Dwight Foster, Peleg Sprague, 
Jonathan Freeman, George Thatcher, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Richard ‘Thomas, 
Henry Glen, Mark Thompson, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Thomas Tillinghast, 
William Gordon, John E. Van Alen, . 
Roger Griswold, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Wiliam B. Grove, Robert Waln, and 
Robert Goodloe Harper, John Williams. 


Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


It was then moved and seconded farther to amend the said bill, by adding to the end 
thereof the following proviso, to wit: ‘ Provided, ‘That nothing in this act contained, 
shall be construed to extend to any person applying to any foreign Government, or to 
any officer or agent thereof, for the purpose of obtaining either the release of American 
seamen, or the restoration of any property belonging to citizens of the United States, 
and captured, sequestered, or detained, by, or under the authority of, such foreign 
Government, or any of its officers or agents, or the payment of debts due by such Co- 
vernment to citizens of the United States :” 

And, on the question that the House do agree to the same, 


It passed in the negative, Y ease igh eet oe 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
‘Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, Johu Dawson, 
Thomas Blount, George Dent, 
Richard Brent, Joseph Eggleston, 
Robert Brown, Lucas Elmendorf, 
Samuel J. Cabell, William Findley, 
Thomas Claiborne, Albert Gallatin, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, James Gillespie, 
Matthew Clay, Andrew Gregg, 


John Clopton, John A. Hanna, 
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Carter B. Rairison, William Smith, 
Jonathan N. Havens, Richard Dobbs Spaigit, 
David Holmes, Richard Sprigg, 

Walter Jones, Richard Stanford, 
Matthew Locke, Abram Trigg, 
Nathaniel Macon, John Trigg, 

Blair M‘Clenachan, Joseph B. Varnum, 
Anthony New, Abraham Venable, and 
John Nicholas, Robert Williams. 


Tompson J. Skinner, 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
George Baer, jun. James H. Imlay, 
Bailey Bartlett, John Wilkes Kittera, 
James A. Bayard, Samuel Lyman, 
Jonathan Brace, James Machir, 
David Brooks, , Lewis R. Morris, 
Stephen Bullock, Harrison G. Otis, 
Christopher G. Champlin, Isaac Parker, 

John Chapman, Thomas Pinckney, 
James Cochran, John Recd, 

Wiliam Craik, John Rutledge, jun. 
Samuel W. Dana, James Schureman, 
John Dennis, Samuel Sewall, 
William Edmond, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Thomas Evans, Nathaniel Smith, 
Abiel Foster, Peleg Sprague, ` 
Dwight Foster, George Thatcher, 
Jonathan Freeman, Richard Thomas, 
Henry Glen, Mark Thomson, 
Chauncey Goodrich, ‘Thomas Tillinghast, 
William Gordon, John E. Van Alen, 
Roger Griswold, Peleg Wadsworth, 
William Barry Grove, Robert Waln, and 
Robert Goodloe Harper, John Williams. 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments agreed to, be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY. JANUARY 10, 1799. 


Another member, to wit: Joscph M‘Dowell, from North Carolina, appeared, and took 
his seat in the House. 

A petition of William Clay Snipes, of the State of South Carolina, representative of 
John Woods, was presented to the House and read, praying the liquidation and settle- 
ment of a claim for supplies furnished, and services rendered, to Benjamin Hawkins, as 
Commissioner of the United States for Indian Affairs, at the time of holding the treaty at 
Hopewell, with the Chocktaw tribe of Indians. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

A memorial of sundry inhabitants of Dorchester County, in the State of Maryland, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying 
an alteration in the post roads within the said State ; and that a post office may be estab- 
lished by law, at the town of Cambridge, in the said county of Dorchester. 

Also, a petition of the selectmen and other inhabitants of the town of Hampden, in 
the State of Massachusetts, praying that a post road may be established from the town 
of Buxton, on Penobscot river, to the said town of Hampden. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and petition be referred to the committee appointed, 
on the twenty-fourth ultimo, to inquire whether any,and what, amendments are ne- 
cessary to be made in the act, entitled “An act to establish the post office and post 
roads within the United States.” 

Ordered, That the petition of Robert Hooper, presented the twenty-ninth of Novem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and so much of a report made the 
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twenty-ninth of December, in the same year, as relates to the said petition, be referred 
to the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

An engrossed bill for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified was read the 
third time. 

A motion was made, and the question being put, that the said bill be re-committed ` 
toa Committec of the Whole House, 

It passed in the negative. 

The question was then stated, to wit: Shall this bill pass )” 

And debate arising thereon, 

An adjournment was called for: Whereupon, 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow, 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


ERIDAY, JANUARY 11, 1799. 


Ordered, That the petitions of Abraham Watson, presented on the (wenty-seventh of 
October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, of John Baptist Verdier, pre- 
sented on the second of May lust, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker: Iam directed to inform this House that the Senate will be ready to 
receive the managers of the House of Representatives, and the counsel of the defendant, 
on Monday next, at twelve o’clock, to render judgment in the impeachment against 
William Blount. And then he withdrew. 

The said message was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the consideration of the question, depending yesterday, on the 
passage of the bill for the punishment of certain crimestherein specified: Whereupon, 

A motion being made, and the question put, that the decision of the House on the 
said question, be postponed until Monday next, 

It was determined in the negative. 

It was then moved and seconded that the said bill be re-committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House, 

And the question being taken thereupon, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


George Bacr, jun. 
Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 

Bailey Bartlett, 

Thomas Blount, 

Richard Brent, 

Robert Brown, 

Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 

John Clopton, 

Thomas T. Davis, 

John Dawson, 

George Dent, 

Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
Thomas Evans, 

Wiliam Findley, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Albert Gallatin, 

dames Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 

William Barry Grove, 
John A. Hanna, 

Robert Goodloe Harper, 


Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Matthew Locke, 
James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Wiliam Matthews, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 
Josiah Parker, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Abram Trigg, 

Jobn Trigg, 

Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Williams. 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, John Wikes Kittera, 
James A. Bayard, í Samuel Lyman, 
Jonathan Brace, Daniel Morgan, 
David Brooks, . Lewis R. Morris, 
Stephen Bullock, Harrison G. Otis, 
Christopher G. Champlin, Isaac Parker, 

John Chapman, Thomas Pinckney, 
James Cochran, John Reed, 
William Craik, John Rutledge, jun. 
Samuel W. Dana, James Schureman, 
John Dennis, i Samuel Sewall, 
William Edmond, William Shepard, 
Abiel Foster, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Dwight Foster, Nathaniel Smith, 
Jonathan Freeman, Peleg Sprague, 
Henry Glen, George Thatcher, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Thomas, 
William Gorden, Mark ‘Thomson, 
Roger Griswold, John E. Van Alen, 
William Hindman, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, Robert Waln, and 
James H. Imlay, John Williams. 


Resolved, That the said bill be made the order of the day for Monday next. 
The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday next. 
And then the House adjourned until twelve o'clock on Monday next. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 1799. 


Another member, to wit: Edward Livingston, from New York, appeared, and took 
his seat in the House, 

A petition of Pratt and Kintzing, of the city of Philadelphia merchants, was presented 
to the House and read, praying that they may be allowed debentures for the drawback 
on certain goods imported into the port of Baltimore, and reccived from thence, by in- 
land conveyances, at Philadelphia; part of which have been exported under the usual 
entries and permits, and the debentures for the same applied for by the petitioners, but 
have been refused them in consequence ofa late construction of the laws of the revenue, 
by the Comptroller of the Treasury. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manu- 
factures. 

A memorial of James Somervell and Henry T. Compton, of the State of Maryland, 
guardians of the orphan children of Major Alexander Trueman, deceased, who was 
killed by the Indians, in the month of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
two, whilst employed in the public service of the United States, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that the allowance made by an act of Congress, passed the 
fourteenth of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, to the widows and 
orphan chikiren of commissioned officers of the troops of the United States, and of the 
militia, who have died by reason of wounds received in actual service since the fourth 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, may be extended to the 
orphan children of the said Alexander Trueman ; or such other relief afforded them, as 
to the wisdom of Congress shall seem meet. : 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to Mr. Dwight Foster, Mr. Sprigg, and 
‘Mr. Macon; that they do examine the matter thercof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. i 

Mr. Bayard, from the managers appointed on the part of this House, to conduct the 
impeachment agninst Wiliam Blount, made a farther report ; which he delivered 
in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was read as followeth: 

‘That, agreeably to the notification of the Senate, they attended at their bar to hear 
their judgment upon the pica of the said Wiliam Blount ; and that the President of 
the Senate pronounced juagment upon ihe said plea: a copy whercef was ordered to be 
deliyered to the managers, and is annexed to this report. 
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“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
“Prinay, January 11, 1799. 
** Wien COURT or IMPEACHMENT, 
< United States, 


vs. 
“ William Blount. 

“The Court is of opinion that the matter alleged in the plea of the defendant 
sufficient in law to shew that this Court ought not to hold jurisdiction of the said 
peachment; and that the said impeachment be dismissed. 

' “Attest, SAM. A. OTIS, Secretary,” 

Ordered, That the said report and copy of the judgment thereto annexed, do lie on 
the table. i 

An engrossed bill to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States was read the third time, and the House proceeded to fill up the blanks therein. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the thirty-seventh section of the said billbe committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House immediately. 

The House, accordingly, resolved itself into the said committee ; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, had the said section under consideration, and made an 
amendment thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

The said section, as amended, being read the third time, and the remaining blanks in 
the bill filled up : 

The question was then stated, to wit: “Shall this bill pass ?”? 

And debate arising thercon, 

An adjournment was called for: Whereupon, 

The several orders of the day were farther postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning cleven o’clock. 


, 1S 
im 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 1799. 


A petition of Seth Harding, of the city of New York, was presented to the Mouse 
and read, praying compensation for services rendcred, and losses sustained, whilst a 
Captain in the Navy of the United States, during the Revolutionary war with Great 
Britain. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The petitions of Charles Gobert, of the city of New York, and of F. H. Holtzbecher, 
of the city of Philadelphia, merchants, were presented to the House and read, re- 
spectively praying that they may be allowed the drawback on a quantity of goods im- 
ported into the ports of Philadelphia and Baltimore, and transported by inland con. 
veyances to New York and Philadelphia; from thence the petitioners have exported 
the said goods to foreign ports, and applied for debentures of drawback onthe same, which 
have been refused them, owing to a late construction of the laws of revenue, by the 
Comptroller of the Treasury. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

A petition of Richard Gernon, of the city of Philadelphia, merchant, was presented 
to the House and read, stating certain losses and inconveniencies to which he has been 
subjected by the operation of the law suspending the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and France, and the dependercies thereof; and praying relief in the 
premises. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
to whom was committed, on the third instant, the bill further to suspend the commercial 
intercourse hetween the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof, and 
for other purposes. 

Ordered, That thé several memorials and petitions of Thomas Cox, Patrick Cayeny, 
John Durell, Lawrence Everhart, Job Gaskins, Nathaniel Harris, James Hole, Michael 
Jackson, Adam Koch, Johannes Kramer, John Labarr, John Little, Hugh Means, Got- 
lep Nestle, Simon Nicolls, Adam Reider, John Stotesbury, Joab Stafford, John Thomp- 
son, and John Whitlock, respectively praying to be placed on the list of pensioners of 
the United States, and a report of the Committee of Claims thereon, made the seven: 
teenth of April last, be committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 
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Mr. Varnum, from the Committee of Elections, to whom were referred the certificates 
and other credentials of the members returned to serve in this House, made a farther 
report ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was read, as fol- 

oweth : 

t: That it appears from a letter of the Governor of Pennsylvania to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, bearing date the twenty-ninth day of December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and a return of the Judges of Election for the 
district composed of the counties of Bucks, Northampton, and Montgomery, that Ro- 
bert Brown has been duly elected as a member of this House for the said district, in the 
place of Samuel Sitgreaves, who had resigned his seat. 

“That the resignation of the said Samuel Sitgreaves satisfactorily appears from his 
letter to the Governor of Pennsylvania, bearing date the twenty-ninth day of August, 
ene thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. 

** Your committee are therefore of opinion that Robert Brown is entitled to a seat in 
this House as one of the Representatives for Pennsylvania, in the room of Samuel Sit- 
greaves.” 

Ordered, That the said report do lie on the table. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means have leave to reporta bill making 
appropriations for the support of Government, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means have leave to report a bill to au- 
thorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in rendering aid to sick and destitute 
American seamen in foreign countries. 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the Committee of Revisal and Unfinished 
Business as relates to the act or acts respecting the compensation of clerks, be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, with power to report by bill or otherwise. : 

Mr. Harper, from the Committce of Ways and Means, presented, according to order, 
a bill to authorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in rendering aid to sick and. 
destitute American seamen in foreign countries; which was received, and read the 
first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

‘The House resumed the consideration of the question, depending yesterday, on the 
passage of the bill to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States : 

And, after farther debate thereon, 

The said question was taken, 


And determined in the negative, Nays sc eee a 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
‘Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Bailey Bartlett, William Hindman, 


James A. Bayard, 


Jonathan Braee, 
David Brooks, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
George Dent, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 

James Gillespie, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
Roger Griswold, 
John A. Hanna, 


Vor. 35 


Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
John Wilkes Kittera, 
Edward Livingston, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Samuel Smith, 
George Thatcher, 
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Richard Thomas, 
Jchn E. Van Alen, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


George Baer, jun. 
Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Thomas Blount, 
Robert Brown, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
Jobn Clopton, 
John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Albert Gallatin, 
William Gordon, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William Barry Grove, 


Peleg Wadsworth, and 
Robert Waln. 


David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Matthew Locke, 
Samuel Lyman, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, 
Josiah Parker, 
John Reed, 
‘Tompson J. Skinner, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Mark Thomson, 
Abram Trigg, 
John Trigg, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abrabam Venable, 


[1799. 


Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
. And so the said bill was rejected. 
‘The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o'clock. 


John Williams, and 
Robert Williams. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY J6, 1799. 


A petition of Anthony Foster, attorney for John Pitchlynn, was presented to the 
House and read, praying compensation for services rendered the United States by the 
said John Pitchlynn, as interpreter to the Choctaw tribe of Indians, from the first of 
February, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, to the first of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two. = 

Also, a petition of Garret’ Putnam, of the county of Montgomery, in the State of 
New York, praying compensation for his services as a guide employed by Brigadier 
General James Clinton, of the Continental Army, during the Revolutionary war with 
Great Britain. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

A memorial of sundry inhabitants of the city of New York, whose names are thereun- 
to’subscribed, for themselves, and in behalf of their fellow-citizens, was presented to 
the House and read, praying that such arrangements may be made, as to the wisdom of 
Congress may secm proper, to provide against pestilence occasioned. by the putrefac- 
tion of articles of provision and other substances on board of ships or vessels bound to 
the port of New York. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures, to whom was committed, on the fourtecnth of December last, so much 
of the speech of the President of the United States as rclates to the expediency of cs- 
tablishing suitable regulations, in aid of the health laws of the several States, for prevent- 
ing the introduction of contagious diseases. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent re- 
ported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, 
and made an amendment thereto ; which be delivered in at the Clerk’s table. 

The House then proceeded to consider the said amendment, to wit: to add to the 
end of the bill the following proviso : “ Provided always, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to abridge the right of individual citizens of the United States 
to apply, by themselves or their lawful agents, to any forcign Government, or the 
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agents thereof, for the redress of any injuries, in relation to person or property, which 
such individuals may have sustained from such Government, or any of its agents, citizens 
or subjects :” 

And the question being taken thereupon, 
Yeas sasse E 69, 
NayS es. e.ee eee 27. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


George Baer, jun. John Wilkes Kittera, 
Abraham Baldwin, Edward Livingston, 
David Bard, Matthew Locke, 
Bailey Bartlett, James Machir, 
Thomas Blount, Nathaniel Macon, 
Richard Brent, < Wiliam Matthews, 
Robert Brown, Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Stephen Bullock, Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Anthony New, 

John Chapman, John Nicholas, 
Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Parker, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Josiah Parker, 
Matthew Clay, Thomas Pinckney, 
John Clopton, John Reed, 

Samuel W. Dana, James Schureman, 
Thomas T. Davis, Samuel Sewall, 
John Dawson, Wiliam Shepard, 
George Dent, Thomas Sinnickcon, 
Joseph Eggleston, Tompson J. Skinner, 
Lucas Elmendorf, Nathaniel Smith, 
William Findley, Samuel Smith, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Willam Smith, 
Albert Gallatin, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
James Gillespie, Richard Sprigg, 
Henry Glen, Richard Stanford, 
William Gordon, Richard Thomas, 
Andrew Gregg, Mark Thomson, 
John A. Hanna, Thomas Tillinghast, 
Robert Goodloe Iarper, Abrain Trigg, 
Carter B. Harrison, , John Trigg, 
Jonathan N. Havens, - Jobn E. Van Alen, 
Joseph Heister, Joseph B. Varnum, 
David Holmes, Abraham Venable, and 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, Robert Williams. 


Walter Jones, 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, Roger Griswold, 
James A. Bayard, William Barry Grove, 
Jonathan Brace, William Hindman, 
David Brooks, : James H. Imlay, 
Christopher G. Champlin, Samuel Lyman, 
James Cochran, Daniel Morgan, 
William Craik, Lewis R. Morris, 
John Dennis, Harrison G. Otis, 
William Edmond, Jobu Rutledge, jun. 
Thomas Evans, Peleg Sprague, 
Abiel Foster, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Dwight Foster, Robert Waln, and 
Jonathan Freeman, John Williams. 


Chauncey Goodrich, 
A motion was then made and seconded farther to amend the bill at the Clerk’s table, 
by adding to the end thereof a new section in the words following, to wit: _ on 
« And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and be in force until the third 
day of March, one thousand cight hundred, and no longer: Provided, That the expira- 
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tion of the act shall not prevent or defeat a prosecution and punishment of any offence 
against the law during the time it shall be in force?” 
And the question being put thereupon, 


Tt passed in the negative, ad EAA as 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, ure, 


Abraham Baldwin, Joseph Heister, 

David Bard, David Holmes, 
Thomas Blount, Walter Jones, 

Richard Brent, Edward Livingston, 
Robert Brown, {atthew Locke, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Nathaniel Macon, 
Thomas Claiborne, Blair McClenachan, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Joseph McDowell, 
Matthew Clay, Anthony New, 

John Clopton, John Nicholas, 

John Dawson, ‘Yompson J. Skinner, 
Joseph Eggleston, William Smith, 

Lucas Elmendorf, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Wiliam Findley, Richard Sprigg, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. : Richard Stanford, 
Albert Gallatin, Abram Trigg, 

James Gillespie, John Trigg, 

Andrew Gregg, Joseph B. Varnum, 
John A. Hanna, Abraham Venable, and 
Carter B. Harrison, Robert Willams. 


Jonathan N. Havens, 
‘rhose who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, James H. Imlay, 
George Baer, jun. John Wilkes Kittera, 
Bailey Bartlett, Samuel Lyman, 
James A. Bayard, James Machir, 
Jonathan Brace, William Matthews, 
David Brooks, Daniel Morgan, 
Stephen Bullock, Lewis R. Mortis, 
Christopher G. Champlin Harrison G. Otis, 
John Chapman, Isaac Parker, 
James Cochran, Josiah Parker, 
William Craik, Thomas Pinckney, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Reed, 
Thomas T. Davis, John Rutledge, jun. 
John Dennis, James Schureman, 
George Dent, Samuel Sewall, 
William Edmond, William Shepard, 
Thomas Evans, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Abiel Foster, Nathaniel Smith, 
Dwight Foster, Samuel Smith, 
Jonathan Freeman, Peleg Sprague, 
Henry Glen, George ‘Thatcher, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Thomas, 
‘Wilkam Gordon, Mark Thomson, 
Roger Griswold, Thomas Tillinghast, 
“William Barry Grove, John E. Van Alen, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Wiliam Hindman, Robert Waln, and 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, Jobn Willams. 


Another motion was then made and seconded farther to amend the bill, by striking 
outin the seventh, eighth, and ninth linesthereof, the words “ with an intent to influence 
the measures or conduct of any foreign Government in relation to any disputes or contro- 
versies with the United States, or defeat the measures of the Government of the United 
States,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the following words : “with intent to usurp the 
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authority of the Government of the United States by interm eddling in any dispute, con- 
troversy, or negotiation, between the United States and such foreign Goyernment ; or 
with intent to defeat or counterct any measure or measures of the Government of the 
United States:” 

And, the question being taken thereupon, 
VEas ccc cise see 39, 
Nays ....--0 wees OF. 
The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
"Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


It passed in the negative, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Thomas Blount, 
Richard Brent, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
"Thomas Claiborne, 


William Charles Cole Claiborne, 


Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
‘Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
William Findley, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Joseph Heister, 


hose who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, 

George Baer, jun. 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 

George Dent, 
William Edmond, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
Thomas Evans, 

Abiel Foster, 

Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Albert Gallatin, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
- William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


David Holmes, 

Walter Jones, 

Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 

Blair M’Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Stanford, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Williams. 


James H. Imlay, 
John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
Wiliam Matthews, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 

Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
Richard Sprigg, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Tt was then moved and seconded farther to amend the bill by inserting, after the 


words “ with an intent to influence 
ment,” in the seventh line, the following words, 


the measures or conduct of any foreign Govern- 


“ or of any officer or agent thereof.” 
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And, the question being taken thereupon, 
Yeas ......,.+2.- 64, 
INAYS cecer ort ae HOTS 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, 


John Allen, 
George Baer, jun. 
Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
‘Thomas Blount, 
Jonathan Brace, 
Richard Brent, 
David Brooks, 
Robert Brown, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
John Chapman, 
Thomas Claiborne, 


William Charles Cole Claiborne, 


Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
Abiel Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Henry Glen, 


Those who voted in the negative, arc, 


Christopher G. Champlin, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Dwight Foster, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
Wiliam Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
John Wilkes Kittera, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 


Andrew Gregg, 
William Barry Grove, 
John A. Hanna, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 

David Holmes, 

Walter Jones, 

Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Samuel Lyman, 

James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Wiliam Matthews, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 

Josiah Parker, 
Thomson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
‘Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Joseph B. Varnum, and 
Robert Wiliams. 


John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Abraham Venable, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Another motion was then made, and the question being put, farther to amend the 
bill, by inserting, after the words “in relation to any disputes or controversies with the 
United States,” in the cighth line, the following words : ‘in a manner detrimental te 
the United States:” 

It passed in the negative, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments agreed to, be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. 
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The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning, eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 1799. 


Mr. Josiah Parker, from the committee appointed, on the fourteenth ultimo, on so 
much of the President’s speech as relates to the Naval establishment, the augmentation 
of the Navy, and the adoption of systematic measures for procuring timber, and other 
supplies, made a report, in part; which was read, and ordered to be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on Monday next. f 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : i 

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An act providing for the 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States,” with several amendments ; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. And then he withdrew. 

An engrossed bill for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified was read the 
third time. 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present. 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, James H. Imlay, 
George Baer, jun. Jobn Wilkes Kittera, 
Bailey Bartlett, Samuel Lyman, ' 
James A. Bayard, James Machir, 
Jonathan Brace, William Matthews, 
David Brooks, Daniel Morgan, 
Stephen Bullock, Lewis R. Morris, 
Christopher G, Champlin, Harrison G. Otis, 
John Chapman, Isaac Parker, 
James Cochran, Josiah Parker, 
Wiliam Craik, Thomas Pinckney, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Reed, 
Thomas T. Davis, John Rutledge, jun. 
John Dennis, James Schureman, 
George Dent, Samuel Sewall, 
Wilham Edmond, William Shepard, 
Thomas Evans, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Abiel Foster, Nathaniel Smith, 
Dwight Foster, Samuel Smith, 
Jonathan Freeman, R Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Peleg Sprague, 
Henry Glen, George Thatcher, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Thomas, 
Wiliam Gordon, Mark Thomson, 
Roger Griswold, Thomas Tillinghast, 
William Barry Grove, John E. Van Alen, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Peleg Wadsworth, 
William Hindman, Robert Waln, and 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, John Williams. 
‘Chose who voted in the negative, are, 
Abraham Baldwin, Lucas Elmendorf, 
David Bard, William Findley, 
‘Thomas Blount, Albert Gallatin, 
Richard Brent, James Gillespie, 
Robert Brown, Andrew Gregg, 
Thomas Claiborne, John A. Hanna, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Carter B. Harrison, 
Matthew Clay, Jonathan N. Havens, 
John Clopton, Joseph Heister, 
John Dawson, David Holmes, 


Joseph Eggleston, Walter Jones, 
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Edward Livingston, Tompson J. Skinnet, 
Matthew Locke, - William Smith, 
Nathaniel Macon, Richard Sprigg, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, Richard Stanford. 
Joseph M‘Dowell, Abram Trigg, $ 
Anthony New, Joseph B. Varnum, and 
John Nicholas, Abraham Venable. 
Resolved, That the title be “ An act forthe punishment of certain crimes therein 
specified.” 


Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 


their concurrence. 
The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, 1799. 


A petition of sundry inhabitants of the counties of Allegheny, Westmoreland, Somer- 
set, Huntingdon, Mifflin, Northumberland, and Dauphin, in the State of Pennsylvania, 


whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying 


that a post-road may be established from Alexandria, in Virginia, through Frankstown, 
Buek, Ligonier Valley, Forks of Conemaugh and Black-Lick, to Greensburgh, in said 
State of Pennsylvania ; and that the Postmaster General may be authorized to establish 
Post Offices at such places, on the said route, as may be deemed proper. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the committee appointed, on the twen- 
ty-fourth. ultimo, to inquire whether any, and what, amendments are necessary to be 
made in the act, entitled “ An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads within, 
the United States.” 

A petition of sundry inhabitants ofthe District of Maine, in the State of Massachusetts, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying 
that a monument may be crected on Boon-Island, lying between Cape Ann and Cape 
Elizabeth, for the benefit of forcign and coasting vessels, bound to and from the ports 
in the said District. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, with in- 
struction to examine the same, and report his opinion thereupon to the House. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled ‘(An act providing 
for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States,” being read, 

Ordered, That the said amendments be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 

A message, in writing, was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Shaw, his Secretary, as followeth : . 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

The communication relative to our affairs with France, alluded to in my address to 
both Houses at the opening of the session, is contained in the sheets which accompany 
this. A report of the Secretary of State, containing some observations on them, will be 


gent to Congress on Monday. 
JOHN ADAMS. 


January 18th, 1799. 

The House then proceeded to the reading of the said message, and the documents. 
accompanying it, and made some progress therein. 

An adjournment was then called for : Whereupon, 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday next. 

And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 1799. 


A petition of the Trustees of the New York Society Library, in behalfofthe members of 
the corporation of the said Society, signed by John Forbes, their Secretary, was present- 
ed to the House and read, praying that a law may be passed by Congress, exempting 
from duties all books, maps, and charts, imported from foreign countries for the use of 
any incorporated public library within the United States. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Ma- 


pufactures. 
A memorial of Philip Nichols, and others, inhabitants of the town of Stratford, in the 


E aE E AT 
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State of Connecticut, was presented to the House and read, praying that certain new 
post roads may be authorized by law, for the convenience and benefit of the petitioners, 
and other inhabitants of the said State ; and, also, that post offices may be established 
at the towns or other places therein mentioned. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to the committee appointed, on the 
twenty-fourth ultimo, to Inquire whether any, and what, amendments are necessary to 
be made in the act, entitled ‘*An actto establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States.” 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, instructed by a resolution of 
this House, of the ninth instant, to inquire into the probable annual amount of the duties 
on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper, in the respective districts ; and into the pro- 
per compensation to be a}lowerl to the supervisors and inspectors of the revenue, for 
their services in preparing and distributing the stamps, made a report ; which was read, 
and ordered to he on the table. 

A message, in writing, was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Shaw, his Secretary, as followeth : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


According to an intimation in my message of Friday last, I now lay before Congress a 
report of the Secretary of State, containing his observations on some of the documents 
which attended it. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

January Qist, 1799. 


The said message, and the report of the Secretary of State referred to therein, were 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That, during the remainder of the session, it shall be a’standing rule and 
order of the House, that, during debate upon any bill or resolution, no motion shall be re- 
ceived in the House to adjourn, or in the Committee of the Whole House to rise, except 
by unanimous consent.” 

The question was taken that the House do agree to the same, 

And passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the petition of Gazzam, Taylor, and Joncs, of the City of Philadelphia, 
presented the twenty-first of December, one thousand, seven hundredand ninety-seven, 
and a report of the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures thereon, made the se- 
cond of March last, be committed to a Conunittce of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 
third instant, the petition of Donald MWonald, made a report; which was read and con+ 
sidered : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the petitioner have lcave to withdraw his said petition. 

Ordered, That the petition of John Carr, presented the twenty-first of February, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, and a report of the Committee of Claims 
thereon, made the seventeenth of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
eight, be cominitted to a Committee of the Wiole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Mcans, instructed by a resolution of 
“this House, of the ninth instant, to inquire and report, by bill, or otherwise, whether 

` any, and what, amendments are necessary to be made in the act, entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the valuation of lands and dwelling houses, and the enumeration of slaves with- 
in the United States,” made arepert; which was read, und ordered to be committed te 
a Committee ofthe Whole House on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Harper, from the same committee, reported a billto amend the act entitled © An 
act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling houses, and the enumeration of 
slaves within the United States ;? which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House last appointed. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled ** An 
act providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States ;” and, after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Dent reported that 
the committee had, according to order, had the said amendments under considerations, 
and directed him to report their agreement to some, and their disagreement to other, 
of the said amendments. 


Vou. IH.—56 
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The House then proceeded to consider the said amendments at the Clerk’s table : 
Whereupon, 

The first amendment proposed by the Senate, to strike out in the twenty-fourth line 
of the first section, the words “ May nest? and insert, in lieu thereof, the words 
“ April, one thousand eight hundred,” being read, ; 

The question was taken that the House do agree with the Committee of the Whole 
House in their disagreement to the said first amendment, : 


Veas erreus nered 
NayS ceveseer eee 33. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the afirmative, are, i - 


And resolved in the afirmative, 


George Baer, jun. Carter B. Harrison, 
Abraham Baldwin, Jonathan N. Havens, 
David Bard, Joseph Heister, 
Bailey Bartlett, David Holmes, 
Thomas Blount, Walter Jones, 
Richard Brent, Edward Livingston, 
Robert Brown, Matthew Locke, 
Stephen Bullock, James Machir, 
Samucl J. Cabell, Nathaniel Macon, 
John Chapman, William Matthews, 
Thomas Claiborne, Blair M‘Clenachan, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Joseph MDowell, 
Matthew Clay, Daniel Morgan, 
John Clopton, Anthony New, 
John Dawson, John Nicholas, 
John Dennis, Josiah Parker, 
George Dent, Thomas Pinckney, 
Joseph Eggleston, ‘Tompson J. Skinner, 
Tucas Elmendorf, Samuc! Smith, 
Thomas Evans, William Smith, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Albert Gallatin, Richard Sprigg, 
James Gillespie, Richard Stanford, 
Andrew Gregg, Abram Trigg, 
William Barry Grove, John Trigg, 
Jobn A. Hanna, Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Goodloe Warper, Robert Willams, 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 
Jonn Allen, John Wilkes Kittera, 
James A. Bavard, Samuel Lyman, 
Jonathan Brace, Lewis R. Morris, 
David Brooks, ` Harrison G. Otis, 
Christopher G. Champlin, Jsaac Parker, 
James Cochran, John Rutledge, jun. 
William Craik, Semuc} Sewall, 
William Edmond, Wilbam Shepard, 
Abiel Foster, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Dwight Foster, Peleg Sprague, 
Jonathan Freeman, George Thatcher, 
Henry Glen, i Richard Thomas, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Thomas Tillinghast, 
William Gordon, John E. Van Alen, 
Roger Griswold, Peleg Wadsworth, and 
William Hindman, Robert Waln. 


Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


Resolved, That this House doth also agree with the Committee of the Whole House 
in their disagreement to the second, third, sixth and seventh amendments. 

Resolved, That this House doth agree with the Committee of the Whole House in 
their agreement to the fourth, fifth, eighth, and ninth amendments proposed by the Se- 
nate to the said bill. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 
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On motion, 
Ordered, That a committee be appointed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what, al- 
terations are necessary to be made in the act, entitled “ An act regulating the grants of 


, land appropriated for military services, and ior the Society of the United Brethren for 


propagating the Gospel among. the Heathen 3” and that the said committee be author- 
ized to report by bill, or otherwise. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Machir. 

Ona motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the members, twelve hundred copies 
of the messages of the President of the eighteenth instant, and of this day, with the 
papers accompanying them, respectively : 

t was moved and seconded to amend the said motion, by striking out the words “and 
of this day :” 

And, the question being taken that the Honse do agree to the said amendment, 

It passed in the negative. 

On the question that the House do agree to the said motion, as originally proposed, 

it was resolved in the affirmative. 

. The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o'clock, 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1799. 


Ordered, ‘That Mr. Nathaniel Smith have leave to be absent from the servite of this 
House, for fifteen days. 

Ordered, That the petition of John 7 yler, executor of William G. Munford, deceased, 
presented the seventeenth of April, onc thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and 
a report thereon, made on the fourteenth of May, in the same year, be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 
second instant, the petition of James Rowland, executor of William Rowland, deceased, 
made a report; which was read, and considered : Whereupon, 

ftesolved, ‘That the prayer of the petition of the said James Rowland be rejected. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to authorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in ren- 
dering aid to sick and destitute American seamen in forcign countries ; and, after some 


time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that 


the committee had, according to order, had the suid bil! under consideration, and made 
an amendinent thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendment, be engrossed, and read’ the third 
time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: Tho senate adhere to ther amendments, disagreed to by this House, 
to the bul, entitled “An act providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States.” And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, presented, according to order, 
a bill to regulate and fix the compensation of Clerks; which was received, and read'the 
first time. z 

On motion, MORG 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Thursday next. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itsclf into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill further to suspend the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and France, and the dependencies thercof, and for other purposes; and, 
after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge re- 
ported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, 
and made some progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said bill. 

The several orders of the dav were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clack. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 1799. 


An engrossed bill to authorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in rendering 
aid to sick and destitute American seamen in foreign countries was read the third time- 

Resolved, Thet the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “ An act to authorize the 
reimbursement of moneys expended in rendcring aid to sick and destitute American 
seamen in forcign countrics.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

A petition of Owen M‘Laughlin was presented to the House and read, praying relief’ 
in the case of certain certificates of public debt, granted for his services as a soldier in 
Colonel Hazen’s regiment of the Continental Army, during the Revolutionary war with 
Great Britain, of which the petitioner has been robbed by some person or persons un- 
known. 

On amotion made and seconded that the said petition be referred to the Committee 
of Claims, 

It passed in the negative. 

A petition of John Carroll, and others, Directors and Managers of the Library Com- 
panies of Philadelphia and Baltimore, was presented to the House and read, praying 
that all books imported from foreign countries for the use of incorporated proprietors of 
libraries within the United States, may be exempted from the payment of dutics. 

Also, a petition of sundry merchants of the town of Salem, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, whdse names are thereunto subseribed, praying a revision and amendment of so 
much of any act or acts of Congress “ascertaining and fixing the value of foreign 
coins,” as relates to the pagoda of India, and the rupee of Bengal. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. $ 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom 
was referred, on the fourteenth ultimo, so much of the President’s speech as relates to 
the expediency of establishing suitable regulations, in aid of the health laws of the re- 
spective States, for preventing the introduction of contagious discascs, presented, ac- 
cording to order, a bill respecting quarantines and health laws; which was received, 
and read the first tine. 

On motion, 

‘The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Josiah Parker, from the committee appointed on the fourteenth ultimo, on so 
much of the President’s speech, as relates to the Naval establishment, the augmenta- 
tion of the Navy, and the adoption of sys ic measures for procuring timber and 
other supplics, presented, according to order, a bill for the government cf the Navy of 
the United States; which was received, aud read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed toa Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 
sixteenth instant, the petition of Garret Putman, made a report; which was read, and 
considered : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of the said Garret Putman cannot be 
granted, 

‘The House proceeded to re-consider the amcndments, disagreed to by this House. 
and adhered to by the Senate, to the bill, entitled ‘* An act providing for the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States :” Whereupon, 

Resolved, ‘That this House doth adhere to their disagreement to the said amendments. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senste therewith. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire and report, by bill, or other- 
wise, whether any, and what, amendments are necessary to the act, entitled “An act for 
the relief and protection of American seamen.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Harper, Mr. Livingston, and Mr. Waln, be appointed a commit- 
tee, pursuant to the said resolution. 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill further to suspend the commerc:al intercourse between 
the United States and Franée, and the dependencies thereot, and for other purposes; 
‘and, after-some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge 


y 
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reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and made a farther progress therein. ` 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House-on the said bill. . . i 

The several orders of the day were farther postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House.adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 1799. 


A petition of William Dolby was presented to the House and read, praying to be 
placed on the list of pensioners, in consideration of the loss of an eye, occasioned by a 
wound received at the battle of Germantown, whilst in the actual service of the United 
States, during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain. ; 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of the Whole House to 
whom was committed, on the fifteenth instant, the report of the Committee of Claims 
an the memorials and petitions of Thomas Cox, and others. 

Ordered, That the petition of Comfort Sands, and others, presented the twenticth of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, and the several reports thercon, 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of State, communi- 
cating certain corrections of his report on the affairs of the United States with France, 
accompanying the message from the President, of the twenty-first instant; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Specker : The Senate having been informed that the honorable Henry Tazewell, 
Esquire, one of the Senators from the State of Virginia, died this morning, have ap- 
pointed a committee to take order for superintending his funeral—and directed me to 
notify the same to this House. And then he withdrew. 

The said message was read, and ordered to lie on the table. : 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill further to suspend the commercial intercoure between 
the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof, and for other purposes ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge 
reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the said bill under 
consideration, and made a farther progress therein. : 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of | 
the Whole House on the said bill. 

On motion, 

Resolved, unanimously, That this House will attend the funeral of Henry Tazewell, 
Esquire, late a member of the Senate of the United Statcs, to-morrow, at four o'clock. ; 
in the afternoon. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o'clock, 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 1799. 


A memorial of the inhabitants of the county of Suffolk, in the State of New York, 
signed in behalf of a committee of the said inbabitants, by David Hedges, their 
chairman, and Isaac T. Reeves, their clerk, was presented to the House and read, 
praying a repeal of two acts passed at the last session of Congress; one entitled “An 
act in addition to the act, entitled < An act for the punishment of certain crimes against 
the United States;” and the other entitled “An act concerning aliens ;” for certain 
reasons therein expressed. 

A motion was made, and the question being put, that the said memorial be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

A petition of sundry distillers and others, inhabitants of the countiés of Rockingham. 
and Augusta, in the State of Virginia, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying a revision and amendment of the laws relative to 
spirits distilled within the United States, in sucht manner, as that it may be optional in 
the distiller to pay a tax upon the gallon, or the capacity of the still. 

Ordered, That the said petition be reicrred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Ordered, That the petition of Stephen Sayre, presented the twenty-ninth of March, 
"one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, and a report of the Committee of Claims 


t 
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thereon, made the fifteenth of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-ciglit, 
be committed to a Committee. of the Whole House on Monday next. g 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “€ An act for the punishment 
of certain crimes therein specified.” And then he withdrew. , 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee ~ 

_ of the Whole House on the bill further to suspend the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof, and for other purposes ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge 
reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the said bill under 
consideration, and made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the 
Clerk’s table. 

The House then proceeded to consider the said bill and amendments ; Whereupon, 

The first amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole House to the fifth 
section, being under consideration, 

It was moved and seconded to strike out the said fifth section, in the words follow. 
ing, to wit: 

“And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States, if he shall judge it expedient, and for the interest of the United States, to issue 
a proclamation for suspending and prohibiting all commercial intercourse between the 
United States and any port or place in the West Indies, or elsewhere, in which vessels 
or ‘privateers commissioned by, or sailing under color of authority from, the French 
Republic, shall be built, repaired, or otherwise equipped as vessels of war, for the pur- 
pose of cruising against, or capturing the vessels of the United States ; or with any port 
or place at which ships or vessels of the United States, captured by ships of war or priva- 
teers sailing under the authority or color of authority from the French Republic, shall 
or may be carried in, and condemned or sold. And it shall also be lawful for the Pre- 
sident of the United States to revoke any such prockunation, whenever, in his opinion, 
the public interest may require the same: Provided, ‘That the departure of any ship or 


| vessel shall not be restrained by any proclamation issued by virtue of this act, until 
the expiration of one month from the date thereof, nor shall the entry of any ship or 

vessel within any port of the United States, be prevented by any proclamation, unti! 

the expiration of two months from the date of such proclamation, unless such proclama- 

tion shall remit and discontinue all the restraints and prohibitions imposed by this act: 

And the question being taken thereupon, j 
MEAS: Soi selec erei BGy 
NAYS cece a ta eens JDL 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the menibers present, 


It passed in the negative 
D > 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, ; Jonathan N. Havens, 
David Bard, > Joseph Heister, 
Thomas Blount, : David Holmes, 
Robert Brown, Walter Jones, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Edward Livingston, 
Thomas Claiborne, Matthew Locke, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Nathaniel Macon, 
Matthew Clay, Joseph M‘Dowell, 
John Clopton, Anthony New, 
John Dawson, John Nicholas, 
Joseph Eggleston, Tompson J. Skinner, 
Lucas Elmendorf, Willian Smith, 
William Findley, Richard Sprigg, 
Albert Gallatin, Abram Trigg, 
James Gillespie, John Trigg, 
Andrew Gregg, Joseph B. Varnum, 
John A. Hanna, Abraham Venable, and 
Carter B. Harrison, Robert Willams. 
Those who voted inthe negaiive, are, 
John Allen, David Brooks, 
George Baer, junr. Stephen Bullock, 
Bailey Bartlett, Chnstopher G. Champlin, 


Jonathan Brace, . John Chapman, . 


1799. ] i OF REPRESENTATIVES. ag? 


James Cochran, ` 
William Craik, 

John Dennis, 
George Dent; 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 


Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Įsaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, junr. 
James Schureman, 
Samucl Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
‘Thomas Sinnickson, 
Samuel Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark ‘Thomson, * 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams, 


The question was then taken that the House do agree with the Committee of the 
Whole House in their said first amendment to the fifth section, to wit: to amend the 
first clause thereof, to read as followeth : i 

“And be it further enacted, 'Yhat it shall be Jawful for the President of the United 
States, if he shall judge it expedient, and for the interest of the United States, to issue 
a proclamation for suspending and prohibiting all commercial intercourse between the 
United States and any port or place in the West Indies, or elsewhere, to which ships 
or vessels of the United States, captured by ships of war or privateers, sailing under 
the authority, or color of authority, from the French Republic, shall be allowed to be 
sent or carried, and to be there condemned or sold :* 


And resolved in the affirmative, 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, 
George Baer, jun. 
Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Bailey Bartlett, 
Thomas Blount, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Robert Brown, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William,Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
James Cochran, 
Wilham Craik, 
John Dawson, 
William Edmond, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
Thomas Evans, 
Wiliam Findley, 


Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
‘William Gordon, 
Andrew Gregg, 
Roger Griswold, 
William B. Grove, 
John A. Hanna, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Thomas Hartley, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
Wiliam Hindman, 
David Holmes, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
Walter Jones, 

John Wilkes Kittera, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 


448 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE [1799. 


Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
William Matthews, 
Joseph M’Dowell, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Tsaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 
John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
George Dent voted in the negative. 


Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
Richard Sprigg, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, , 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Joseph B. Vamum, 
Abram Venable, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, 

John Williams, and 
Robert Williams. 


The amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole House to the tenth sec- 


tion, to strike out the words “for and during the space of one year, and from thence 
> until the end of the neat session of Congress,” and, in licu thereof, insert ‘until the 
third day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred,” being twice read, 

The question was taken that the House do agree to the same, 


. š CaS esesesa-osocsoes 7 
And resolved in the affirmative, 3.7) 57, 
NAYS oeeee eee secre es 3 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Thomas Blount, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
John Chapman, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
William Craik, 
John Dawson, 
John Dennis, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespic, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William Barry Grove, 
John A. Hanna, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
‘Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
Those who, voted in the negative, are, 
John Allen, 
George Baer, jun. 
Bailey Bartlett, 


James H. Imlay, 
Walter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Wilham Matthews, 
Joseph MiDowell, 
Anthony New, 
dohn Nicholas, 
Isaac Parker, 

Josiah Parker, 
‘Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Themas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, 
Robert Waln, and 
Robert Williams. 


Jonathan Brace, 
David Brocks, 
Stephen Bullock, 
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Christopher G. Champlin, Samuel Lyman, — 
James Cochran, Daniel Morgan, 
William Edmond, Lewis R. Morris, 
‘Thomas Evans, Harrison G. Otis, 

. Abiel Foster, John Rutledge, jun. 
Dwight Foster, James Schureman, 
Henry Glen, É Samuel Sewall, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Wiliam Shepard, 
William Gordon, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Roger Griswold, Peleg Sprague, 
Thomas Hartley, George Thatcher, 
William Hindman, Peleg Wadsworth, and 
John Wilkes Kittera, John Williams. 


The other amendments reported from the Committee of the Whole House, being 
twice read, were, on the question severally put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

A motion was then made and seconded farther to amend the said bill at the Clerk’s 
table, by adding to the end of the sixth section the following proviso, to wit: Pro. 
vided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to authorize a suspension or 
prohibition of the commercial intercourse carried on by means of the river Mississippi, 
between the interior parts of the United States and New Orleans :” 

And, the question being taken thereupon, 


it was resolved in the affirmative, ie tee eer a 


` The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, Jonathan N. Havens, 
George Baer, jr. Joseph Heister, 
Abraham Baldwin, David Holmes, 
David Bard, . Walter Jones, 

Bailey Bartlett, Edward Livingston, 
Thomas Blount, Matthew Locke, ` 
Jonathan Brace, James Machir, 
Robert Brown, Nathaniel Macon, 
Stephen Bullock, William Matthews, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Joseph M’Dowell, 
John Chapman, Daniel Morgan, 
Thomas Claiborne, Anthony New, 
‘William Charles Cole Claiborne, John Nicholas, 
Matthew Clay, Josiah Parker, 

John Clopton, Thomas Pinckney, 
John Dawson, John Reed, 

John Dennis, Tompson J. Skinner, 
George Dent, Samuel Smith, 
Joseph Eggleston, William Smith, 
Lucas Elmendorf, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Thomas Evans, Richard Sprigg, 
William Findley, Mark Thomson, 
Jonathan Freeman, Thomas Tillinghast, 
Albert Gallatin, John Trigg, 

James Gillespie, Joseph B. Varnum, 
Andrew Gregg, Abraham Venable, and 
John A. Hanna, Robert Williams. 


Carter B. Harrison, 
Those who voted in the negative, are. 


David Brooks, Chauncey Goodrich, 
Christopher G. Champlin, William Gordon, 

James Cochran, Roger Griswold, 
William Craik, William Barry Grove, 
William Edmond, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Abiel Foster, Thomas Hartley, 
Dwight Foster, William Hindman, 
Henry Glen, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


Vor. IH.—57 


450 


JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 


James H. Imlay, 
John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samucl Lyman, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, - 


William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 


- Peleg Sprague, 


George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 

John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Rebert Waln, and 


[1799. 


Samuel Sewall, John Wilhams. 


The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments agreed to, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time on Monday 
next. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday nest. 

And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock. 


1799. 


An engrossed bill further to suspend the commercial intercourse between the United 
- States and France, and the dependencies thereof, and for other purposes, was read the 
third time. ; 

A motion was made, and the question being put, that the sixth section thereof be 
ve-committed to a Committee of the Whole House, 
§ Yeas .ssecseseveree + 18, 
CNAYS ceceeeeeeeeeeees ZA 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 


Tt passed in the negative, 


John Allen, 

David Brooks, 

James Cochran, a 
William Craik, 
William Edmond, 
Abiel Foster, 

Dwight Foster, 

Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 


Those who voted in the negative, ares 


George Baer, jr. 
Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 

Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Thomas Blount, 
Jonathan Brace, 
Richard Brent, 
Robert Brown, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
John Dennis, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
Thomas Evans, 
William Findley, 
Jonathan Freeman, 


Roger Griswold, 
Willam Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
John Rutledge, jun. 
William Shepard, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, and 
Robert Waln. 


Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 


Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William Barry Grove, 
Jobn A. Hanna, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Thomas Hartley, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
James H. Imlay; 
Walter Jones, 

John Wilkes Kittera, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Wilhani Matthews, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 

Isaac Parker, 


¥799.] 


Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 

Wm. Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Sprigg, 


ccd 


Kt was resolved in the affirmative, 


And, on the question that the said bill do pass, 


Yeas ...e cee. eee 55, 
Nays ..... EE A 37. 
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Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

John E. Van Alen, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
John Williams, and 
Robert Williams. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, 

George Baer, junior, 
Bailey Bartlett, 

James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 

David Brooks, 

Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 

James Cochran, 
William Craik, 

John Dennis, 

George Dent, 

William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 

Abiel Foster, 

Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Henry Glen, 

Chauncey Goodrich, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
Wiliam Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, 

David Bard, 

Thomas Blount, 

Richard Brent, 

Robert Brown, 

Samuel J. Cabell, 

‘Fhomas Claiborne, 

William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, i 
Jobn Clopton, 

Thomas F. Davis, 

John Dawson, 

Joseph Eggleston, 

Lucas Elmendorf, 

William Findley, 

Albert Gallatin. 


John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 

Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, junior, 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Samuel Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Wain, 

John Williams, and 
Robert Williams. 


James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens. 
Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
‘William Smith, 
Richard Sprigg, 
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Abram Trigg, ; Joseph B. Varnum, and 
John Trigg, Abraham Venable. 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 


Resolved, That the title be, “An act further to suspend the commercial intercourse 
etween the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof, and for other 
purposes.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

Petitions of sundry inhabitants of the county of Northampton, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, were presented to the House and read, 
respectively stating their disapprobation of certain laws passed at the last Session of 
Congress; and praying a repeal of the same. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
to whom was referred,. on the twenty-fifth instant, the memorial of the inhabitants of 
the county of Suffolk, in the State of New York. 

A memorial of Joseph Snelling and Jobn Carteret, of the town of Boston, in the State 
of Massachusetts, was presented to the House and read, praying that they may receive 
the depreciation of pay for their services as assistants to James Richardson, Assistant 
Commissary of Issues in the Army of the United States, during the Revohitionary war 
with Great Britain. 

A motion was made, and the question being put, that the said memorial be referred 
to the Committee of Claims, 

It passed in the negative. 

A petition of J. Gourjon, of the city of Philadelphia, merchant, was presented to 
the House and read, praying that he may be allowed debentures for the drawback on 
certain goods imported into the port of Baltimore, and received by inland conveyances 
at the port of Philadelphia, whence the said goods have been exported under the usual 
entries and permits; of which debentures the petitioner has been deprived in conse- 
quence of a late construction of the laws of the reyenue, by the Comptroller of the 
Treasury. . 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Ma- 
nufactures. 

A message, in writing, was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Shaw, his Secrctary, as followeth : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives - 


An edict of the Executive Directory of the French Republic, of the twenty-ninth 
of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-cight, enclosed in a letter from our 
Minister Plenipotentiary in London, of the sixteenth of November, is of so much im- 
portance, that it cannot be too soon communicated to you, and the public. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

January 28th, 1799. 


The said message, and papers referred to thercin, were read, and ordered to lie on 

the table. ` 
On motion, . 

Ordered, That Mr. Wadsworth and Mr. Evans be appointed a Committee for En- 
rolled Bills, on the part of this House, jointly with such committee as shall be appoint- 
ed for that purpose, on the part of the Senate. : 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

On motion, 

Resolved, ‘Phat the Committee on so much of the President’s speech as relates to the 
Naval Establishment, be instructed to inquire and report, by bill or otherwise, whether, 
according to the existing regulations respecting the Navy of the United States, any, 
and what, augmentation is necessary to the Marine Corps, as now established by law. 

A motion was made and seconded that the House do agree to the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to consider the 
expediency of augmenting the salaries of the officers employed in the Executive De- 
partments of the United States, and to report by bill, or otherwise : 

And, the question being taken thereupon, 


E Yeas ........2.0- 53, 
MEVEERETETEEETTT 53. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, 


: 
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, 

George Baer, junior, 
Bailey Bartlett, 

James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 

David Brooks, 

Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, - 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
James Cochran, 

William Craik, 

John Dennis, 

George Dent, 

William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 

Abiel Foster, 

Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 

Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, . 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
John Clopton, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 

* William Findley, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 


John Wilkes Kittera, 
Edward Livingston, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 

Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, junior, 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
‘Thomas Sinnickson, 
Samuel Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas ‘Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Williams. 


The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill respecting quarantines and health-laws ; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr: Rutledge reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made 
an amendment thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same 
was twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred, on the 
twenty-fifth instant, the petition of sundry distillers and others, inhabitants of the coun- 
ties of Rockingham and Augusta, in the State of Virginia, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee of the Whole House on Thursday 
next. 

Mr. Harper, from the same committee, presented, according to order, a bill making 
appropriations for the support of Government, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine ; which was received, and read the first time. i 

On motion, 
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The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Thursday next. 

, The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the report of the Committee of Claims, of the sixteenth of April last, to 
whom was referred the petition of Jonathan Haskill; and, after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee 
had, according to order, had the said report under consideration, and come to a reso- 
tution thereupon ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House, as followeth : ` 

Resolved, ‘That the proper accounting officers be directed to credit and allow to Jo- 
nathan Haskill, the sum of two hundred and fifty-eight dollars and twenty-five cents, 
placed in his hands for the use of the detachment under his command, and by him lost 
in the month of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant to the said resolution ; and that 
the Committee of Claims do prepare and bring in the same. i 

Ona motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That there be allowed to Joseph Wheaton, Sergeant-at-arms to this House, 
the continuance of his per diem compensation, for ninety days extraordinary, being a 
period which he was confined by sickness, which commenced in the service of the 
House, and continied after the last adjournment ; and that the Clerk be authorized to 
pay the same out of the moneys appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of this 
House : 

Ordered, That the said motion be referred to Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Livingston, and Mr. 
William C. C. Claiborne, with power to report thereon by bill, or otherwise. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee ofthe 
Whole House on the report of the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, of 
the second of March last, to whom was referred the petition of Gazzam, Taylor, arid 
Jones; and, aftur some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said report un- 
der consideration, and come to a resolution thereupon; which he delivered in at the 
Clerk’s table, where the same was twice read, and agreed to by the House, as followeth : 

Resolved, That Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, of the city of Philadelphia, merchants, 
ought to be relieved, according to the prayer of their petition; and that, the Commit- 
tee of Commerce and Manufactures be instructed to prepare and bring in a bill accord- 
ingly. 

oi. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, presented, according to order, 2 
bill for the relief of Jonathan Haskill ; which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. i 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have appointed Mr. Anderson, of the Joint Committee for 
Enrolled Bills, on their part. And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, presented, 
according to order, a biil for the rchef of Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, of the city of Phi- 
tadeiphia ; which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House, to-morrow. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1799. 


Another member, to wit : Thomas Sumter, from South Carolina, appeared, and took 
his seat in the House. 

An engrossed bill respecting quarantines and health laws was read the third time- 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘* An act respecting qua- 
rantines and health laws.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and de- 
sire their concurrence. 

A memorial of George Latimer, collector for the district and port of Philadelphia, 
was presented to the House and read, stating the insufficiency of the fees and other 
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emoluments allowed him by law; and praying that the same may be increased, and 
rendered more adequate to his services. : 

Ordered; That the, said memorial be referred to the Committee of Commerce and ` 
Manufactures. f 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee had examined an enrolled bill, entitled “An act for the punishment of. certain 
crimes therein specified,” and had found the same to be truly enrolled: Whereupon, 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bill. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House; according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the report of the seventeenth instant, from the committee appointed 
on so much of the President’s speech as relates to the Naval establishment ; the auga 
mentation of the Navy ; and the adoption of systematic measures for procuring timber, 
and other supplies; and, after some tune spenttherein, Mr Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said 
report under consideration, and come to several resolutions thereupon ; which he deli- 
vered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same were severally twice read, and agreed to 
by the House, as follow : 

1. Resolved, That two docks be established in the United States, and that a sum, not 
exceeding fifty thousand dollars, be appropriated therefor. 

2. Resolved, That one hundred thousand doilars be appropriated for the purchase of 
timber to be used or preserved for building ships or vessels of war of the United States. 

3. Resolved, That the Navy be augmented with six ships, to carry not less than seven- 
ty-four guns, to be built within the United States, and six sloops of war, of not more 
than eighteen guns, to be built or purchased within the United States; and that a sum 
not exceeding one million of dollars, be appropriated therefor. 

4. Resolved, That the President of the United States be authorized, by law, to aug- 
ment the number of guns on board any ship now in service, or building, above the num- 
ber such ship may be rated; and that thirty-five thousand dollars be appropriated for 
that purpose. 

"5. Resolved, That the President of the United States be authorized to take on the 
Naval establishment, such of the revenue cutters, now in service, as may be, in his opi- 
nion, fit for service abroad. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant to the said resolutions ; and that 
Mr, Josiah Parker, Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Sewall, Mr. Champlin, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Gris- 
wold, and Mr. Van Cortlandt, do prepare and bring in the same. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself intoa Committee of the. 
Whole House on the bill for the relief of Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, of the city of. 
Philadelphia; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill 
under consideration, and made two amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the 
Clerk’s table, where the same were severally twice r ad, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill for the reliefof Jonathan Haskill ; and, after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee 
had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. i 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow, 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 1799. 


An engrossed bill for the relief of Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, of the city of Philadel. 
hia, was read the third time. 7 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act for the relief of 
Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, of the city of Philadelphia.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and de~ 
sire their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Jonathan Haskill was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act for the relief of 
Jonathan Haski!l.” ` ; 
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Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. ; 

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the county of Amelia, in the State of Virginia 

~ whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House, and read, * stating. 

for certain reasons therein expressed, their disapprobation of the treaty of amity, com. 
merce, and navigation, negotiated with Great Britain ; and, also, of two acts passed at 
the last Session of Congress, called the alien and sedition laws; and of other acts pass- 
ed at the same Session, authorizing the increase of the Army of the United States, and 
the expenditures thereof, as being, in their opinion, unconstitutional and impolitic, and 
tending to the subversion of the liberties of the People, and the establishment of an 
oppressive system of finance and taxation :” Whereupon, : 

A motion was made and seconded that the said petition be referred to the Commit. 
tee of the Whole House to whom was referred, on the twenty-fifth instant, the memo- 
tial of the inhabitants of the county of Suffolk, in the State of New York, 


And resolved in the affirmative, Nays 90. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
. ‘Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, Joseph Heister, 
George Baer, jun. David Holmes, 
Abraham Baldwin, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
David Bard, James H. Imlay, 
James A. Bayard, ‘Walter Jones, 
‘Thomas Blount, Edward Livingston, 
Jonathan Brace, Matthew Locke, 
Richard Brent, Samuel Lyman, 
„David Brooks, James Machir, 
Robert Brown, Nathaniel Macon, 
Stephen Bullock, William Matthews, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Joseph M‘Dowell, 
John Chapman, Lewis R. Morris, 
Thomas Claiborne, Anthony New, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, John Nicholas, 
Matthew Clay, Harrison G. Otis, 
John Clopton, Josiah Parker, 
James Cochran, Thomas Pinckney, 
Wilham Craik, John Reed, 

John Dawson, James Schureman, 
Jobn Dennis, ‘Thomas Sinnickson, 
George Dent, Tompson J. Skinner, 
Joseph Eggleston, Samuel Smith, 
Lucas Elmendorf, William Smith, 
‘Thomas Evans, Richard Dobbs Spaight. 
William Findley, Richard Sprigg, 
Jonathan Freeman, Richard Stanford, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Thomas Sumter, 
Albert Gallatin, Mark Thomson, 
James Gillespie, Thomas Tillinghast, 
Andrew Gregg, Abram Trigg, 
‘William Barry Groye, John Trigg, 

John A. Hanna, Joseph B. Varnum, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Abraham Venable, 
Carter B. Harrison, John Williams, and 
Thomas Hartley, Robert Williams. 


Jonathan N. Havens, 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Bailey Bartlett, William Gordon, 
William Edmond, Roger Griswold, 
Abiel Foster, William Hindman, 
Dwight Foster, : John Wilkes Kittera, 
Henry Glen, Isaac Parker, 


Chauncey Goodrich, John Rutledge, junior, 
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Samuel Sewall, Richard Thomas, 
William Shepard, Jobn E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Sprague, Peleg Wadsworth, and 
George Thatcher, * Robert Waln. 


An address and remonstrance of the inhabitants of the county of Essex, in the State 
of New Jersey, signed by order, and in behalf of a meeting of the said inhabitants; by 
Amos Harrison, their chairman, and J. Parkhurst, their clerk, praying a repeal of cer- 
tain acts passed at the last Session of Congress, for the reasons therein expressed. 

Ordered, That the said address and remonstrance be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole Ifouse last mentioned. i 

Mr Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Mcans, presented, according to order, 
a bill making appropriations for the support of the Military establishment, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine ; which was received, and read the first 
time. - 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itsclf into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the bill to alter the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills 
of exchange and bilis of lading, by an act, entitled “An act laying duties on stamped 
vellum, parchment, and paper,” and further to amend the same ; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, again had the said bill under consideration, and made 
a farther progress therein, g 

fiesolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said biil. 

On motion, , 

Ordered, That the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was referred 
on the eighteenth instant, the petition of Charles Gobert, be discharged {rom the consi- 
deration thereof; and that the petitioncr have Jeave to withdraw his said petition. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speuker: The Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Lewis;” to which they desire the concurrence of this House. And then he with- 
drew. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the 
committee did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for his approba- 
tion, an enrolled bill, entitled “An act for the penishment of certain crimes therein 
specified.” 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, ac- 
companying two statements, one exhibiting the value or quantity of the goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, in ships or vesscls of the United States, 
for one year, prior to the first of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven ; and the other exhibiting, in like manner, the importations in ships or vessels of 
foreign nations, during the same period, in pursuance of a resolution of this House, of 
the twenty-ninth of May last ; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table, 

On motion, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire whether any, and what, altera- 
tions are necessary to an act, entitled “ An act to provide for the sale of the lands of the 
United States, in the Territory Northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river ;” and that they be authorized to report by bill, or otherwise. 

Ordered, 'Yhat Mr. Kittera, Mr. Edmond, and Mr. William Smith, be appointed a 
committee pursuant, to the said resolution, 

‘The several orders of the day were further postponed. until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1799. 


A petition of John Miller, jun. of the city of Philadelphia, merchant, was presented 
to the House and read, praying that he may reccive debentures for the drawback on 
eertain goods imported into the port of Pluladelphia, which were sent by inland con- 
veyances to the port of Baltimore, and intended jor exportation therefrom ; which de- 
bentures have hitherto been refused the petitioner, in consequence of a late construc- 
tion of the laws of revenue, by the Comptreiler of the ‘freasury. 

Ordered, Vhat the said petition, together with the petition of Andrew Kennedy, pres 

Vor. I.=——5S 
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sented the twenty-eighth of May last, be referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

A memorial of Daniel Stevens, Supervisor of the Revenue, for the district of South 
Carolina, was presented to the House and read, stating the insufficiency of the cem- 
pensation allowed him by law; and praying that the same may be increased, and ren- 
dered more adequate to his services. z 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the Northeastern part of the county of North- 
umberland, in the State of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that a post road may be established from 
Northumberland borough to Danville ; thence to the town of Catawissa (or Hughs- 
burgh ;) and thence tothe town of Berwick, in the said State. 

Also, a petition of sundry inhabitants of the counties of Lancaster and Dauphin, in 
the said State of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, praying that a 
post road may be established from the borough of Lancaster, to pass through the towns 
of Elizabeth and Middletown, to Harrisburgh, in the said county of Dauphin. 

Ordered, That'the said petitions be referred to the committee appointed, on the twen- 
ty-fourth ultimo, to inquire whether any, and what amendments, are necessary to be 
made in the act, entitled “An act to establish the post office and post roads within the 
United States.” 

Petitions of sundry inhabitants of the counties of York, Dauphin, and Washington, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, were presented to 
the House and read, respectively stating their disapprobation of certain laws passed at 
former sessions of Congress; and praying a repeal of the same, for the reasons therein 
expressed. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
to whom was referred, on the twenty-fifth instant, the memorial of the inhabitants of 
the county of Suffolk, in the State of New York. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act for the relief of Thomas Lewis,” 
was read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed toa Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Ordered, that the Committee of the Whole House to whom was committed, on the 
twenty-second instant, the bill to regulate and fix the compensation of Clerks, be dis- 
charged from the consideration thereof; and that the said bill be re-committed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, ac. 
companying a letter and certain statements prepared by the Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury, in pursuance of the seventh section of the act, entitled “An act establishing a 
Mint, and regulating the coins of the United States ;? which were read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill to alter the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills of 
exchange and bills of lading, by an act, entitled “An act laying duties on stamped vel- 
lum, parchment and paper,” and further to amend the sane ; and, after some time 

spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutlcdge reported that the 
committee had, according to order, again had the said bill under consideration, and 
made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table. 

‘The House then proceeded to consider the said bill and amendments : Whereupon,. 

"The amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole House to the second 
section, and the amendment to insert two new sections after the fourth section of the 
bill, were, on the question severally put thereupon, disagreed to by the House. 

The first amendment to the seventh section, to wit : to fill up the first blank therein, 
with the word “ four,” being twice read, 

The question was taken, that the House do agree to the same, 

' Vegas was ces 308 49, 
Nays ees -----: x- 40. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-ffth of the rnembers present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
John Allen, Jonathan Brace, 


Bailey Bartlett, David Brooks, 
James A. Bayard, Stephen Bullock, 


And resolved in the affirmative, 
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Christopher G. Champlin, 

James Cochran, 

William Craik, 

John Dennis, 

George Dent, 

William Edmond, 

Thomas Evans, 

Abiel Foster, 

Dwight Foster, 

Jonathan Freeman, 

Nathanicl Freeman, jun. 

Henry Glen, 

Chauncey Goodrich, 

William Gordon, 

Roger Griswold, 

William Barry Grove, 

Robert Goodloe Harper, 

Thomas Hartley, 

Wiliam Hindman, 

Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 

James H. Imlay, 

John Wilkes Kittera, 
‘Fhose who voted in the negative, are, 

Abraham Baldwin, 

David Bard, 

Thomas Blount, 

Robert Brown, 

Samuel J. Cabell, 

Thomas Claiborne, 

William Charles Cole Claiborne, 

Matthew Clay, 

John Clopton, 

John Dawson, 

Joseph Eggleston, 

Lucas Elmendorf, 

William Findley, 

Albert Gallatin, 

James Gillespic, 

Andrew Gregg, 

John A. Hanna, 

Carter B. Harrison, 

Jonathan N. Havens, 

Joseph Heister, 
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Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
‘Thomas Pinckney, 
John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 


. Samuel Sewall, 


William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Samuel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
Richard Sprigg, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
John E. Van Alen, + 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


David Holmes, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Wiliam Matthews, 
Joseph M*Dowell, 
John Nicholas, 

Josiah Parker, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abraham Trigg, 

John ‘Trigg, 

Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Wilhams, 


The other amendments reported from the Committee of the Whole House, were, on 


the question severally put thereupon, 


The said bill was then further amended at th 
amendments agreed to, ordered to be engrossed 


agreed to by the House. 
ie Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
, and read the third time to-morrow. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker : ‘The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An act respecting balan- 
ces reported against certain States by the Commissioners appointed to settle the accounts 
between the United States and the several Siates,” with amcndments ; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. And then he w:thcdrew. . 

A message, in writing, was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Shaw, his Secretary, as followeth : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


Thave received a report from the Director of the Mint on the state of the business com- 
mitted to his’ superintendence, and a statement of coinage at the Mint of the United 
States, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, which it is proper to 


lay before Congress. TOEA INS 
January 31st, 1799, 
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‘The said message and report were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Another message was reccived from the President of the United States; by Mr. Shaw. 
his Secretary, notifying that the President did, on the thirtieth instant, approve and sign 
an act, which originated in this House, entitled ‘ An act for the punishment of certain 
crimes therein specified.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1799. 


Another member, to wit : John Fowler, from Kentucky, appeared, and took his seat 
in the House. j 

An engrossed bill to alter the stamp duties upon foreign bills of exchange and bills of 
lading, by an act, entitled “ An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and pa- 
per;” and further to amend the same, was read the third time, and the blanks therein 
filled up. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act to alter the stamp 
duties upon foreign bills of exchange and bills of lading, by an act, entitled © An act 
laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper, and further to amend the 
same,” : ‘ 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this [louse do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

A petition of Andrew Thompson, the brother and administrator of William Thomp- 
son, deceased, was presented to the House and read, praying that he may receive the 
pay duc for the services of the deceased, as an officer in Colonel Moylan’s regiment of 
light dragoons, trom the first of January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, 
to the close of the Revolutionary war with Great Britain. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Josiah Parker, from the committee appointed, on the fourteenth of December 
last, on so much of the Presideut’s speech as relates to the Naval establishment, the 
augmentation of the Navy, and the adoption of systematic measures for procuring tim- 
ber and other supplies, presented according, to order, a bill for the augmentation of the 
Navy, and fixing the pay of the captains of ships or vessels of war; which was received, 
and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr, Josiah Parker, trom the same committec, also reported a bill authorizing the es- 
tablishment of docks ; which was reccived, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House ou Monday next. ; 

Mr. Josiah Parker, from the same committee, also reported a bill authorizing the 
“purchase of timber for Naval purposes ; which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. Rutledge, from the committee appointed on the twenty-cighth ultimo, presented, 
according to order, a bill for the relief of J oseph Wheaton ; which was received, and 
read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. Samucl Smith, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, presented, 
according to order, a bill to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage ; 
which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bif was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Com 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The House, according to the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the report of the committee, of the third of May last, to whom 
was referred the representation and remonstrance of the Legislature of the State of 
Georgia; and, after some time spent therein, Mr Speaker resumed the chair, and 
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Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, again had the said 
report under consideration, and directed him to report te the House their disagreement 
to the resolution contained therein, and their agreement to another resolution therenp- 
on; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table. 

The House then proceeded to consider the said report and resolution : Whereupon, 

The resolution contained in the report, to which the Committee of the Whole House 
reported their disagrecment, being read, in the words following, to wit : 

‘Resolved, ‘That the United States will make compensation to the State of Georgia 
for the loss and damage sustained by that State, m consequence of the cession of the 
county of Tallassee, made to the Creek nation, by the treaty of New York, unless it 
shall be deemed expedient to extinguish the Indian title to the said land : 

The question was taken that the House do agree with the Committee of the Whole 
House in their disagreement to the same, 

And resolved in the affirmative. 

The resolution reported from the Committee of the Whole House, being then twice 
read, was, on the question put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as followeth : 

Resolved, ‘Vhat provision ought to be made, by law, for complying with such treaty 
as the President of the United States may think proper to make with the Creek In 
dians, for obtaining possession, in behalf of the State of Georgia, of the lands lying 
within the county of Tallassee, or other lands on the frontier of the suid State, which 
may be deemed equivalent thereto ; and that dollars be appropriated therefor. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant to the said resolution, and 
that Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Venable, and Mr. Nathaniel Smith, do prepare, and bring in 
the same. ; 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to amend the act, entitled ‘“An act to provide for the valua- 
tion of lands and dwelling houses, and the cmumeration of slaves within the United 
States ;? and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under 
consideration, and made some progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, on Monday next, again resolve itself into 2 Committee 
of the Whole House on the said bill. 

The several orders of the day were farther postponed until Monday next. 

And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1799. 


A petition and remonstrance of sundry inhabitants of the county of Philadelphia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the 
House and read, stating their disapprobation of certain acts passed at former sessions of 
Congress; and praying a repeal of the same, for the reasons therein expressed. 

Ordered, That the said petition and remonstrance be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House to whom was referred, on the twenty-fifth ultimo, the memorial of 
the inhabitants of the county of Suffolk, in the State of New York. 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, presented, according to or- 
der, a bill making appropriations for the support of the Naval establishment, for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine ; which was received, and read the 
first time. 

i On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Harper, from the same committee, to whom was re-committed, on the thirty-first 
ultimo, the bill to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, reported an amendatory 
bill; which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, : 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committce 
of the Whole House on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Harper, from the same committee, presented, according to order, a bill to grant 
an additional compensation, for the year one thousand seven hundred and nimety-nine, 
to certain officers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States ; 
which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 

af the Whole House to-morrow. 
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Mr: Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 


twenty-cighth ultimo, the petition of Moses White, with a report of the former Seere- ` 


tary of the Treasury thereon, made a report; which was read, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 
On motion, 

Ordered, That Mr. Griswold be appointed of the Committee of Ways and Means, in 

the room of Mr. Nathaniel Smith, who has obtained leave of absence. i 
On motion, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire whether any, and what, amend. 
ments are necessary to be made to the act, entitled ‘An act for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen ;” and that they be authorized to report by bill, or otherwise. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Waln, and Mr. Livingston, be appointed a commit- 
tee, pursuant to the said resolution. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to amend the act, entitled “An act to provide for the valua- 
tion of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United 
States ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Rutledge reported that the committee had, according te order, had the said bill 
under consideration, and made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table, where the same were severally twice read, amended, and agreed 
to by the House. 

A motion was then made and seconded farther to amend the said bill, at the Clerk’s 
table, by striking out the first section thereof, as amended by the Committee of the 
Whole House, in the words following, to wit : 

* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and here- 
by is authorized and empowered, under the direction of the President of the United 
States, to augment, in cases where he may find it necessary, the compensations fixed 


for principal and assistant assessors, by the act, entitled ‘An act to provide for the va- . 


Juation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United 
States,’ so, however, as that no principal or assistant assessor shall, in any case, re- 
ceive more than two dollars per day ; which additional compensations shall be subject 
to the same rules of settlement as are established by the aforesaid act respecting the 
compensations therein fixed for principal and assistant assessors :” 

And the question being taken thereupon, 


Peter Ser acre Veas .... cece eee 47, 
It was resolved in the affirmative, NaySseeceeeeeees AS 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, Edward Livingston, 
David Bard, Matthew Locke, 
Bailey Bartlett, Samuel Lyman, 


Robert Brown, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
John Chapman, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 

John Clopton, 
Thomas ‘I’. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
John Fowler, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William Barry Grove, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 


James Machir, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 
William Shepard, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter, 
George Thatcher, 
Mark Thomson, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

John E. Yan Alen, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, 
John Williams, and 
Robert Williams. 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 


George Baer, jun. Thomas Hartley, 
James A. Bayard, William Hindman, 
Thomas Blount, James H. Imlay, 
Jonathan Brace, William Matthews, 
David Brooks, Lewis R. Morris, 
Christopher G. Champlin, John Nicholas, 
James Cochran, i Harrison G. Otis, 
Wiliam Craik, Isaac Parker, 
Samuel W. Dana, Josiah Parker, 

John Dennis, Thomas Pinckney, 
George Dent, Jonn Reed, 
William Edmond, John Rutledge, jun. 
Thomas Evans, James Schureman, 
Abiel Foster, Samuel Sewall, 
Dwight Foster, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Albert Gallatin, Samuel Smith, 
James Gillespie, ; tichard Dobbs Spaight, 
Henry Glen, Peleg Sprague, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Sprigg, 
William Gordon, Richard Thomas, 
Roger Griswold, Peleg Wadsworth, and 
John A. Hauna, Robert Wain. 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 


The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments agreed to, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act respecting 
balances reported against certain States, by the Commissioners appointed to settle 
the accounts between the United States and the several States,” were read, and order- 
ed to be committed to a Committee of the Whole House, innnediately. 

The House, accordingly, resolved itself into the said committec ; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, andMr. Rutledge reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, had the said amendments under consideration, and 
directed him to report to the House their agreement to the same, without amendment. 

The House then procecded to consider the said amendments at the Clerk’s table : 
Whereupon, 

A motion was made and seconded to amend the first amendment, by striking out, 
in the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fiftecnth lines, the words “having been, previously 
to such expenditure, ceded by such State to the United Stules .” 

And the question being taken thereupon, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

And, on the question that the House do agree to the said first amendment, as 
amended, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the other amendments proposed by the Se- 
nate to the said bill. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, 

The several orders of the day were further postpened until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned antil to-morrow morning cleven o'clock. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 17599. 


The Speaker being indisposed, and unable to attend, 
‘Phe several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleyen o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1799. 


The Speaker attended, and took the chair. 

An engrossed bill to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to provide for the valuation 
of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States,” 
was read the third time. ; 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act to amend the 
act, entitled ‘An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houscs, and 
the enumeration of slaves within the United States.” 
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Ordered, That the Clerk ofthis House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Ratledge left the chair of the committee : 

But the Speaker being prevented, by indisposition, from resuming the chair, to re- 
ceive the report from the Committee of the Whole Housc, 

An adjournment was called for : Whereupon, 

"The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1799. 


The Speaker attended, and took the chair. 

A petition of William C. Webb, of the county of Orange, in the State of Virginia, 
was presented to the House and read, praying the liquidation and settlement of a claim 
for the value of forty-four head of cattle, delivered by the petitioner in the State of 
North Carolina, to Morgan Brown, a Commissary of Parchases for the Army of the 
United States in the Southern department, during the Revolutionary war with Great 
Britain. : 

A motion was made, and the question being put, that the said petition be referred 
to the Committee of Clains, 

It passed in the negative. 

A petition of John Vaughan, of the city of Philadelphia, merchant, was presented 
to the House and read, praying relief in the case of the loss of a certain sum of money 
which the petitioner has sustained on the deposite of a considerable quantity of silver 
bullion deposited at the Mint of the United States, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-five ; the value of which bulion has been calculated at the rate of 
nine parts fine to one part alloy, instead of the rate of one thousand four hundred 
and eighty-five parts fine, to one hundred and seventy-nine parts alloy, as required by 
the thirteenth section of the act, entitled ‘An act establishing a Mint, and regulating 
the coins of the United States.” 

Ordered, That the said petition, tegether with the petition of Alexander Power and 
others, presented the fourteenth of September, one thousand seven handred and 
eighty-ninc, and a report of the Secretary of War thercoa, made the nineteenth of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Rutledge reported from the Committee of the Whole House, to whom was com- 
mitted the bill to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage, that the 
committec had, yesterday, according to order, had the sud bill under consideration, 
and made several amendments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, 
where the same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

The said bill was then further amended at the Cle <’s table, and, together with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time on Monday next. 

Gn motion, 

Ordered, That the committee appointed, on the twenty-fourth of December last, to 
inquire whether any, and what, amendments, are necessary to be made in the act, en- 
titled “ Anact to establish the Post Office and Post Roads within the United States,” 
pave leave to report by bill or bills, or otherwise. ; 

"Phe Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
accompanying a statement exhibiting the tonnage of the shipping of the United States, 


at the close of the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven ; which were 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, trom the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 
first instant, the petition of Andrew ‘Thompson, the brother and administrator of Wil- 
ham Thompson, deceased, made a report ; which was read, and ordered to he on the 
table. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker : ‘The Senate desire a conference with this House on the subject-matter 
of the amendment proposed by this House, to the first amendment of the Senate to 
the bill, entitled “ An act respecting balances reported against certain States, by the 
Commissioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United States and the 
several States,” and have appointed. managers at the said conference on their part 
The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An act further to suspend the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof, 
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and for other purposes,” with several amendments ; to which they desire the €oneur- 
rence of this House. And then he withdrew. ; 

The House proceeded to consider so much of the foregoing message from the Se- 
nate as relates to a conference with this House on the subject-matter of the ‘amend- 
ment depending between the two Houses to the first mentioned bill : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said conference 5 and that Mr. Harper, 
Mr. Hosmer, and Mr. Venable, be appointed managers at the same, on thé’ part of 
this House. “a! Š i 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Thomas Lewis ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said 
bill under consideration, and made no amendment thereto. f 

Ordered, ‘That the said bill be read the third time to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, ac- 
companying a statement of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from the. United 
States for one year, prior to the first day of October, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight ; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled ‘€ An act further to 
suspend the commercial intercourse between the United States and France, and the 
dependencies thereof, and for other purposes,” were read, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House immediately. Fe 

The House, accordingly, resolved itselfinto the said committee ; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the 
committee had, according to order, had the said amendments under consideration, and 
directed him to report to the House their agreement to the same. . 

The House then proceeded to consider the said amendments at the Clerk’s table : 
Whereupon, : 

The sixth amendment proposed by the Senate, being again read, to strike out the 
fifth and sixth sections of the said bill, in the words following, to wit : 
` « And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States, if he shall judge it expedient, and forthe interest of the United States, to issue 
a proclamation for suspending and prohibiting all commercial intercourse between the 
United States and any port or place in the West fudies, or elsewhere, to which ships 
or vessels of the United States, captured by ships of war or privateers, sailing undex 
the authority or color of authority from the French Republic, shall be allowed to be 
sent or carried, and to be there condemned or sold. And such proclamation shall be 
effectual to prevent the departure of any vessel which shall not conform thereto, after 
notice of the same at the offices of the several collectors of the collection districts of 
the United States; and from and after the expiration of two months, or any longer 
time which shall be therein expressed, shall be effectual to prevent the entry of any 
vessel coming from the port or place with which the commercial intercourse shall be 

thereby prohibited. And it shall also be lawful for the President of the United States 
to revoke any such proclamation, whenever, in his opinion, the public interest may 
require the same. 

ss And be it further enacted, That all ships or vessels which shall be employed in 
any traffic or commerce with any person resident within the jurisdiction of any port or 
place with which commercial intercourse shall be prohibited bya proclamation of the 
President of the United States, or be voluntarily carried, or suffered to proceed, to any 
such port or place, and all ships and vessels, and their cargoes, owned, fitted, hired, or 
employed, by any person resident in any such port or place, or sailing or coming there- 
from, contrary to the tenor hereof, shall be subject to the same forfeitures, penalties, 
disabilities, and proceedings, as are respectively provided. in other cases mentioned in 
this act: Provided, That nothing in this act contained, shall be construed to authorize 
a suspension or prohibition of the commercial intercourse carried on by means of the 
River Mississippi, between the interior parts of the United States and New Orleans :” 

The question was taken that the House do agree with the Committee of the Whole 
House in their agreement to the suid sixth amendment, 


And resolved in the affirmative, S Nays Bone ae 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 


Yor. W.——59 - 


` 
4 
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~ Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


George Baer, jun. 
Abraham Baldwin, 
_ David Bard, 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Thomas Blount, 


Carter B. Harrison, ` 
Thomas Hartley, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, . 
James H. Imlay, 


Richard Brent, Walter Jones, 
Robert Brown, Edward Livingston, 
Stephen Bullock, Matthew Locke, 
John Chapman, James Machir, 


Thomas Claiborne, 

William Charles Cole Claiborne, 

Matthew Clay, 

John Clopton, 

James Cochran, 

Samuel W. Dana, Isaac: Parker, 

Thomas T. Davis, Josiah Parker, 

John Dawson, John Reed, 

George Dent, James Schureman, 

Joseph Eggleston, Samuel Sewall, 

Lucas Elmendorf, Tompson J. Skinner, 

Thomas Evans, Samuel Smith, 

Wilham Findley, William Smith, 

John Fowler, Richard. Sprigg, 

Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Richard Stanford, 

Albert Gallatin, Abram Trigg, 

James Gillespie, Joseph B. Varnum, 

Andrew Gregg, Abraham Venable, and 
. John A. Hanna, Robert Williams. 

Robert Goodloe Harper, 


‘those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
William Craik, 
John Dennis, 
William Edmond, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 


Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair McClenachan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, 


John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samuel Lyman, 
William Matthews, 
Joseph McDowell, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
"Thomas Pinckney, 
Jobn Rutledge, jun. 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 


William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Resolved, That this House doth also agree with the Committee of the Whole House 
in their agreement to all the other amendments of the Senate to the said bill. 

Ordered, Thatthe Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred, on the 
thirty-first ultimo, the memorial of Daniel Stevens, Supervisor of the District of South 
Carolina, made a report; which was read and considered: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is not expedient, at this time, to grant any further increase of com- 
pensation to the said Daniel Stephens; and that he have leave to withdraw his me- 
morial. . $ : 

Mr. Harper, from the same committee, presented, according to order, a bill to aug- 
ment the salaries of the officers therein mentioned ; which was received, and read the 
first time. 

_ - On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 

of the Whole House to-morrow. 
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Mr. Morris, from the committee appointed on the twenty-first of December last, pre- 
sented, according to order, a bill providing compensation for the Marshals, Clerks, 
Attorneys, Jurors, and Witnesses, in the Courts of the United States, and to repeal 
certain parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes ; which was receiv- 
ed, and read the first time. l 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The House, according to the order ofthe day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the biil for the augmentation of the Navy, and fixing the pay of the: 
captains of ships or vessels of war; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to or- 
der, had the said bill under consideration, and made some progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said bill, 

Mr. Craik, from the committee appointed, on the twenty-fourth of December last, to 
inquire whether any, and what, amendments are necessary in the act, entitled “An 
act to establish the post office and post roads within the United States,” reported, in 
part, a bill to establish the post office of the United States; which was received, and 
read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. Pinckney, from the committee appointed on the first instant, presented, accord- 
ing to order, a bill appropriating a certain sum of money to defray the expense of 
holding a treaty or treaties with the Indians; which was received, and read the first 
time. ; 

On motion, . 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1799. 


A petition of sundry inhabitants of the County of Stafford, in the State of Virginia, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying 
that a post office may be established at the town of Woodstock, in the said County of 
Stafford, for the convenience and benefit of the petitioners and others. 

Ordered, ‘That the said petition be referred to the committee appointed, on the twen- 
ty-fourth of December last, to inquire whether any, and what, amendments are neces- 
sary to be made in the act, entitled ‘ An act to establish the post office and post roads 
within the United States.” : 

A petition of James Campbell was presented to the House and read, praying that he 
may receive the arrears of pension due to him, in consideration of wounds received whilst 

` a soldier inthe first regiment of the Massachusetts line on Continental establishment, 
during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Ordered, That the petition of Robert Sturgeon, presented on the seventeenth of 
December last, be referred to Mr. Gregg, Mr. Brace, and Mr. Robert Williams ; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

Ordered, That the petitions of Samuel Watt, presented on the eleventh of April 
last, and of Charles White, presented on the thirteenth of the same month, be refer- 
red to the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the Committce of Commerce and Manufactures, presented, 
according to order, a bill to establish the compensations of the officers employed in 
the collection of the duties on imports and tonnage, and for other purposes; which was 
received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. : 

Ordered, That the petitions of William Dodge, and others, presented on the twentyr 
first of November, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and of sundry wejgh- 
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ers for the portof Boston and Charlestown, in the District of Massachusetts, presented on 
the thirteenth of July last, be referred to the Committee of the Whole House last ap- 
ointed. : 
? The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the relief of Thomas Lewis,” 
was read the third time. 
` And, on the question that the same do pass, 
_ It was resolved in the affirmative. #8 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day; again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the bill for the augmentation of the Navy, and fixing 
the pay of the captains of ships or vessels of war; and, after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, 
according to order, again had the said bill under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House. i 

A ‘notion was then made, and the question being put, farther to amend the bill at 
the Glerk’s table, by striking out, in the first section thereof, the following words ; 
éc ‘There shall be built within the United States, six ships of war, ofa size to carry, and 
which shall be armed with not less than seventy-four guns each ;” and É 

Yeas sasosecesos 40, 
NayS ssssreeae - 54. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


It passed in the negative, 


Abraham Baldwin, David Holmes, 
David Bard, Waiter Jones, 
Richard Brent Edward Livingston, 
Robert Brown, » Matthew Locke, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Nathaniel Macon, 
Thomas Claiborne, Blair M‘Clenachan, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Joseph M‘Dowell, 
John Clopton, Anthony New, 
John Dawson, John Nicholas, 
Joseph Eggleston, Tompson J. Skinners, 
Lucas Elmendorf, William Smith, 
Wilbam Findley, Richard Sprigg, 
John Fowler, Richard Stanford, 
Albert Gallatin, Thomas Sumpter, 
James Gillespie, Abram Trigg, 
Andrew Gregg, John ‘Trigg, 
John A. Hanna, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Carter B. Harrison, Joseph B. Varnum, 
Jonathan N. Havens, Abraham Venable, and 
Joseph Heister, Robert Willians. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

N © Jonn Allen, Henry Glen, 

George Baer, jun Chauncey Goodrich, 
Bailey Bartlett, Wiliam Gordon, 
James A. Bayard, Roger Griswold, 
Jonathan Brace, William Barry Grove, 
David Brooks, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Stephen Bullock, ; ‘Thomas Hartley, 
Christopher G. Champlin, . William Hindman, 

~^ James Cochran, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
William Craik, f 7 James H. Inlay, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Wilkes Kittera, 
John Dennis, Samuel Lyman, 
George Dent, f James Machir, 
Wham Edmond, William Matthews, 
Thomas Evans, Daniel Morgan, 
Abici Foster, — : Lewis R. Morris, 
Dwight Foster, Harrison G. Otis, 


Jonathan Freeman, Fsaac Parker, 
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Josiah Parker, Peleg Sprague,- 
Thomas Pinckney, _ George Thatcher, 
John Reed, É Richard Thomas, 
John. Rutledge, junior, Mark Thomson, 
James Schureman, Thomas Tillinghast, 
Samuel Sewall, John E. Van Alen; 
Thomas Sinnickson, . Peleg Wadsworth, 
Samuel Smith, Robert Waln, and 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, John Williams.. - 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendment agreec to, be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. aes 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the fif- 
teenth ultimo, the petition of Seth Harding, made a report ; which was read, and con- 
sidered: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his said petition. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee had examined an enrolled bill, entitled “ An act further to suspend the commer- 
cial intercourse between the United States and Francc, and the dependencies thereo’ oe 
and had found the same to be truly enrolled: Whereupon, 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bill. 

- Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill authorizing the establishment of docks; and, after some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the 
committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 7 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for his approbation, ` 
an enrolled bill, entitled «An act further to suspend the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof.” 

On motion, 

. Resolved, That this House will, on Monday next, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the memorials, petitions, and remonstrances, of sundry inhabitants 
of the county of Suffolk, in the State of New-York ; of the county of Essex, in the 
State of New Jersey; of the counties of Philadelphia, Northampton, York, Dauphin, 
and Washington, in the State of Pennsylvania; and of the county of Amelia, in the 
State of ‘Virginia ; stating their disapprobation of certain acts passed at former sessions 
of Congress ; and. praying a repeal of the same. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
‘Whole House on the bill authorizing the purchase of timber for Naval purposes ; and, 
after some time spent therein, Mr. § peaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge re- 
ported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under considera- 
tion, and made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1799. 


sie 


On motion, 

Resolved, That the order of this House, of the seventh instant, directing the bill to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage, to be read the third time on 
Monday next, be rescinded ; and that the said bill be now read the third time. 

The said bill was accordingly read the third time ; 

And, on the question, that the same do pass, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. - 

Resolved, That the title be,“ An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and de- 
sire their concurrence. . 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the order of the House for the third reading, on this day, of the fol- . 

lowing engrossed bills, to wit: 
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A bill for the augmentation of the Navy, and fixing the pay of the Captains.of ships 
or vessels of war ;”- ; i 

A bill “ authorizing the establishment of docks 3? and 

‘A bill “authorizing the purchase of timber for Naval purposes ;” be postponed until 
Monday next. 

A petition of Jacob Barnitz, of the borough and county of York, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, was presented to the House and read, praying relief in the case of a certificate 
for the arrearages of pension duc to him, on the fourth day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, as an invalid pensioner of the United States; which 
certificate has been fraudulently obtained from the Treasury of the United States by a 
person of the name of Kelly, in consequence of a forged power of attorney. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committce of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 
third ultimo, the petition of Bernard de la Marquisie, made a report ; which was read, 
and considered : Whereupon, 

b Raoi That the prayer of the petition of the said Bernard de la Marquisie cannot 
e granted. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the Committee of Claims, of the fifteenth of Janu- 
ary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-cight, on the petition of Stephen Sayre ; 
and, after somé time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge 
reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said report under consid- 
eration, and directed him to report to the House their disagreement to the same. 

The House then proceeded to consider the said report at the Clerk’s table ; and the 
same being again read in the words following, to wit : 

“That the petitioner complains of a decision of the House of Representatives, made, 
en the sixteenth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, upon 

a petition presented by him on the twenty-seventh day of December, one thousand se- 
ven hundred and ninety-three, by which decision nothing was granted but leave to with- 
draw the said petition. 

«c This decision appears to have been made after a lengthy discussion, and on a report 
of the Secretary of State, and of a Select Committec. 

‘s The petitioner has exhibited no evidence to the committee, which they eonceive 
to be material, and which was not before the House when the former decision was made ; 
and the committee believe that that decision was a proper one : they are, therefore, of 
opinion, that the petitioner should again have leave to withdraw his petition :” 

The question was taken that the Housc do agree with the Committee of the Whole 
House in their disagreement to the said report, : 

“And resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion being then made and seconded that the House do come to the following re- 
solutions : 

«< Resolved, That the accounting officers of the Treasury be directed to audit and set- 
tle the account of Stephen Sayre,.as Secretary to the Legation of the American Com- 
mission at Berlin ; and that they allow him months’ pay at the rate of one thou- 
sand pounds sterling per annum, with interest thereon till paid. ` 

«c Resolved, That Stephen Sayre, late Secretary to Arthur Lee, one of the Commis- 
sioners from the United States at Berlin, be allowed the sum of —— dollars, for extra. 
services rendered the United States, subsequent to the departure of Arthur Lee from 
the Court of Berlin :” 

It was moved and seconded that the said motion, together with tlie petition of Ste- 
phen Sayre, be referred to the Committee of Claims ; 

And, the question being taken thereupon, 

It passed in the negative. 

‘An adjournment was then called for : Whereupon, . 

"The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday next. 

And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1799. 


“An engrossed bill for the augmentation of the Navy, and fixing the pay of the Cap- 
-tains of ships or vessels of war, was read the third time : 
And, on the question that the same do pass, 


Ht was resolved in the affirmative, < si Rane 54s. 


i 
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The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, > 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
A 


_ John Allen, 

George Baer, jun. 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 

“David Brooks, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Chuistopher G. Champlin, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
George Dent, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, ` 
Abiel Foster, 

‘Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 

` Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Thomas Blount, 
Richard Brent, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
‘Thomas Claiborne, 
, William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
John Clopton, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
John Fowler, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 


James H. Imlay, 
John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, “~ 
William Matthews, ` 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 

Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Samuel Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Waiter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, - 
John Nicholas, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter, 
Abram Trigg, 


Johan Trigg, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 


Robert Williams. 


Resolved, That the title be, “ An act for the augmentation of the Navy.” 
Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 


their concurrence. 


An engrossed bill authorizing the establishment of docks was read the third time. 
Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, An act authorizing the eg- 


tablishment of docks.” 


Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill tothe Senate, and desire 


their concurrence. 


An engrossed bill authorizing the purchase of timber for Naval purposes was read 


the third time. 


Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act authorizing the 


purchase of timber for Naval purposes.” 
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Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the. Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. ; : - 

A. petition of Thomas Arnold, of the town of Providence, in the State of Rhode 
Island, was presented to the House and read; praying that he may receive: payment on 
` a debenture for the drawback on a quantity of coffee imported by the petitioner into 

the port of Providence, and sold by him to William Rotch, jun. and company, of New 
Bedford, in the State of Massachusetts, who exported the said coffee, some time in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-cight, in the ship Minerva, to the port. of 
Bremen, and delivered the debenture to the petitioner, the payment of which has been 
refused by the Collector of the port of Providence. : 

P Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manu- 

actures. 5 

Ordered, That the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was referred, 
on the thirty-first ultimo, the petition of Andrew Kennedy, be discharged from the con- 
sideration thereof; and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his said petition. 

Mr. Harper, from the managers appointed the seventh instant, on the part of this 
House, to attend a conference with the Senate on the subject-matter of the amendment 
proposed by this House to the first amendment of the Senate, to the bill, entitled «An 
act respecting balances reported against certain States by the Commissioners appointed 

` to settle the accounts between the United States and the seyeral States,” made a re- 
port ; which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr, Shaw, his 
Secretary, notifying that the President did, on the ninth instant, approve and sign an 
act, which originated in this House, entitled “An act further to suspend the commer- 
cial intercourse between the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

_Mr. Speaker: The Senate have agreed to a modification and amendment of their first, 
amendment to the bill, entitled «An act respecting balances reported against certain 
States by the Commissioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United 
States and the several States,” agreeably to the report of the conferees thereupon, and 
do adhere to the said amendment, with the modification and amendment thereof. The 
Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An act for the better organizing of the troops of the 
United States, and for other purposes ;” to which they desire the concurrence of this 

“House. And then he withdrew. 
The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1799. 


Memorials of sundry natives of Ireland, now residing within the United States, whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, were presented to the House and read, respectively 
praying a repeal of an act passed at the last session of Congress, entitled “ An act con- | 
cerning aliens.” 

Ordered, That the said memorials do lie on the table. 

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the States of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying 

` that a post-road may be established by law, from Concord, in Massachusetts, through 
Groton, New Ipswich, and Jaffrey, to Marlborough, in New Hampshire. 

Also, a petition of sundry inhabitants of Marlborough county, in the State of South 
Carolina, whose names are thereunto subscribed, stating that the petitioners are inform- 
ed that a petition is intended to be presented to Congress, to alter the post road from 
Fayetteville, in North Carolina, to Cheraw Courthouse, in.the said State of South Caro- 
lina, and praying that the said route, as now established by law, may be continued. 

‘Also; a petition of sundry inhabitants of the said county of Marlborough, whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, praying that a post office may- be established at the 
house of Joel Winfield, on Level Green, in the said county, for the convenience and 
benefit of the petitioners, and others. ; 

Ordered, Vhat the said petitions be referred to the committee appointed, on the twen- 

` ty-fourth of December last, to inquire whether any, and what, amendments are necessary 
to be made in the act, entitled “* An act to establish the post office and post roads within 
the United States.” ` 

A petition of Abraham Stout, of the State of Kentucky, was presented to the House 
and read, praying relief in consideration of wounds and other injuries received whilsta 
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Lieutenant in the second regiment of the New Jersey line on Continental establishment, 
during the Revolutionary war with Great Britain. W 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom were referred, on the 
twenty-fourth ultimo, the petition of Comfort Sands and others, with several reports 
‘thereupon, and a bill heretofore reported for the relief of the said Comfort Sands and 
others, made a report; which was read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House on Thursday next. i 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the same committee, reported a bill for the relief of Com- 

fort Sands and others; which was received, and read the first time. 
: On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House last appointed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of the managers appointed on the part 
of this House to attend a conference with the Senate on the subject-matter of the 
amendment proposed by this House to the first amendment of the Senate tẹ the bill, 
entitled “An act respecting balances reported against certain States by the Commis- 
sioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United States and the” several 
States,” which Jay on the table: Whereupon, 

Resolved, ‘Chat this House doth so far recede from their amendment to the amend- 
ment, as to agree to the said first amendment of the Senate, with a modification and 
amendment thereof, to read as followeth : 

“The jurisdiction whereof having been, previously to such expenditure, ceded by 
such State to the United States, with reservation that process civil and criminal issuing 
under authority of such State, may be scrved and executed therein.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “Anact for the better organizing of the 
troops of the United States, and for other purposes,” was read the first time. 

On motion,. ea 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. l 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Treasurer of the United States, 
accompanying his account of the receipts and expenditures of public moneys, from the 
first of July to the thirtieth of September, one thousead seven hundred and ninety- 
eight, inclusive ; which were read, and ordered to he on the table. 

Mr. Josiah Parker, from the committee appointed, on the twenty-fourth of December - 
last, on so much of the President’s specch as relates to the Naval establishment, the 
augmentation of the Navy, and the adoption of systematic measures for procuring tim- 
ber and other supplies, reported a bill fixing the pay of the Captains and Commanders 
of ships and vessels of war of the United States; which was received, and read the first 
time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Thursday next. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill, entitled ‘An act vesting the power 
of retaliation, in certain cases, in the President of the United States ;” also, a bill, en- 
titled An act to amend the act, entitled ¢ An act providing for the sale of the lands of . 
the United States in the Territory Northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of 
Kentucky river; anda bill, entitled “An act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act giving 
effect to the laws of the United States within the district of Tennessee;” to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. And then he withdrew. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House, to whom were referred certain 
memorials complaining of the act, entitled «* An act concerning aliens,” and of other 
late acts of the Congress of the United States, be discharged from the consideration 
thereof, and that the said memorials be referred to a Select Committee, to consider and 
report thereon to this House: : 

‘The question was taken thereupon, 


: 7 NE Pred | 
And resolved in the affirmative, Rae 48, 
Nays, osceeiees oo. 48. 


The veas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Vox. WL—60 
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, 
George Baer, jun. 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 

_ Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, ` 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Thomas Blount, 
Richard Brent, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, ° 
William Findley, 
John Fowler, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
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Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
John Wiłkes Kittera, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


David Holmes, 

Walter Jones, 

Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 

Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 

Josiah Parker, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 

William Smith, . 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Wiliams. 


Ordered, That Mr. Goodrich, Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Craik, and Mr. Hart; 
ley, be appointed a committee pursuant to the said resolution. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1799. 


Petitions and remonstrances of sundry inhabitants of the counties of Mifflin and Cum- 
berland, in the State of Pennsylvania, were presented to the House and read, respect- 
ively stating their disapprobation of certain laws passed at former sessions of Congress, 


and praying a repeal of the same. 


‘N 
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Also, a memorial of sundry inhabitants of Queen’s county, in the State of New York, 
signed in behalf of a meeting of the said inhabitants, by Jordan Seaman, their chairman, 
to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said petitions, remonstrances, and memorial, be referred to Mr. 
Goodrich, Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Craik, and Mr. Hartley ; that they do exa 
mine the matter thereof, and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. , : 

A petition of Samuel Stearns, of Brattleborough, in the State of Vermont, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying the aid and patronage of Congress in the esta- 
blishment of a lottery for the purpuse of raising a sum of money sufficient to defray the 
expense of publishing a certain medical work compiled by the petitioner, under the 
names of an American Dispensatory, and the Columbian Practice of Physic and System 
of Surgery, to be distributed gratis to the physicians, surgeons, apothecaries, and 
others, throughout the United States, who may iicline to become acquainted with the 
medical art. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the table. 

Ordered, That the committee to whom was referred, on the eighth instant, the peti- 
tion of Robert Sturgeon, have leave to report thereon by bill or otherwise. : 

Mr. Gregg, from the same committee, reported a bill authorizing the discharge of 
Robert Sturgeon from his present confinement ; which was received, and read the first 
time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. : 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill for the relicf of Joseph Wheaton; and, after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the commit- 
tee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made an 
amendment thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. f 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendment, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom were referred, on the 
twenty-second ultimo, the petition of John Tyler, executor of William G. Munford, and 
a report thereon, made a report; which was read: W hereupon, 

Ordered, That the consideration of the said report be postponed until Wednesday 
next. ` 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act vesting the power of retaliation, in 
certain cases, in the President of the United States,” was read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. i 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act 
giving effect to the laws of the United States within the District of Tennessee,” was 
read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act 
providing for the sale of the lands of the United States in the Territory Northwest of the 
river Ohio, and above the mouth. of Kentucky river,” was read the first time. 

On motion, 
The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to the com- 


mittee appointed, -on the thirtieth ultimo, to inquire whether.any, and.what, alterations - 


are necessary to be made in the said act. 3 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole. House on the bill appropriating a certain sum of money to defray the ex- 
pense of holding a treaty or treatics with the Indians; and, after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the commit- 
tee had, according to.order, had the said bill under consideration, and made an amend- 
ment thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. or 

The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. * > 
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"The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
_ And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1799. 


An engrossed bill appropriating a certain sum of money to defray the expense of 
holding a treaty or treaties with the Indians was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act appropriating a 
oera sum of money to defray the expense of holding a treaty or treaties with the In- 

ans. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. ; 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Joseph Wheaton was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘An act for the relief of 
Joseph Wheaton.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concutrence. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to establish the compensations of the officers employed in the 
collection of the duties on imports and tonnage ; and, after some time spent therein, 
Mr: Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, ac- 
cording to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same were seve- 
rally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill fixing the pay of the captains and commanders of ships 
and vessels of war of the United States ; and, after sometime spent therein, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to or- 
der, had the said bill under consideration, and made several amendments thereto ; which. 
he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same were severally twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. - 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

Ona motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to lay before this 
House any information he may have reccived touching a suspension of the arrété of the 
French Republic, communicated to this House, by his message of the twenty-eight day 
of January last : 

The question was taken thereupon, 


And resolved in the affirmative, Nays 38 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative are, 


John Allen, Nathaniel Freeman, jr. 
George Baer, jr. Albert Gallatin, 
Abraham Baldwin, James Gillespie, 
David Bard, Andrew Gregg, 
James A. Bayard, William Barry Grove, 

i Robert Brown, John A. Hanna, 
Stephen Bullock, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Carter B. Harrison, 
John Chapman, Jonathan N. Havens, 

* Fhomas Claiborne, Joseph Heister, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, David Holmes, 
Matthew Clay, Edward Livingston, 
Jobn Clopton, i Matthew Locke, 

John Dawson, Nathaniel Macon, 
Joseph Eggleston, William Matthews, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 4 Blair M’Clenachan, 
William Findley, ` ‘Joseph M’Dowell, 


John Fowler, Anthony New, 
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John Nicholas, Richard Sprigg, 
Josiah Parker, Richard Stanford, . 
Thomas Pinckney, Thomas Sumter, 
James Schureman, . Abram Trigg, 
Tompson J. Skinner, John Trigg, 
Samuel Smith, Joseph B. Varnum, 
William Smith, Abraham Venable, and 
_ Richard Dobbs Spaight, Robert Williams. 
"Those who voted in the negative, are, 
Bailey Bartlett, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
Jonathan Brace, James H. Imlay, 
David Brooks, John Wilkes Kittera, 
Christopher G, Champlin, Samuel Lyman, 
James Cochran, James Machir, 
William Craik, Lewis R. Morris, 
Samuel W. Dana, Harrison G. Otis, 
~ John Dennis, $ i Isaac Parker, 
George Dont, John Reed, 
William Edmond, John Rutledge, jr. 

: Thomas Evans, © Samuel Sewall, 
Abiel Foster, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Dwight Foster, -Nathaniel Smith, 
Jonathan Freeman, Peleg Sprague, 
Henry Gien, George Thatcher, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Thomas, 
William Gordon, Thomas Tillinghast, 
Roger Griswold, Robert Waln, and 
William Hindman, John Williams. 


Ordered, That Mr. Livingston and Mr. Harper be appointed a committee to present 
the foregoing resolution to the President of the United States. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘* An act to amend an act, 
entitled ‘An act giving effect to the laws of the United States within the district of Ten- 
nessee ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under 
consideration, and made no amendment thereto. i 

Ordered, That the said bill be read the third time to-morrow. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the, 
Whole House on the bill providing compensation for the marshals, clerks, attorneys, 
jurors, and witnesses, in the courts of the United States, and to repeal certain parts of 
the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes ; and, after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed ‘the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, 
according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made some progress 
therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the said bill. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow, 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’olock. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1799. 


An engrossed bill to establish the compensations of the officers employed in the col- 
lection of the duties on imports and tonnage was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act to establish the 
compensations of the officers employed in the collection of the duties on imports and 
tonnage.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and de- 
sire their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill fixing the pay of the captains and commanders of ships and vessels 
of war of the United States was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act fixing the pay of 
the captains and commanders of ships and vessels of war of the United States.” 
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_ Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and de- 
sire their concurrence. i 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act to amend an act, entitled « An act 
for giving effect to the laws of the United States within the district of Tennessee,” was 
read the third time. - , if 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Livingston, from the committee appointed, yesterday, to present to the President 
of the United States the resolution of this House relative to any information which may: 
have been received of a suspension of the arrêté of the Executive Directory of the 
French Republic, of the twenty-ninth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight, reported that the committee had, according to order, performed that ser- 
vice, and that the President signified to them that he would cause an inquiry to be made ` 
at the office of the Secretary of State, whether any information had been received on 
the subject-matter of the said resolution. i 

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the borough of Lewistown, and its vicinity, in the 
county of Mifflin, and State of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, 
was presented to the House and read, praying that a law may be passed by Congréss to 
discharge Robert Sturgeon from confinement in the jail of the said county. 

Ordered, That’ the said petition be referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
to whom was committed, on the thirteenth instant, the bill authorizing the discharge of 
Robert Sturgeon from his present confinement. 

A memorial of Jonathan M’Natt, and a petition of Samuel Trigg, were presented to 
the House and read, respectively praying reliefin consideration of wounds and other in- 
juries received whilst in the military service of the Uhited States,during the Revolution- 
ary war with Great Britain, which have rendered them incapable of obtaining their 
livehhood by labor. 

Also, a memorial of Christiana Hawtyn, of the city of Philadelphia, executrix and de- 
visee of Thomas Ellison, deceased, praying that she may receive the pay and other 
emoluments due for the services of the said Thomas Ellison, whilst employed on board 
the ship Randolph, in the Navy of the United States, during the Revolutionary war 
with Great Britain. 

Ordered, ‘That the said memorials and petition, together with the petitions of Nathaniel 
L. Savage, and of Francis Tyree, presented the eleventh of May last, be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee had examined two enrolled bills, to wit : one entitled “ An act respecting ba- 
lances reported against certain States by the Commissioners appointed to settle the ac- 
counts between the United States and the several States ;” and another entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Thomas Lewis ;?? and had found the same to be truly enrolled : 
Whereupon, 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bills. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred that part of the President’s speech 
which relates to the policy of extending and invigorating the measures of defence here- 
tofore adopted ,by the Government of the United States, be instructed to inquire whe- 
ther any, and, if any, what, provision ought to be made, by law, to defray the expense 
that has been, or shall be, incurred for the safe-keeping of all persons who may have 
been, or hereafter shall be, taken by the public or private armed ships of the United 
States, and detained as prisoners, in pursuance of the laws thereof; and that they have 
power to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Kittera, from the committee to whom was committed, on the thirteenth instant, 
the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled < An act pro- 
viding for the sale of the lands of the United States in the territory Northwest of the ri- 
ver Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river,” reported an amendment thereto ; 
which. was read, and, together with the said bill, ordcred to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

A message, in writing, was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Shaw, his Secretary, as followeth : . 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

In pursuance of the request in your resolve of yesterday, I lay before you such infor- 
mation as I have received, touching a suspension of the arrêté of the French Republic, 
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communicated to your House by my message of the twenty-eighth of January last. But, 

if the execution of that arrêté be suspended, or even if it were repealed, it should be re- 

membered that the arrêté of the Executive Directory, of the second of March, one thou- 

sand seven hundred and ninety-seven, remains in force; the third article of which snb- 

jects, explicitly and exclusively, American seamen to be treated as pirates, if found on 

board ships of the enemies of France. . JOHN ADAMS. 
Unrren Srsres, February 15, 1799. 


The said message and the papers accompanying the same were read, and ordered tg 

be referred to the Committee of the Whole House to whom was committed, on the thit- - 
` teenth instant, the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act vesting the power of re- 
taliation, in certain cases, in the President of the United States.” 

The House, according to the order of the day, again 1csoived itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill providing compensation for the marshals, clerks, attor- 
neys, jurors, and witnesses, in the courts of the United States, and to repeal certain parts 
of the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, 
according to order, again had the said bill under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, do lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr, Speaker: The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ Anact to regulate the col- 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage,” with several amendments ; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. The Senate have also passed the bill, entitled 
«© An act to authorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in rendering aid to sick 
and destitute American seamen in foreign countries,” with an amendment, to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. The Senate have passed a bill, entitled 
s An act to reform the superior court of the territory of the United States Northwest 
of the river Ohio ;” to which they desire the concurrence of this House. And then be. 
withdrew. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning cleven o'clock, 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1799. 


Ordered, That the memorial of Lewis Garanger, in behalf of himse:f and his brother 
Charles Garanger, presented on the twentieth of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four, and the report of a committee thereon, of the first of April, in the same 
year, be referred to Mr. Brooks, Mr. Pinckney, and Mr. Josiah Parker ; that they do ex- 
amine the matter thereof, and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter and report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the petition of sundry inhabitants of the district of Maine, in the State of 
Massachusetts, referred to him by order of the House, onthe eightcenth ultimo ; which 
were read, and ordered to be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manufacs 
tures. . 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a letter to him from the Comptroller of the Treasury, with an abstract of the ofti- 
cial emoluments of the officers of the customs, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-eight, prepared in pursuance of the fourth section of the act passed on the 
fourteenth of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, entitled “ An act 
relative to the compensations of certain officers employed in the collection of the duties 
of impost and tonnage ;” which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee did, yesterday, present to the President of the United States, for his approbation, 
two enrolled bills, to wit : one entitled “ An act respecting balances reported against 
certain States by the Commissioners appointed to settle the accounts between the United 
States and the several States ;? and another entitled ‘* An act for the relief of Thomas - 
Lewis.” 

The House proceeded to consider the amendments reported, yesterday, from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to the bill providing compensation for the marshals, clerks, 
attorneys, jurors, and witnesses, in the courts of the United States, and to repeal certain 
parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes ; and the said amendments 
being twice read, were, on the question severally put thereupon, agreed to by the 
House. 
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The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for defraying the expenses which may arise in carrying into effect certain treaties 
between the United States and several tribes or nations of Indians;” to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. The Senate have also passed the bill, entitled «An 
act for the relief of Jonathan Haskill ;” the bill, entitled * An act appropriating a cer- 
tain sum of money to defray the expense of holding a treaty or treaties with the In- 
dians ;”’ and the bill, entitled «An act for the relief of Gazzam,Taylor, and Jones, of the 
city of Philadelphia,” with several amendments to the last mentioned bill; to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. I am directed ‘to inform this House that 
the President of the United States did, yesterday, approve and sign an act, which 
originated in the Senate, entitled “An actor the relief of Thomas Lewis.” And then 
he withdrew. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act to reform the Superior Court of the 
territory of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio,” was read the first time. 

On motion, i 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on Monday next, - 

The House proceeded tu consider the amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act to authorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in rendering 

aid to sick and destitute American seamen in foreign countries :” Whereupon, 

Resolved, ‘That this House doth agree to the said amendment. 

Odrered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message was received from the President ofthe United States, by Mr. Shaw, his 
Secretary, notifying that the President did, on the fifteenth instant, approve and sign 
an act which originated in this House, entitled “An act respecting balances reported 
against certain States by the Commissioners appointed to settle the accounts between, 
the United Statesand the several States.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to. the order of day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 

“Whole House on the bill authorizing the discharge of Robert Sturgeon from his pre- 
sent confinement ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said 
bill under consideration, and made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, ‘That the said bill be cngrossed, and read the third time on Monday next. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to augment the salarics of the officers therein mentioned ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge 
reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under considera- 
tion, and made an amendment thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 
the same was twice read, and agrced to by the House. 

On the question that the said bill, with the amendment, be‘ engrossed, and read 
the third time, 

It passed in the negative. 

And so the said bill was rejected. ; 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until Monday next. 

And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1799. 


An engrossed bill providing compensation for the marshals, clerks, attorneys, jurors, 
and witnesses, in the courts of the United States, and to repeal certain parts of the acts 
therein mentioned, and for other purposes, was read the third time. 

Resolved, ‘That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act providing com- 
pensation for the marshals, clerks, attorneys, jurors, and witnesses, in the courts of the 
United States, and to repeal certain parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for other 
purposes.” ‘ 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence., 

„ An engrossed bill authorizing the discharge of Robert Sturgeon from his present con- 
finement was read the third time. 


1799.] OF REPRESENTATIVES. >| 48i 


Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and: that the title be, *‘An act authorizing the 
discharge of Robert Sturgeon from his present confinement.” : 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence i as 

The ‘bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act making appropriations for defraying 
the expenses which may arise in carrying into effect certain treaties between the United ` 
States and several tribes or nations of Indians,” was read the first time. : 

On motion, i . 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. sit aan 

The. House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, .. 
entitled “An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonndge :” Where- 
upon, - 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendments, 

Ordered, 'That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act to amend the act, en- 
-titled “An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United States Northwest of the 
river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river ; ” and, after some time spent there- 
in; Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, 
according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made some progress 
therein. : 

On the question that the Committee of the Whole House have leave to sit again on 
the said bill, f 

It passed in the negative. : 

Ordered, Thatthe Committee of the Whole House be discharged therefrom ; and ‘that 
the further consideration of the said bill be postponed until the next session of Congress... 

The House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, of the city of Phila- 
delphia:’? Whereupon, 

í esolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendments. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An act allowing James Mas 
thers compensation for services done for the United States, and expenses incurred in 
rendering said services, as Sergeant-at-arms to the Senate ;” to which they desire the | 
concurrence of.this House ; also, abill, entitled “An act giving eventual authority to’ 
the President of the United States to augment the Army;” to which they desire the: con- 
currence of this House. And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee had examined the following enrolled bills, to wit: one entitled “An act to 
authorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in rendering aid to sick and destitute 
American seamen in’ foreign countries ;’ another entitled “An act appropriating.» 
certain sum of money to defray the expense of holding a treaty or treaties with the In- 
dians ;? another entitled ‘An act for the relief of Jonathan Haskill ;” another entitled 
“An act for the relief of Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, and of Samuel Watt, of the city of 
Philadelphia ;” and another entitled ‘An act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act for giv- 
ing effect to the laws of the United States within the district of Tennessee ;” and had 
found the same to be truly enrolled: Whereupon, : 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bills. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks ; and, aftet some 
time spent:therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that 
the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 1 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The House proceeded to the farther consideration of the motion depending on the 
ninth instant, for allowing compensation to Stephen Sayre, as Secretary to the Legation 
of the American commission at Berlin : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed toa Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. ae es 

Vor. HL—61 


482 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE E1799. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act allowing James Mathers compensa- 
tion for services done for the United States, and expenses incurred in rendering said 
. Services, as Sergeant-at-Arms to the Senate,” was read the first time. 

i On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee ofthe Whole House to-morrow. E 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act giving eventual authority to the 
President of the United States to augment the Army,” was read’ the first time. 

On motion,, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. — , f 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the 
committee did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for his approba- 
tion, the following enrolled bills, to wit : one entitled “An act to authorize the reiin- 
bursement of moneys expended in rendering aid tosick and destitute American seamen 
in foreign countries ;” another entitled “An act appropriating a certain sum of money to 
defray the expense of holding a treaty or treaties. with the Indians 2’ another entitled 
“An act for the relief of Jonathan Haskill ;? another entitled “An actfor the relief of 
Gazzam, Taylor, and. Jones, and of Samucl Watt, of the city of Philadelphia ;” and 
another entitled “An act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act for giving effect to the laws 
of the United States within the district of Tennessee.” 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill for encouraging the capture of French armed vessels, by 
#rmed ships or vessels owned by a citizen or citizens of the United States, and for al- 
lowing salvage in certain cases ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resum- 

„ed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to or- 
der, had the said bill under consideration, and made an amendment thereto 3 which 
he delivered in at the Clerk’s table. 

The amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole House to strike out 
the first section of the said bill, being under consideration, and debate arising thercon, 

_ An adjournment was called for: Whereupon, 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o'clock. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1799. 


The Speaker being indisposed, and unable to attend, 
The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1799. 


The Speaker attended and took the chair. 

Another member, to wit : Matthew Lyon, from Vermont, appeared, and took his seat 
i the House. 

An engrossed bill to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks was read the third 
time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘An act to regulate and fix 
the compensation of clerks.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and 
desire their concurrence. 

Memorials of sundry inhabitants of the county of Rutland, in the state of Vermont, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, were presented to the House and read, respect- 
ively stating their disapprobation of certain laws passed at former sessions of Congress, 
and praying a repeal of some, and a revision and amendment of others of the said laws, 

_for the reasons therein expressed. 
(Ordered, That the said memorials do lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary ; ; 

. Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An act for the augmentation 
of the. Navy ;” the bill, entitled “An act authorizing the establishment of docks ;” and. 
the bill, entitled “‘An act authorizing the purchase of timber for Naval purposes,” with 
two amendments. to the last mentioned_-bill ; to which they desire the concutrence gf 
this House. And then he withdrew. š 


“a 
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The House resumed the consideration of the amendment reported, on Monday last, 
from the Committee of the Whole House to the bill for encouraging the capture of French 
armed vessels, by armed ships or vessels owned by a citizen or.citizens of the United 
States, and for allowing salvage in certain cases: Whereupon, >- i 
The said amendment, being again read, to strike out the first section ofthe bill, in the 
words following, to wit: Los ; SSN 
Be it enacted b the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That, whenever a French armed vessel, shall be captured. and 
' brought into the United States, by anarmed ship or vessel, belonging toa citizen orcitizens 
thereof, there shall be allowed and paid by the United States, asa bounty to the own- 
er or owners of the ship -er vessel, and the captors, on each gun mounted on a 
carriage, and making part of the armament of such French armed vessel, the sums fol- 
towing, to wit: 
“On every two pound cannon —-—, 
“On every three pound cannon A 
“On every four pound cannon 
* On every six pound cannon > 
“On every nine pound cannon > 
On every twelve pound cannon y 
4t And on every gun exceeding a twelve pound cannon : i 
Provided, That no payment shall be made until after the trial and condemnation of 
such French armed vesscl, and a certificate produced from the Judge of the court, be- 
fore whom the trial may have been had, stating the number and size of the guns found 
en board such captured vessel <” 
The question was taken that the House do concur with the Committee of the Whole ` 
House in their agreement to the said amendment, ` nS 


MONS oss neies.t' assa 52, 
Nays ws .ceeeeenee 48, 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


> 


And resolved in the affirmative 


George Baer, junior, 
Abraham Baldwin, 
‘David Bard, 

Richard Brent, 
` Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
John Chapman, 
Thomas Claiborne, - 
William Charles Cole Claiborne 
. Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
Thomas T, Davis, 
John Dawson, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley 
John Fowler, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jr. 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William Barry Grove, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B, Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Broeks, 


Joseph Heister, 

David Holmes, 

Walter Jones, 

Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M*Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 

Josiah Parker, 
Thomson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 
Wiliam Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, s 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter,~ 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and. 
Robert Williams. 


Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
James Cochran, 

William Craik, 

Samuel W. Dana, 
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John Dennis ; Lewis R. Morris, 
Wiliam Edmond, Harrison G. Otis 
Thomas Evans, Isaac Parker, 

Abiel Foster, Thomas Pinckney, 
Dwight Foster, John Reed, 
Jonathan Freeman, - John Rutledge, jun. 
Henry Glen, Ao James Schureman, 
Chauncey Goodrich, - Samuel Sewall, 
William Gordon, i William Shepard, 
Roger Griswold, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Nathaniel Smith, 
Thomäs Hartley, George Thatcher, 
William Hindman, Richard Thomas, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, Mark Thomson, 
James H. Imlay, Thomas Tillinghast, 
John Wilkes Kittera, John E. Van Alen, 
Samuel Lyman, Peleg Wadsworth, 
James Machir, Robert Waln, and 
William Matthews, John Williams. 


And, on the question that the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time, 

It passed in the negative. - 

Andso the said bill was rejected. 

A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Shaw, 

his Secretary, notifying that the President did, on the nineteenth instant, approve and 
sign the following acts, which originated in this House, to wit: one entitled “An act 
to authorize the reimbursement of moneys expended in rendcring aid to sick and desti- 
tute American seamen in foreign countries ;” another entitled “« An act appropriating a 
certain sum of money to defray the expense of holding a treaty or treaties with the fn- 
dians ;” another entitled “ An act for the relief of Gazzam, Taylor, and Jones, and of 
Samuel Watt, of the city of Philadelphia ;” and another entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Jonathan Haskell.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker : ‘The Senate have passed the bill, entitled ** An act respecting guaran- 
tines and health laws,” with several amendments; to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. Iam directed to inform this House that the President of the ‘United 
States did, on the nineteenth instant, approve and sign an act, which originated in the 
Senate, entitled ‘An act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act for giving effect to the laws 
of the United States within the District of Tennessee.” And then he withdrew. 

A motion was made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That Matthew Lyon, a member of this House, having been convicted of 
being a malicious and seditious person, and of a depraved mind, and wicked and dia- 
bolic al disposition, and of wickedly, deceitfully, and maliciously contriving to defame 
the Government of the United States, and ofhaving, with intent and design to defame 
the Government of the United States, and John Adams, the President of the United 
States, and to bring the said Government and President into contempt and disrepute, 
and with intent and design to excite against the said Government and President, the 
hatred of the good People of the United States, and to stir up sedition in the Uni- 
ted States, wickedly, knowingly, and maliciously written and published certain scanda- 
lous and seditious writings or libels, be, therefor ,expelled this House :” 

And debate arising on the said motion, 

An adjournment was called for : Whereupon, 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And -then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 1799. 


A petition of sundry inhabitants of the State of Massachusetts, whose names are there- 
unto subscribed, was presented tothe House and read, praying that a post office may 
be established, by law, in the town of Northborough, in the said State. 

Also, a petition of sundry inhabitants of the county of Franklin, in the State of Penn-. 
sylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, praying that a post office may.be es-: 


i 


tablished in the town of Mercegsburg, in the said county of Franklin- 
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Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the committee appointed, on the twen- 
ty-fourth of December last, to- inquire whether any, and what, amendments are neces- 
sary to be made in the act, entitled ‘* An act to establish the post office and post roads 
within the United States.” i 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the seyenth instant, 
the petition of Alexander Power and others, and a. report of the Secretary-of War 
thereon, be discharged from the consideration thereof; and that the petitioners. have 
leave to withdraw their said petition. é a 

Mr. Goodrich, from the committee to whom were referred the memorials, représenta- 
tions, and petitions, of sundry inhabitants of the States of New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, and Virginia, stating their disapprobation of certain laws passed at-the former 
Sessions of Congress, and praying a repeal of the same, made a report ; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed toa Committee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Memorials and petitions of sundry inhabitants of the counties of Philadelphia, Ches- 
ter, Montgomery, Northampton, and Washington, in the State of Pennsylvania, whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, praying the repeal of certain acts, passed at former Ses- 
sions of Congress, were presented to the House and read. 

Ordered, That the said memorials and petitions be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House last appointed. i 

Mr. Nicholas, from the committee to whom was referred, on the nineteenth of Decem ~ 
ber last, a motion relative to the printing and distributing, throughout the United States, 
of a certain number of copies of the Constitution of the United States, and amendments 
which have been made thereto, made a report ; which was read, and ordered to be commit-.. 
ted toa Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Pinckney, from the committee appointed on the fourth instant, presented, ac- 
cording to order, a bill in addition to the act for the relief of sick. and disabled seamen ; 
which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, ; ; ae 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. z 

The House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “ Anact authorizing the purchase of timber for Naval purposes :” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House do agree to the said amendments. ea 
. Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. _ 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, reported 
a bill to erect a beacon on Boon Island ; which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 3 5 te 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
- of the Whole House to-morrow. l 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the same committee, also reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas Arnold ; which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- - 
tee of the Whole House to-morrow: 

The House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “ An act respecting quarantines and health laws :? Whereupon, ‘ 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendments. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

‘Mr. Gallatin, from the committee appointed on the twenty-first ultimo, presented, ac- 
cording to order, a bill to amend the act, entitled “ An act regulating the grants of Jand 
appropriated for military services, and fur the Society of the United Brethren for pro- 
pagating the Gospel among the Heathen ;” which was received, and read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 
seventh instant, the petition of John Vaughan, made a report; which was read, and 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to grant an additional compensation, forthe year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to certain officers of the Senate and House of 

` Representatives of the United States; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speak- 
er resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according.to 
order, had the said bill under considefation, and made an amendment thereto ; which 
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e delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. i i 

- Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendment, be engrossed, and read the third 

time to-morrow. 

On motion, 5 . 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, with the approbation of the Speaker, be au- 

_thorized to employ suck further assistance as may be necessary in his office, during 

the remainder of the present Session ; the expense of: sucii assistance, to be paid out 

of the moneys appropriated for'contingent expenses of: the House; 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee 
‘of the Whole House on the bill making appropriations for the support of Government, 
for the year one thousand seven hundred and nincty-nine: and, after some time spent. 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the com. 
mittee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time on Saturday next, 

` A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : . 

Mr. Speaker > The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An act fixing the pay of 
the captains and commanders of ships and vessels of war of the United States.” And 
then he withdrew. ` f : 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act making appropria- 
tions for defraying the expenses which may arise in carrying into effect certain trea- 
ties between the United States and several tribes or nations of Indians;” and, after some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that 
the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and. 
made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, ‘That the said bill be read the third time to-morrow. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled « An ‘act allowing James 
Mathers compensation for services done for the United States, and expenses incurred 
in rendering said services, as Sergeant-at-Arms to the Senate >’ and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be read the third time to-morrow. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1799. 


An engrossed bill to grant an additional compensation, for the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine, to certain officers of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States, was read the third time. ; 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘An act to grant an addi- 
tional compensation, for the year one thonsand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to cer- 
tain officers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States.” 
`. Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and de- 
sure their concurrence. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act making appropriations for defraying 
the expenses which may arise in carrying into effect certain treaties between the United 
States and several tribes or nations of Indians,” was read the third time. 

And, on the question that the same do pass, f 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled. « An act allowing James Mathers compensa- 
tion for services done for the United States, and expenses incurred in rendering the said 
services as Sergeant-at-Arms to the Senate,” was read the third time. : 

And, onthe question that the same do pass, : 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Petitions and remonstrances of sundry inhabitants of the Counties of Chester and 


See, Reet 
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Franklin, in the State of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, were 
presented to the House and read, respectively praying the repeal of certain laws passed 
at former sessions of Congress. i ja : : . 

Ordered, That the said petitions and remonstrances be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House to whom was, yesterday, committed the report of the committee on 
the memorials, representations, and petitions, of sundry inhabitants of the States of New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, on the same subjèct. g : 

A- petition of sundry inhabitants of the State of Virginia, whose names are thereunto 
subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying the establishment of a new ` 
po road for the convenience and benefit of the petitioners, and others, within the said 

state. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the committee appointed, on the twen+ 
ty-fourth of December last, to inquire whether any, and what, amendments are necessa- 
ry to be made in the act, entitled * An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States.” 

A petition of George Farragut was presented to the House and read, praying that he 
may receive the balance of pay due to him for services rendered the United States, as 
Muster Master of the Militia of the District of Washington, employed. in actual service 
for the protection of the frontiers of the territory of the United States South of the 
River Ohio, from the first day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, 
to the twenty-sixth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Secretary of War, with instruction 
to examine the same, and report his opinion thereupon to the House. i 

` A petition of Samuel M‘Gaughey, of the County of Cumberland, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, was presented to the House and read, praying to be exonerated from the pay- 
ment of a certain sum of money due from the petitioner to the United States.on account 
of the duties accruing on spirits distilled from domestic materials; also, that he may be 
allowed the privilege of employing his still one year free of excise duties, in considera- 
tion of the destruction, by fire, of a still-housc and other property of the petitioner, on 
the night of the twenty-eighth of November last. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee cf Commerce and Ma- 
nufactures. t j 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill making appropriations for the support of the Military esta- 
blishment, for the year one thousand seven hundréd and ninety-nine; and, after some. 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the 

committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same 
were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. : : 

The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table ; and, together with the 

` amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, 
entitled * An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enu- 
meration of slaves within the United States,” with several amendments ; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. The Senate have appointed Mr. Davenport of 
the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, on their part, in the room of Mr. Anderson, who 
js sick, and unable to attend. And then he withdrew. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill for the government of the Navy of the United States; and, after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported 
that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and 
made several amendments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 
the same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time on Monday next. 

The House resumed the consideration of the motion of the twentieth instant, for thé 
expulsion of Matthew Lyon, a member for the State of Vermont ; and, the said motion. 
being again read in the words following, to wit: ; . : 

« Resolved, That Matthew Lyon,a member of this House, having been convicted of 
being a malicious and. seditious person, and ofa depraved mind, and wicked and diabo- 
Tical disposition; and of wickedly, deceitfully, and maliciously contriving to defame the 
Government of the United States, and John Adams, the President of the United States, 
and to bring the said Government and President into contempt and disrepute; and. with. 
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` intent and design to excite against the said Government and President, the hatred of 


the good People of the United States; and to stir up sedition in the United States, wick- 
edly, knowingly, and maliciously written and published certain scandalous and malicious 
writings or libels, be, therefor, expelled this House :” - - 

` And, the question being taken thereupon, 


Yeas ...... 


There appeared, 343 ys 


ERRE 
kaa aa A aer hb. 


The yeas and nays, as demanded by one-fifth of the members present, are as follow : 


John Allen, 
Bailey Bartlett, 

. James A. Bayard, 

_ Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
James Cochran, 

` William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
William Edmond, . 
Thomas Evans, 

' Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
Wiliam Gordon, 
Roper Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
~ Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


George Baer, junior, 
Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
‘William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
George Dent, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
John Fowler, 
Nathaniel Freeman, junior, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A, Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 

- Jonathan N. Havens, 


YEAS. 


James H. Imlay, 
John Wilkes Kittera,. 
Samuel Lyman, ' 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Rutledge, junior, 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
‘Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas ‘Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams, 


Joseph Heister, 
David Holines, 
Walter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 
‘Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter, 
Abram Trigg, | 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Williams. 


But two-thirds of the members present, not concurring in their agreement therctt, 


The said motion was rejected. 


The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the Hoyse adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o'clock. 


, 
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“SATURDAY, FEBRUARAY 23, 1799. | 
An engrossed bill: making appropriations for the support. of Government, for the-year. 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, was read the third. time. Lee 
_ Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “‘ An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of Government, for the yéar one thousand seven huridred and nine- 
ty-nine, - : fale 
Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
theif concurrence. eee 
An engrossed bill making appropriations for the support of the Military. establishment, 
for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, was read the third time. = 


Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “ An act making appropria- - 


tions for the support of the Military establishment, for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-nine.”” - j 
Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire- 
their concurrence. : ae 
` The Speaker laid before the House a letter and report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, accompanying the copy of a decree of the Circuit Court of the United States 
“for the District of Virginia, in relation to the damages awarded to the owners and master 
of the armed ship Niger; which were read, and ordered to be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. f 
On a motion made and seconded that the Mouse do come to the following resolution : 
“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be authorized and empowered. 
to call on the Executives of the several States to take effectual measures, as soon-as may 
be, to organize, and hold in readiness to march on the shortest notice, eighty thousand 
effective Militia, including officers, to be apportioned to the States, respectively, ac- 
čording to the whole number of white inhabitants ; that is to say : : 
The State of New Hampshire, —, 
Massachusetts, ——, 
Rhode Island, ——, 
Connecticut, ——, 
Vermont, ——, 
New York, ——, 
New Jersey, —, 


Pennsylvania, —~, i 
Delaware, a 
Maryland, y 

Virginia, A 

North Carolina, ———, 
South Carolina, s 
Georgia, 

Tennessee, y 
Kentucky. ——, 


Which detachment of Militia shall be officered out of the present Militia officers :” 

eis That the said motion be committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-day. : 

Mr. Evans, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined the following enrolled bills, to wit: one entitled ‘An act respecting . 
quarantines and health laws ;” another entitled ** An act fixing the pay of Captains and 
Commanders of ships and vessels of war of the United States ?” another entitled “ An 
act authorizing the purchase of timber for Naval purposes ;” another entitled “An act 
for the augmentation of the Navy ;” another entitled * An act authorizing the establish- 
ment of docks ;” another entitled “ An act making appropriations for defraying the ex- 
penses which may arise in carrying into effect certain treaties between the United States 
and several tribes or nations of Indians ;” and another entitled € An act allowing James 
Mathers compensation for services done for the United States, and expenses incurred 
‘im rendering said services, as Serjeant-at-Arms to the Senate ;” and had found the same 
to be truly enrolled: Whereupon, 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bills. i 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. f 

The House procecded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate tothe bill, - 
entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled € An act to provide for the valuation of lands: 
and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the. United States :?. Where 
wpon, f : : oe 
Vor. SiT.—~62 
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The last amendment being read, to add to the end of the bill a new section, in the 
words following, to wit : ` i 
~See..3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and 
heis hereby, authorized and empowered, under the direction of the President. of the 
United States, to augment, in cases where he may find it necessary, the compensations 
` fixed for Principal and Assistant Assessors, by said act ; so, however, as that no Princi- 
“pal or Assistant Assessor shall, in any case, receive more than two dollars per days 
which additional compensations shall be subject to the same rules of settlement:as are 
established, by the aforesaid act, respecting the compensations therein fixed for Princi- 
“pal and Assistant Assessors :” i 
The question was taken that the House do agree to the said amendment, 


‘And resolved in the affirmative, se Sy BS oe 35 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, 
George Baer, jun. 
Bailey Bartlett, 

- James A. Bayard, 


" Jonathan Brace, 


David Brooks, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
‘Thomas Claiborne, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
George Dent, 
Wiliam Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
` Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
‘William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodioe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Wiliam Hindman, . 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 


‘Chose who voted in the negative, are, 


_ Abraham Baldwin, . -+ 
David Bard, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
‘William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
John Dawson, 

- Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 

» Wiliam Findley, 
John Fowler; 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Thomas Hartley, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 


Edward Livingston, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
John Nicholas, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
Wiliam Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson; 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
Richard Sprigg, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Matthew Locke, 
Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M’Dowell, 
Anthony New, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Williams. 
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The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole. House on the bill to erect a Beacon on Boon Island ; and, after some. time: 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and ‘made’ no. 


Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time on Monday: next., 
Mr. Craik, from the committee appointed, presented, according to order, a bill to 
alter .and discontinue several post roads, and to establish others ; which was received, 
and read the ‘first time. } 


On motion, 
The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee, 


of the Whole House on Monday next. 

„Mr. Josiah Parker, from the committee appointed, on the fourteenth of December last, 
en so much of the President’s speech as relates to the Naval Establishment, the aug 
mentation of the Navy, and the adoption of systematic measures for procuring timber 
and other supplies, reported a bill authorizing an augmentation of the Marine Corps ; 
which was received, and read the first time. ; 

On motion, : 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. $ 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself intoa Committee of the, 
Whole House on the motion for authorizing a detachment from the Militia of the Units. 
ed States ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Rutledge reported that.the committee had, according to order, had the said motion 
under consideration, and directed him to report their agreement to the resolution con- 
tained therein, without amendment. i i 

And, on the question that the House do concur with the Committee of the Whole 
House in their agreement to the same, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. ; 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant to the said resolution ; and that . 
Mr. Varnum, Mr. M‘Dowell, and Mr. Harper, do prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Evans, from the Joint Committce for Enrolled Bills, reported that the committce 
did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for his approbation, the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills, to wit: one entitled An act respecting quarantines and health 
laws ;” another entitled “An act fixing the pay of captains and commanders of ships 
and vessels of war of the United States ;? another entitled “ An act authorizing the 
purchase of timber for Naval purposes ;” another entitled “An act for the augmenta- 
tion of the Navy ;” another entitled An act authorizing the establishment of docks? 
another entitled “An act making appropriations for defraying the expenses which 
may arise in carrying into effect certain treaties between the United States and. 
several tribes or nations of Indians ;” and another entitled ‘¢ An act allowing James, 
Mathers compensation for services done for the United States, and. expenses incurred 
in rendering said services, as Serjeant-at-Arms to the Senate.” : 

The several ordcrs of the day were further postponed until Monday next: 

And then the House adjourned until Monday morning eleven o’clock. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1799. 


An engrossed bill for the government of the Navy of the United States was read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “* An act for the government 
of the Navy of the United States.” i 

Ordered, ‘That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to erect a beacon on Boon Island was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title he, “ An act to erect a beacon 
on Boon Island.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk ‘of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and de? `: 
sire their concurrence. : rece 

A petition of David Gilson, of the county of Cumberland, in the State of Pennsylva~ . 
nia, was presented to the House and read, praying to be exonerated from the payment: 
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of the excise duties accruing on a quantity of spirits distilled from domestic materials, 
and due from the petitioner to the United States, in consideration of the destruction of 
his ‘still-house, by fire, some time in the month of March last. i 


‘Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Ma- © 


pufactures. 

A petition of William Donaldson, by Lewis Dewees, his attorney, was presented to the. 
House and read, praying compensation for scrviccs rendered, and injuries sustained, 
whilst a soldier in the Virginia line on Continental establishment, during the Revolution- 
ary war with Great Britain. 

. Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the table. 
Memorials, remonstrances, and petitions, of sundry inhabitants of the city and State of 
New York ; of the counties of Bedford, Berks, Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, Mifflin, 


Northampton, and Northumberland, in the State of Pennsylvania ; and of the county of ` 


Newcastle, in the State of Delaware ; whose names are thereunto respectively subscrib- 
ed, were presented to the House and read, stating their disapprobation of certain laws 
passed at former sessions of Congress ; and praying a repeal of the same. 
” Ordered, ‘That the said memorials, remonstrances, and petitions, together with the 
memorials of sundry natives of Ireland, now residing within the United States, which 
Jay on the table, be referred to the Committee of the Whole House to whom was 
committed, on the 2ist instant, the report of the committee.on the memorials and peti- 
tions of sundry inhabitants of the States of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia, on the same subject. ae 

The Speaker laid before thé House a letter and report from the Secretary of War on 
the petition of George Farragut, referred to him by order of the House, on the twenty- 
second instant; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Varnum, from the committee appointed yesterday, presented, according to order, 
a bill authorizing a detachment from the Militia of the United States ; which was re- 
ceived, and read the first time. 

On motion, 


The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed toa Commit- 


_ tee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

_. A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Shaw, his Se- 
cretary, notifying that the President did, this day, approve and sign the following acts, 
which originated in this House, to wit : one entitled “ An act fixing the pay of captains 
and commanders of ships and vessels of war of the United States ;” another entitled 
“ An act authorizing the purchase of timber for Naval purposes ;” another entitled “An 
act authorizing the establishment of docks ;? another entitled “An act for the aug- 
mentation of the Navy ;” and another entitled ‘An act respecting quarantines and 
health-laws.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : A 

Mr: Speaker: The Senate have passed three bills : one entitled “ An act concern- 
ing the territory West of Pennsylvania, commonly called the Western Reserve of Con- 

“necticut 2? another entitled “* An act providing for the security of bail in certain cases.;” 
and another entitled ‘An act to augment the salaries of the officers therein mentioned 3” 

_to which bills, respectively, the Senate desire the concurrence of this House. And 
then he withdrew. ‘ 

Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, reported a bill making addi- 
fional appropriations for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine ; which, 
was received, and read the first time. 

: On motion, 
The. said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
. of the Whole House to-morrow. 

A-message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary - 

Mr. Speaker: Vhe Senate have passed the bill, entitled * An act to alter the stamp 
duties imposed upon foreign bills of exchange and bills of lading, by an act, entitled 
‘An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper’ and further to amend 


the same.”. The Senate have also passed a bill, entitled “* An act to regulate the Me- 


* dical Establishment ;”° to which they desire the concurrence of this House. Iam di- 
rected to inf rm this House that the President of the United States did, this day, ap- 
prove and sign two acts, which originated in the Senate : one entitled “ An act mak- 
ing appropriations for defraying the expenses which may arise in carrying into effect 
certain treaties between the United States and several tribes or nations of Indians ;” 
and another entitled  Anact allowing James Mathers compensation for services done 


i 


~- and come to several resolutions thereupon; which he delivered i in “at the Clerk's 
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` for the United States, and expenses incurred in fenderig said services, as Sergeant- at 

‘Arms to the Senate: -: And then he withdrew. : 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled . © Anact to regulate | the: = Medical tai 
ment,” was read the first time. : : : 
On motion, — apne FOES 

The said bill was read the second time, and d ordered to be committed. to a € 
tee ofthe Whole House to-morrow. 
The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Com 
Whole House on the report of the committee, of the twenty-first instant, to whom wer 
referred the memorials.and petitions of sundry inhabitants of the States of New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, stating their disapprobation of certain law 
passed at former sessions of Congress, and praying a repeal of the same ; “and, 
some time spent -therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported 


that the committce had, according to order, had the said report under consideration, 


table, where the same were read, as follow : 
wo L Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal the act passed the last session, entitled 
* An act concerning Aliens.’ 
2. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal the act passed the last session, entitled’ 
“An act in addition to the act, entitled ‘An act for the punishment of certain crimes 
„against the United States.’ ” 

3. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal any of the laws respecting the Navy, i 
Military Establishment, or Revenue ofthe United States, a 
The House then proceeded to consider the said resolutions at the Clerk’s table : 

Whereupon, 
The first resolution Being again read, was, on the question put thereupon, agreed z 
to by the House, yeas 52, nays 48. aos 
The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, ` 


‘Fhose who voted in the affirmative, arc, 


John Allen, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
George Baer, jun. James H. Imlay, 
Bailey Barilett, Samuel Lyman, 

, James A. Bayard, James Machir, 
Jonathan Brace, William Matthews, 
David Brooks, Daniel Moran, 
Stephen Bullock, Lewis R. Morris, 
Christopher G. Champlin; Harrison G. Otis, 
John Chapman, Isaac Parker, 

James Cochran, ; Thomas Pinckney, 
William Craik, i John Reed, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Rutledge, junior, 
John Dennis, James Schureman, 
William Edmond, Samuel Sewall, 
Thomas Evans, William Shepard, 
Abiel Foster, Thomas Sinnickson, 
Dwight Foster, Nathaniel Smith, 
Jonathan Freeman, Peleg Sprague, 
Henry Glen, George Thatcher, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Thomas, 
William Gordon, Mark Thomson, 
Roger Griswold, ` Thomas Tillinghast, 
William Barry Grove, Jobn E. Van Alen, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Thomas Hartley, Robert Waln, and 
William Hindman, John Williams. 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

- Abraham Baldwin, William Charles Cole Claibone, 
David Bard, Matthew Clay, 
Thomas Blount, John Clopton, 
Richard Brent, Thomas T. Davis, 
Robert Brown, John Dawson, 
Samuel J. Cabell, George Dent, 


Thomas Claiborne, Joseph Eggleston, 


“Lucas Elmendorf, ` 
William Findley, 
John Fowler, o> 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John- A; Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
‘Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, 


Eto by the House, yeas 52, nays 48. 


2 


The second resolution being again read, was, 
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Blair M’Clenachan, * 
Joseph M’ Dowell, ` 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 

Josiah Parker, , 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 

William Smith, i 
Richard Sprigg, 

Richard Stanford, 

Thomas Sumter, 

Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, y 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Wiliams. 


on the question put thereupon, agreed 


“The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, 
George Baer, jun. 

» Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
John Chapman, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 

Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
‘William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 


“Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Thomas Blount, 
Richard Brent, . 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
-Matthew Clay, ` 

John Clopton, 

Thomas T. Davis, 

John Dawson, ° 

George Dent, 

Joseph Eggleston, 


ow 


Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Daniel Morgan, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, > 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
‘William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
John Fowler, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, ' 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
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Matthew Locke, k yong 2 William Smith, 

- Matthew Lyon, Richard Sprigg, 
Nathaniel Macon, _ © Richard. Stanford, 
Blair-M‘Clenachan, - ` Thomas Sumter; 
Joseph M‘Dowell, > Abram Trigg, : 
Anthony New, : John Trigg, « : 
John Nicholas, ` Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Josiah Parker, Joseph B. Varnum, 
Tompson J. Skinner, Abraham Venable, and 
Samuel Smith, Robert Williams. 


-The third resolution being again read, was, on the question put thereupon, agreeđ 
to by the: House. ; i 7 
The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning cleven e’clock. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1799. 


Ordered, That Mr. Nicholas and Mr. Rutledge have leave to be absent from the ser: 
vice of this House, from Friday next, for the remainder of the session. a 
. A petition of Daniel Merril, of the District of Maine, in the State of Massachusetts; 
was presented to the House arid read, praying the renewal of certain certificates of 
public debt which were delivered to the paymaster of the third regiment of the Massa- 
“chusetts line, for the balance of pay and clothing due to the petitioner for his ser- 
vices as a soldier in the said regiment, during the Revolutionary war with Great Bii- 
tain, and have been withheld from him by the said paymaster. i na 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the table. . 

A memorial of George Turner, of the Northwestern Territory of the Unit d States, 
was presented to the House and read, praying that an act may be. passed by Congress,- 
to vestin the petitioner a title, in fee simple, to a certain tract or township of Jand, 
ing between the Great and-Little Miami rivers in the said territory, and withi 
emption part of a purchase claimed by John Cleves Symmes, and his associate 
a contract formerly entered into with the Board of Treasury, upon the terms an 
tions therein expressed. S 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Nathaniel Smith; ` ; 
and Mr. Otis, with instruction to report thereon by bill, or otherwise. ` ; a = 

s The Speaker laid-before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury,,a¢- 
companying an account of the receipts and expenditures of the United States; for the | 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, in pursuance of a resolution of : 
House, of the thirty-first of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one'$ ©. 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. f 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the se-, 
yenth ultimo, the petition of George Esterly and Charlotte, his wife, made a report ; g 
which was read and considered : Whereupon, 

» Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their said petition. i 

Mr. Rutledge, from the committee to whom was referred, on the eighth ultimo, a mo- 
tion relative to the printing of copies of the Journals of Congress, under the 
Confederation, together with such reports of Heads of Departments, and of committees 
of both Houses of Congress under the present Constitution, as are out of print, or are 
of importance for explaining and understanding the acts of Government, made a report, 
An part ; which was read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. ‘ 

Mr. Harper, from the committee appointed on the twenty-third ultimo, presented, 
according to order, a bill to revive and continue in force certain parts of the “ Act for 
the relief and protection of American seamen,” and to amend the same ; which was 
received, and read the first time. ' 

On motion, ; 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. i . 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to establish the post office of the United States ; and, after some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the 
committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made sẹ- 
veral amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table; where the same: 
were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. Bou Gee 
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„Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 8 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill, entitled ‘* An act concerning French 
citizens that have been, or may be, captured and brought into the United States ;” also, 
a bill, entitled “* An act altering the tune of holding the District. Court in Vermont ;” 
to which bills, respectively, the Senate desire the concurrence of this House. The 
Senate have disagreed to the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of J oseph Wheaton.” 
The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An act providing compensation for the mar- 
shals, clerks, attorneys, jurors, and witnesses, in the courts of the United States, and to 
repeal certain parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes ;”. with seve- 
ral amendments; to which they desire the concurrence of this House. The Senate have 
also passed. the bill, entitled * An act to grant an additional compensation, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to certain officers of the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States,” with an amendment ; to which they desire 
athe concurrence of this House. And then he withdrew. 

¿The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
“the Whole House on the bill authorizing an auginentation of the Marine Corps ; and, af- 
. ter some time. spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge report- 
ed that the éommittee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, 
and made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 
the same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. i 
Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third . 
tine to-morrow. .. 3 i 
The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act providing for the security. of bail in 
certain cases,” was read the first time. 
On motion, 
E] "The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
» + @fthe Whole House to-morrow. . 
il sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act to augment the salaries of the ofi- 
mentioned,” was read the first time. 
sent from the Senate, entitled “An act concerning the Territory West of 
ania, commonly called the Western Reserve of Connecticut,” was read the 


.. On motion, 
“The said bill was read the second time : Whereupon, 
_ Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be postponed until the next session 
of Congress. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill in addition to the act for the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under 
: g gonsideration, and made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the 

<< Glerk’s table, where the same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, ‘hat the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third- . 
‘ime to-morrow. 

The bill-sent from the Senate, entitled An act concerning French citizens that have 
been, or may be, captured and brought into the United States,” was read the first time. 

On motion, ` 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The bill sent from the Senate, cntitled “ An act altering the time of holding the Dis- 
trict Court in Vermont,” was read the first time.  ~ 
; On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be read the third time to- 
morrow. : 
The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee 
ofthe Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the better 
organizing of the troops of the United States, and for other purposes ;” and, after'some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that 
the. committee had, accérding to order, had the said bill under consideration, and 

made some progress therein. : $ 
. Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, again resqlve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the said bill. E 
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‘The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 


And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o'clock. 
Š i 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1799. : 

An engrossed bill to establish the post office of the United States was read the third 
time. ` ; 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act to establish the 
post office of the United States.” aoe 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire , 
fheir concurrence. : 
ae engrossed. bill authorizing an augmentation of the Marine Corps was read the 
third time. ` 

_ Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “* An act authorizing an 
augmentation of the Marine Corps.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and 
desire their concurrence. . : 

An engrossed bill in addition to the act for the relief of sick and disabled seamen 
was read the third time. 
~ Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act in addition to the 
‘act for the relief of sick and disabled seamen.” 

> Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 7 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act concerning French citizens that have 
been, or may be, captured and brought into the United States,” was read the third 
time ; 

And, on the question that the same do pags, 

Tt was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. ; 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘* An act altering the time of holding the dis- 
trict Court in Vermont,” was read the third time ; ae 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 

it was resolved in the affirmative. : 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

_. A memorial of Lewis Garanger, in behalf of himself and his brother Charles Garang- 
er, was presented to the House and read, praying that Congress will reconsider and de- 

cide on a memorial presented on the twentieth of March, one thousand seven hundred 

and ninety-four, by the memorialists, and grant relief in the premises. ASCE a 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to Mr. Brooks, Mr. Pinckney, and Mr. 
Josiah Parker, the committee to whom was referred, onthe sixteenth instant, the said 
memorial of the twentieth of March, one thousand. seven hundred and ninety-four, to- 
gether with the report of aselect committee thercon. : 

A petition of James Vanuxem, in behalf of Orange Webb, of the city of New York, 
merchant, was presented to the House andread, praying relief against the condemnation 

-by the Circuit Court of the United States, for the District of Delaware, of twenty boxes 
of sugars, being part of the cargo saved from the wreck of the brig Gratitude, bound 
from the Havana to the port of Philadelphia, and cast away on the shore near Indian 
river, in the State of Delaware, some time in the month of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-seven. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the table. 

Mr. Gallatin, from the committee to whom was, yesterday, referred the memorial of 
George Turner, with instruction to report thereon, by bil or otherwise, presented, ac- 
cording to order, a bill to authorize the sale of certam lands between the Great and 
Little Miami rivers, in the Territory of the United States Northwest of the Ohio, and 
for giving a preemption to certain purchasers and settlers; which was reccived, and 
read the first time. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed toa Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of State, accompany- 
ing his report on the claim of John Brown Cutting, for a rcinbursement of his expendi- 
tures, and a compensation for his services, in the yea-one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety, in liberatmg and relieving American seamen impressed into the British Navy ; 
which was read, and ordered to lje on the table. ; 

-  ¥ov. HE—63 
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A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

. Mr. Speaker + The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An act for the government 
of the Navy of the United States,” with an amendment; to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. The Senate have also passed the bill, entitled “An act to es- 
tablish the compensations of the officers employed in the collection of the‘duties on 
imports and tonnage, and for other purposes,” with several amendments ; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred, on the 
thirteenth of December last, the petition of John Rogers, made a report ; which was 
read and considered : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of the said John Rogers cannot be granted. 

The House, according to.the order of the day, again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act for the better 
organizing of the troops of the Unitcd States, and for other purposes ;” and, after some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that 
the committee had, according to order, again had the said bill under consideration, and 
made several amendments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 
the.same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

A motion was then made and seconded further to amend the said bill, at the Clerk’s 
table, by striking out, in the twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth lines of the 
first section, the following words : “the number of privates raised, and to be raised, for 
the regiments of infantry heretofore authorized, shall not exceed the number, respective- 
Jy, for which provision hath been heretofore made by law;” and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
the words ‘no part of the increase provided by this act shall take place :” 

And, the question being taken thereupon, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, Nays 45 


The ycas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


> 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 

Richard Brent, 

Robert Brown, 

Samuel J. Cabell, 

John Chapman, 
‘Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 

John Clopton, 

Thomas T, Davis, 

John Dawson, 

George Dent, 

Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 

John Fowler, 

Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Albert Gallatin, 

James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 

John A. Hanna, 

Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
“Joseph Heister, 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Stephen Bullock, 


David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
William Matthews, 
Blair McClenachan, 
Joseph McDowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 
Josiah Parker, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
‘Thomas Sumter, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Williams. 


Christopher G. Champlin, 
James Cochran, 

William Craik, 

Samuel W. Dana, 

John Dennis, 

‘William Edmond, 
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Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 

| William Barry Grove, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 
‘Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
James H. Imlay, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 


Isaac Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney; 
John Reed, 

Sohn Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, ` 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 


| Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 


Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Waln, and 


Lewis R. Morris, John Williams. 
Harrison G. Otis, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be read the third time to-morrow. i 

The House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled ‘ An act providing compensation for the marshals, clerks, attorneys, ju- 
rors, and witnesses, in the Courts of the United States, and to repeal certain parts of the 
acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes :’ Whereupon, ; 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendments. , 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act to augment the salaries of the officers 
therein mentioned,” was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-day. 

The House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled ** An act to grant an additional compensation, for the year one thousand. 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, to certain officers of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States :? Whereupon, N 

Resolved, 'Yhat this House doth agree to the said amendments, with an amendment. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. ; 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported thatthe com- 
mittee had examined the following enrolled bills, to wit : one entitled “ An act to alter 
i the stamp duties imposed upon foreign bitls of exchange and bills of lading, by an act, 
entitled ‘An act laying duties on stainped vellum, parchment, and paper,’ and further 
to amend the same ;” another entitled ‘An act concerning French citizens that have 
been, or may be, captured and brought into the United States ;” and another entitled , 
« An act altering the time of holding the District Court in Vermont ;” and had found i 
the same to be truly enrolled : Whereupon, 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bils. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acqaint the Senate therewith. 

"The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act to augment the salaries 
of the officers therein mentioned ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Rutledge reported that the committee had, according to 
order, had the said bill under consideration, and made no amendment thereto. ae 

On the question that the said bill be read the third time, 


7 
2 EE D a E 2 
{t was resołved in the affirmative, Nave in rs 


‘The yeas and nays being demanded by one fifth of the members present, 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
John Allen, Samuel W. Dana, 


Bailey Bartlett, John Dennis, 


James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 

David Brooks, 

Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
James Cochran, 

William Craik, 


George Dent, 

William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 

Abicl Foster, 

Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 


500 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE £1799. 


Henry Glen, Josiah Parker, 

Chauncey Goodrich, Thomas Pinckney, 

William Gordon, John Reed, i 

Roger Griswold, John Rutledge, jun. 

William Barry Grove, James Schureman, 

Robert Goodloe Harper, Samuel Sewall, 

Thomas Hartley, William Shepard, 

William Hindman, Thomas Sinnickson, 

Hezekiah L. Hosmer, ; Nathaniel Smith, 

James H. Imlay, Samuel Smith, 7 

Edward Livingston, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 

Samuel Lyman, George Thatcher, 

James Machir, Richard Thomas, 

William Matthews, Mark Thomson, 

Lewis R. Morris, John E. Van Alen, 

_ Harrison G. Otis, Peleg Wadsworth, and 

Isaac Parker, Robert Waln. . 
Those who voted in the negative, arc, 

Abraham Baldwin, David Holmes, 

David Bard, Walter Jones, 

Robert Brown, Matthew Locke, 

Samuel J. Cabell, Matthew Lyon, 

John Chapman, Nathaniel Macon, 

Thomas Claiborne, Blair McClenachan, 

William Charles Cole Claiborne, Joseph McDowell, 

Matthew Clay, Anthony New, 

John Clopton, John Nicholas, 

Thomas T. Davis, Tompson J. Skinner, 

John Dawson, William Smith, 

Joseph Eggleston, Peleg Sprague, 

Lucas Elinendorf, Richard Sprigg, 

William Findley, Richard Stanford, 

John Fowler, Thomas Sumter, 

Albert Gallatin, Abram Trigg, 

James Gillespie, John Trigg, 

Andrew Gregg, Philip Van Cortlandt, 

John A. Hanna, Joseph B. Varnum, 

Carter B. Harrison, Abraham Venable, and 

Jonathan N. Havens, Robert Williams. 


Joseph Heister, 


Ordered, That the said bill be now read the third time. 
The said bill was, accordingly, read the third time ; 
And, on the question, that the same do pass, 


Veasieeeesg nels ec SQ, 
Nays we-e cere coe 40. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
‘Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Tt was resolved in the affirmative, 


John Allen, Dwight Foster, 
Bailey Bartlett, Jonathan Freeman, 
James A. Bayard, Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Jonathan Brace, Henry Glen, 
David Brooks, Chauncey Goodrich, 
Stephen Bullock, , William Gordon, 
Christopher G. Champlin, Roger Griswold, 
James Cochran, Wiiliam Barry Grove, 

‘ William, Craik, Robert Goodloe Harper, 

Samuel W. Dana, Thomas Hartley, 

John Dennis, William Hindman, 
George Dent, Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 
William Edmond, James H. Imlay, 
Thomas Evans, Edward Livingston, 


Abiel Foster, Samuel Lyman, 
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James Maehir, 
William Matthews, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

John Rutledge, jun. 
James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 


` Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, . 
John Chapman, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, 
Thomas T. Davis, 
John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
John Fowler, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
John A. Hanna, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
Joseph Heister, 
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Wiliam Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, - 
John E. Van Alen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, and 
Robert Waln. 


David Holmes, 

Walter Jones, 
Matthew Locke, 
Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 

John Nicholas, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 

Peleg Sprague, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumter, : 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Joseph B. Varnum, 
Abraham Venable, and 
Robert Williams. 


Ordered, "That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. » 
‘The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 
‘And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning eleven o’clock. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1799, 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act for the better organizing of the 
troops of the United States, and for other purposes,” together with the amendments 
agreed to yesterday, was read the third time ; 

And, on the question, that the same do pass, 

lt was resolved in the affirmative, 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

A petition of Stephen Powers, of the county of Hampshire, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, was presented to the House and read, praying relief in the case of the balance of 
pay and other emoluments due to him for services rendered the United States, as asol- 
dier in the third regiment of the Massachusetts line on Continental establishment, during 
the Revolutioaary war with Great Britain, which was received by the Paymaster of the 
said regiment, and withheld by him from the petitioner. 5 

Also, a petition of Alexander Spotswood; praying that he may receive a grant from 
the United States for six thousand acres of land, due for his services as a Colonel in the 
Virginia line on Continental establishment, during the Revolutionary war with Great 
Britain, which land has been located and surveyed by virtue of ‘warrants issued from 
the Land Office in the State of Virginia, within the district of country reserved for 
the officers and soldiers of the said State. 

Also, a petition of John McVickar, of the city of New York, merchant, executor of 
Archibald McVickar, deceased, praying compensation for a quantity of spirits and gin 
which was furnished by the deceased, in the State of New Jersey, for the use of the 
Continental army, some time in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven. 

Also, a petition of Elizabeth Montgomery, of the county of New Castle, in the State 
of Delaware, praying the liquidation and settlement of a claim for sundry, supplies fur- 
nished by the petitioner to the Army of the United Stites, during the Revolutionary war 
with Great Britain. 
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Ordered, That the said petitions do lie on the table. ; 
` The House proceeded to consider the amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
_ bill, entitled “An act for the government of the Navy of the United States ?? Where- 
upon, 
Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendment. : 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, àc- 
companying his report on the petition of Dwight, Hooker, and Dwight, Charles Jencks 
and Company, and Levi Wells and Company, referred to him by order of the House 
on the fifth of July last ; which were read, and ordered to be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, with instruction to report thereon by bill, or otherwise. 

The House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled ‘An act to establish the compensations of the officers employed in the 
collection of the duties on imports and tonnage, and for other purposes :? Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendments. ; 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself intoa Committee of the 
Whole House on the report of the committee, of the twenty-first instant, relative to the 
publication of the Constitution of the United States, and the amendments which have 
: been made thereto; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the 

chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, according to order, had 
the said report under consideration, and come to several resolutions thereupon ; which 
he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same were severally twice read, and | 
agreed to by the’ House, as follow : s 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of State ought to be authorized and required to cause 
all laws of the United States which shall be passed atthis session, and hereafter passed, 
and which are to take effect from the passing, to be printed in some one or more news- 
papers in each State, as soon after the passing as conveniently can be. 

‘c Resolved, That, in addition to the number of copies of the laws now required to be 
printed at the end of each session of Congress, there ought to be printed five thousand 
Copies; one copy thereof to be distributed to cach of the Judges of the Courts of the 
United States; one copy to each of the Clerks of the said Courts, for the use of the 
said Courts ; and one copy to each of the Marshals and District Attorneys of the United 
States ; the rest to be furnished according to the rule for apportioning Represcntatives 
to the several States; and that they ought to be sent to the Executives of the several 
States, to be by them distributed according to the usage of the States, respectively, as to 
their own laws. 

«© Resolved, That two thousand copies of the Constitution of the United States, and 
of the amendments which have been made thercto, ought to be printed for the use of 
the members of this House. 

“ Resolved, That a copy of the Constitution of the United States, and of the amend-. 
ments which have been made thereto, ought to be added to each copy which is to be 
made of the laws of the present session of Congress. 

c Resolved, That the resolution for authorizing and directing the Secretary of State 
to cause to be printed forty thousand copies of the Constitution of the United States, ` 
ought not to be adopted.” 

Ordered, ‘That a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant to the first, second, and fourth of 
the said resolutions ; and that Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Goodrich, and Mr. William C. C. Clai- 
borne, do prepare and bring in the same. : 

My. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred on the 
tenth of December last, the petition of N. H. S. Fournier, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. : 

Mr. Brooks, from the committee to whom were referred the memorials of Lewis 
Garanger, in behalf of himself and his brother Charles Garanger, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table.. f 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committees of the 
Whole House on the bill to revive and continue in force certain parts of the “ Act for 

‘the relief and protection of American seamen,” and to amend the same; and, after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker re- 
ported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under considera- 
tion, and made no amendinent thereto. 

~_ Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-day. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill authorizing a detachment from the Militia of the United 
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States ;? and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, according. to order, had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment thereto. j RE 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-day. 
© Mr. Wadsworth; from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee had examined two enrolled bills, to wit: one entitled “An act to amend the 
act, entitled-* An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the 
enumeration of slaves within the United States ;” and another entitled ‘*An act pro- 
viding compensation for the Marshals, Clerks, Attorneys, Jurors, and Witnesses, in the 
Courts of the United States, and to repeal certain parts of the acts therein mentioned, 
and for other purposes ;” and had found the same to be truly enrolled: Whereupon, | 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bills. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to alter and discontinue several post roads, and to establish 
others; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill 
under consideration, and made some progress therein. 

On the question that this House will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the said bill, 

É passed in the negative. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr: Speaker: The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An act. to erect a beacon 
on Boon Island.” The Senate disagree to the amendment proposed by this House to. 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled ‘“ An act to grant an additional com- 
pensation, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to certain officers, 
of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States.” And then he with- 

rew. : 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to amend the act, entitled “An act regulating the grants of 
land appropriated for military services, and for the Society of the United Brethren for 
propagating the Gospel among the Heathen ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. 
Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, 
according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendment, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-day. i 

An engrossed bill to amend the act, entitled ‘* An act to amend the act, entitled € An 
act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for the Society 
of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospcl among the Heathen,” was read the 
third time. . 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘ An act to amend the act, 
entitled ‘ An act regulating the grants of land appropriated for military services, and for 
the Society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel among the Heathen.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to revive and continue in force certain parts of the ** Act for the re- 
lief and protection of American seamen, and to amend the same,” was read the third 
time. i 

‘Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘ An act to revive and con- 
tinue in force certain parts of the ‘ Act for the relief and protection of American sea- 
men, and to amend the same.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill authorizing a detachment from the militia of the United States was 
read the.third time. $ f 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “ An act authorizing a de- 

_ tachment from the militia of the United States.” 

Ordered, ‘That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate and desire 
their concurrence. 

Thé House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill making appropriations for the support of the Naval establish- 
ment, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine; and, after some time 
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spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that 
the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made 
severalamendments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third, 
time to-morrow. i : 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill making additional appropriation for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, according to 
order, had the said bill under consideration, and made several amendments thereto; 
which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same were severally twice read, 
and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the salary of the Assistant Postmaster General ought to be established 
at two thousand dollars per annum, from the commencement of the present year : 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
immediately. 

The House, accordingly, resolved itself into the said committee; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the 
committee had, according to order, had the said motion under consideration, and di- 
rected him to report their agreement to the resolution contained therein, without amend- 
Ment; ~ , 

z __ And, on the question that the House do concur with the Committee of the Whole 
House in their agreement to the same, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant to the said resolution; and that 
Mr. Varnum, Mr. Dawson, and Mr. Gordon, do prepare and bring in the same. 

The House proceeded to re-consider their amendment disagreed to by the Senate to 
their amendment to the bill, entitled “An act to grant an additional compensation, for 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to certain officers of the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the United States °? Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth insist on their said amendment to the amendment. 

Resolved, ‘That a conference be desired with the Senate on the subject-matter there- 
of; and that Mr. Isaac Parker, Mr. Cochran, and Mr. Grove, be appointed managers at 
the said conferente, on the part of this House. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill to authorize the sale of certain lands between the Great and 
Little Miami rivers, in the territory of the United States Northwest of the Ohio, and for 
giving a pre-emption to certain purchasers and settlers; and, after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the com- 
mittee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made several 
amendments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the same were 
severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. ~ 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee. did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for his approbation, 
the following enrolled bilis, to wit: one entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration 
of slaves within the United States ;” another entitled “ An act to alter the stamp duties 
imposed upon foreign bills of exchange and bills of lading, by an act, entitled € An act 
laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper,’ and further to amend the 
same ;” another entitled “An act providing compensation for the Marshals, Clerks, 
Attorneys, Jurors, and Witnesses, in the Courts of the United States, and to repeal certain 
parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes ; another entitled “ An 
act concerning French citizens that have been, or may be, captured and brought into 
the United States” and another entitled “An act altering the time of holding. the 
District: Court ih Vermont.” f 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill for the relief of Comfort Sands, and others; and, after some 
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time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported > 
that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and 
made no amendment thereto. . - . , : 

Ordered, ‘That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The several orders of ‘the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning ten o’clock. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 1799. 


Ordered, That Mr. Cabell have leave to be absent from the service of the House, from 
this day, for the remainder of the session. 

Anengrossed bill making appropriations for the support of the Naval establishment, 
for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘‘An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Naval establishment, for the year one thousand seven hundred. 
and ninety-nine.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

Anengrossed bill making additional appropriations for the year one thousand seyen 
» hundred and ninety-nine was read the third time. i 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, ‘An act making additional 
appropriations for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine.” ` 5 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. y 

An engrossed bill to authorize the sale of certain lands between the Great and Little 
Miami rivers, in the territory of the United States Northwest of the Ohio, and for 
giving a pre-emption to certain purchasers and settlers, was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “An act to authorize the 
sale of certain lands between the Great and Little Miami rivers in the territory of the 
United States Northwest of the Ohio, and for giving a pre-emption to certain purchasers 
and settlers.” - 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill for the relicf of Comfort Sands and others was read the third time ; 
- And, on the question that the same do pass, 


Yeas coc. cseeavee 56, 
NayS .ceeceeceeee 15. 
The yeas and nays being demanded by one fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
John Allen, 
Abraham Baldwin, 
Bailey Bartlett, 
Jonathan Brace, 
Richard Brent, 
David Brooks, | 
Stephen Bullock, 
John Chapman, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
‘William Hindman, 
David Holmes, 
Hezckiah L. Hosmer, 
Walter Jones, 

Samuel Lyman, 


William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
John Clopton, i 
James Cochran, . 
William Craik, f 
John Dennis, 

Wiliam Edmond, 

Lucas Elmendorf, 

Thomas Evans, 

Abiel Foster, 

Dwight Foster, 

Jonathan Freeman, 

Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Chauncey Goodrich, 

William Gordon, 

ohn A. Hanna, 


Vor. Wit. —64 


Joseph M’Dowell, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Anthony New, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
isaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
‘Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
‘Tompson J. Skinner, 
Nathaniel Smith, , 
Samuel Smith, 
Peleg Sprague, 
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Richard Stanford, : John E. Van Alen, 
Thomas Sumter, i Philip Van Cortlandt; 
George Thatcher, Joseph B. Varnum, . 
Richard Thomas, : Robert Waln, and 
John Trigg, “John Williams. 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

` Thomas T. Davis, James Machir, 
George Dent, ` Nathaniel Macon, 
Josepi Eggleston, . William Matthews, 
Albert Gallatin, : . Thomas Sinnickson, 
James Gillespie, Richard Sprigg, 
Willam Barry Grove, Mark Thomson, and 
Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Tillinghast. 


Matthew Locke, 


Resolved, That the title be, “An act for the relief of Comfort Sands, and others.” 

Ordered, Yhatthe Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement, made to him by the Commissioner of the Revenue, of the 
official emoluments of the officers employed in coll:cting the internal revenues of the 
United States, in pursuance of an act passed the eleventh of July, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight ; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. / 

_Mr. Harper, from the Committee of Ways and Means, presented, according to order, 
_abillrespecting distillers of geneva; which was received, and read the third time. 
On motion, i . 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed toa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House immed.ately. ; 

The House, accordingly, resolved itsclf into the said committee ; and, after some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported. - 
„that the committee had, according to ordcr, had the said bill under consideration, and 
made noamendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-day. 

Mr. Varnum, from the committee appointed, presented, according to order, a bill for 
establishing the salary of the Assistant Postmaster General; which was received, and 
read the first time? 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-day. 

A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Shaw, his 
Secretary, notifying that the President did, yesterday, approve and sign the following 
acts, which originated in this House, to wit: one entitled “ An act to alter the stamp 
duties imposed upon foreign bills of exchange and. bills of lading, by an act, entitled 
« An actlaying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper,’ and further to amend 
the sime ;” another entitled “ An act providing compensntion tor the marshals, clerks, 
attorneys, jurors, and witnesses, in the Courts of the United States, and to repeal certain 
parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes;” and another, entitled 
<: An act to amend the act, entitled ‘ Ansct to provide for the valuation of lands and 
dwelling houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Goodrich, from the committee appointed, presented, according to order, a bill in 
addition to an act entitled “An act for the more general promulgation of the laws of 
the United States ;? which was received, and read the first time. 

Qn motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-day. ` 

A petition of sundry ancient inhabitants of the Illinois country, whose names are there- 
unto subscribed, in, behalf of themselves, and others of the said inhabitants, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, pr iat the benefit of the act passed the thirty-trst 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-ene, which directs that the lands to 
whieh the inhabitants of Vincennes have a lawful claim, shall be survcyed at the expense 
of the United States, nay also be extended to the petitioners; that the donation of four 
hundred acres of land, made to eace of the said inhabitants, by a resolve of Congress, 
of the twenty-ninth day of August, one thousand seven hundred-and eighty-eight, may 


t 
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be directed to bé laid off on good and unappropriated lands on the waters of -Kaskaskia 
creek, in the neighborhood of their settlement; and, together with all the’ lands they 
lawfully possess, may be surveyed and patented to them, clear and exempt from all. 
charges and expenses. a ` s 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the table. 

A message from the Sénate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An act to establish. the - 

_ post office of the United States,” with sevcral amendments; to which they’ desire the 

concurrence of this House. And then he withcrew. i 

The House, according to the order uf the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act giving eventual au- 
thority to the President of the United States to augment the Army ;” and, after some ~ 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported 
that the committee had, according to order, bad the said bill under consideration, and 
made an amendment, thereto which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same was read. 

The House then proceeded to consider the said amendment; and, the same being again 
read, inthe words following, to wit: . . 

Strike out, from the sixth, seventh, and eighth lines ofthe sixth section, the following 
words: “ butthe said volunteersshalinot be compelled to serve out of the State in which they 
reside, unless their voluntary services shall have been previously obtained:” 

The question was taken thereupon, 


els Peoria YEas EET EE TEE A 51, 
And resolved in the affirmative, $ E ag 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


George Baer, jun. Edward Livingston, 
Abraham Baldwin, Matthew Locke, 
David Bard, Matthew Lyon, 
Tho:nas Blount, Nathaniel Macon, 
Richard Brent, < William Matthews, i 
Robert Brown, Blair M’Clenachan, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Thomas Claiborne, Anthony New, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Josiah Parker, 
Matthew Clay, James. Schureman, 
John Clopton, Thomas Sinnickson, 
John Dawson, Tompson J. Skinner, 
George Dent, Samuel Smith, 
Joseph Eggleston, William Smith, 
Lucas Elmendorf, ` Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
William Findley, Peleg Sprague, 
John Fowler, Richard Sprigg, 
Albert Gallatin, Richard Stanford, 
James Gillespie, ‘Thomas Sumter, 
Andrew Gregg, Thomas Tillinghast, 
John A. Hanna, Abram Trigg, 
Carter B. Harrison, John Trigg, z 
Jonathan N. Havens, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph Heister, Joseph B. Varnufn, w 
David Holmes, Abraham Venable. 

` Walter Jones, 

‘Those who voted in the negative, are, 

John Allen, Samuel W. Dang, 
Bailey Bartlett, . John Dennis, 
James A. Bayard, William Edmond, 
Jonathan Brace, Thomas Evans, 
David Brooks, Abiel Foster, 
Stephen Bullock, Dwight Foster, 
Christopher G. Champlin: Jonathan Freeman, 
James Cochran, Henry Glen, 


William Craik, Chauncey Goodrich, 
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5 
William Gordon, ‘Isaac Parker, 
Roger Griswold, Thomas Pinckney, 
William Barry Grove, John Reed, 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 

~ James H. Imlay, 


Samuel Sewall, 


- William Shepard, 


Nathaniel Smith, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 


John Wilkes Kittera, Mark Thomson, 
Samuel Lyman, John E. Van Alen, 
James Machir, Peleg Wadsworth, 


Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 


Robert Waln, and 
John Williams. 


A motion was then made and seconded further to amend the said bill, by striking out, 
from the second and third linés of the second section, the following words: “whenever 
it shall appear to him expedient, if during the session, with their advice and consent, if in 
their recess,” and inserting in lieu theref, ‘in the recess of the Senate:” 

And, the question being taken thereupon, s 


Yeas oo cevcees reese 39, 
Naysrrrsrsrerseses es S6. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
“Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


It passed in the negative, 


Abraham Baldwin, 
David Bard, 

Thomas Blount, 
Richard Brent, 
Robert Brown, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
Thomas Claiborne, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
Matthew Clay, 

John Clopton, 

John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
John Fowler, 

Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Andrew Gregg, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 


‘Those who voted in the negative, are, 


John Allen, 
George Baer, jun. 
Bailey Bartlett, 
James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Bracc, 
David Brooks, 
Stephen Bullock, 

_ Christopher G. Champlin, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
George Dent, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 


Joseph Heister, 
David Holmes, 
Walter Jones, 
Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair McClenachan 


_ Joseph M‘Dowell, 


Anthony New, 
Tompson J. Skinner, 
William Smith, 

Richard Stanford, 
Thomas Sumpter, 
Abram Trigg, 

John Trigg, 

Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joseph B. Varnum, and 
Abraham Venable. 


Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 

Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
John A. Hanna, 

Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
Wiliam Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


- James H. Imlay, 


John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 

Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
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John Reed, .. Richard Sprigg, 
James Schureman, George Thatcher, 
Samuel Sewall, . , Richard Thomas, 
William Shepard, Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Sinnickson, Thomas Tillinghast, 
Nathaniel Smith, Jobn E. Van Alen, 
Samuel Smith, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, Robert Waln, and 


Peleg Sprague, John Williams. 


The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments, ordered to be read the third time to-day. è 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported thatthe com- 
mittee did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for his approbation, 
an enrolled bill, entitled “An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage.” i 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: í am directed to inform this House that, the Vice President being absent, 
the Senate have proceeded to the choice of a President pro-tempore, and the Honora- 
ble James Ross has been duly elected. The President of the United States has notified 
the Senate that, yesterday, he approved and signed two acts, which originated in the 
Senate : one entitled “An act concerning French citizens that have been, or may be, 
captured and brought into the United States ;”’ and another, entitled “ An act altering 
the time of holding the District Court in Vermont.” The Senate have passed the bill, 
entitled “ An act to regulate and fix the compensation of the clerks ;” also, the bill, 
entitled ‘An act authorizing an augmentation of the Marine Corps.” And then he 
withdrew. i i 
., The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act giving eventual authority to the Pre. 
sident of the United States to augment the Army,” with the amendments agreed to by 
the House, was read the third time ; 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 


YEAS oo cece e ene 4, 
Nays...cceeseee Al 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, 


John Allen, James H. Imlay, 
George Baer, jun. John Wilkes Kittera, 
Bailey Bartlett, Samucl Lyman, 


James A. Bayard, 
Jonathan Brace, 
David Brooks, 
Stephen Bullock, 
Christopher G. Champlin, 
James Cochran, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Dennis, 
George Dent, 
William Edmond, 
Thomas Evans, 
Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, 
Jonathan Freeman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Gordon, 
Roger Griswold, 
William Barry Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley; 

. William Hindman, 
Hezekiah L. Hosmer, 


James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
John Reed, 

James Schureman, 
Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas: Tillinghast, 
John E. Van Allen, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Robert Wain, and 
John Williams. 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 


Abraham Baldwin, Joseph Heister, 

David Bard, David Helmes, 

Thomas Blount, . Walter Jones, ` 
Richard Brént, Edward Livingston, 
Robert Brown, Matthew Locke, 
Samael J. Cabell, Matthew Lyon, 
Thomas Claborie, 7 ` Nathaniel Macon, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Matthew Clay, Joseph M‘Dowell, 
John Clopton, Anthony New, 

Joon Dawson, Toinpson J. Skinner, 
Joseph Eggleston, Wiliam Smith, 

Lucas Ebnendorf, Richard Sprigg, 
Wiiam Findley, Richard Stanford, 

John Fowler, Thomas Sumter, 
¿Albert Galiatin, Abram Trigg, 

James Gillespie, John Trigg, 

Andrew Gregg, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
John A. Hanna, Joseph B. Varnum, and 
Carter B. Harrison, Abraham Venable. 


Jonathan N. Havens, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : , 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate agree to the conference desired by this House on the sub- 
ject-matter of the bill, entitled ‘An act to grant an additional compensation, for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to certain officers of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States ;” and have appointed managers to at- 
tend the said conference, on their part. The Senate have agreed to some, and disa- ` 

ced to other of the amendments proposed by this House to the bill, entitled “An 
-act for the better organizing of the troops of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses.” And then he withdrew. l 

On motion, 

Ordered, That there be a call of the House to-morrow morning, at half past ten 
o'clock. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow. 

. And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning ten o’clock. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 1799. 


Pursuant to the order of yesterday, the Clerk proceeded to a call of the House, and 
ninety-two members, (inciuding the Speaker) appeared in their places. 
` Tie absentees being then called over and noted, it appeared that fourteen members 
were absent; three of whom have obtained leave ; three are sick and unable to attend ; 
three have not appeared in their seats during the session ; and five, for whom no ex- 
cuses, or insufficient excuses were made, fhilcd to be present at the call. 

Mr. Bard, Str. Davis, Mr. Harper, Mr. Sewail, and Mr. Samuel Smith, the five last 
mentioned absentees, appearing after the cull, and, being required thereto by the Speak- 
er, apologized for ther absence, and were accordingly excused by the House. 

‘A petiton of sundry inhabitants of the county of Lanzaster, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, was presented to the House and read, stating their disapprobation of certain 
laws passed at the last session of Congress, and praying a repeal of the same. 

Ordered, That the sud petition do he on tne table. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Coumnerce and Manufactures, to whom were re- 
ferred, on the fourteenth, fifteenth, twenty-eighth, and thirty-first of January last, the 
petitions of Pratt and Kintzmg, of F. H. Holtzbecher, of John Miller, junior, and of 
J. Gourjon, be discharged from the consideration thereof; and that the petitioners, re- 
spectively, have leave to withdraw their said petitions. 

Mr. Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom were referred, on the 
fifteenth ultimo, the petitions of Nathaniel L. Savage, and of Francis Tyree, and the 
the memorial of Christiana Hawtyn, made a report; which was read and considered : 
Whereupon, - : 

Recoived, That Nathaniel L. Savage, Francis Tyree, and Christiana Hawtyn, have ~ 
leave to withdraw their said petitions and memorial. 
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An engrossed bill respecting distillers of geneva was read the third time. 
On motion, : . 
Ordered, That the said bill be recommitted to a Committee of the Whole House im- ` 
mediately: ; 

The House, accordingly, resolved itself into the said committee; and, after: some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and. Mr. Josiah Parker reported: 
that the committec had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration; and. 
made an amendment thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 

. same. was twice read, and agreed to by the House. ae 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendment, be presently engrossed, and: read- 
the third time. > E A aa 
The said bill, as amended, being brought in engrossed, was read the third third time; 
And, on the question that the same do pass, ~ 
{t was resolved in the attirmative. 
Resolved, ‘What the title be, “An act respecting distillers of geneva.” 
Ordered, That the Clerk of this Hottse do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 
A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Shaw, his 
Secretary, notifying that the President did, this day, approve and sign an act, which 

` originated in this House, entitled “ An act to regulate the collection of duties on im- 
ports and tonnage.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, ; 
Another message, ia writing, was received from the President of tie United States, 
by Mr. Shaw, his Secretary, as followceth : . 


Gentlemen of the Senate, und: Gentlemen of the House of Representatives - 


; ES 

Judging it of importance to the public that the Legislature should beinformed of the 
gradual progress of their maritime resources, I transmit to Congress a statement of the 
vessels, with their tonnage, warlike force, and complement of mon, to which commis- 
sions, as private armed vessels, have been issued, sice the ninth of July Jast. 


JOHN ADAMS: 
Murch 2d, 1799. 


The said message and statement were read, and ordered to Ee on the table. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from tne Joint Committee for Marolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee had examined the following enrolled bills, to wit: one entitled An act for the 
government of the Navy of the United States ;” another entitled “An act to establish. 
the compensations of the officers employed in the collection of the dutics on imports 
and tonnage, and for other purposes ;” another entitled “ An act authorizing an augs, 
mentation of the Marine Corps; another entitled “An act to erect a beacon on Boon 
Island ;” another entitled “An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks ;? 
and another entitled “An act to augment the salaries of the officers thercin mention- 
ed;” and had found the same to be truly enrolled: Whereupon, 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bills. ; 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, 

The House proceeded to consider tie amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act to establish the post office of the United States :? Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendinents. i 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House proceeded to reconsider their amendments, disagreed to by the Senate, 
to the bill sent from the Senate, cutitied «An act for the better organizing of the troops 
of the United States, and for other purposes ?? Whereupon, ` : 

Resolved, That this House doth recede from their first, third, and fifth amendments. 

Resolved, That this House doth insist upon their second amendment to the said bill. 

Resolved, That a conference be desired with the Senate on the subject-matter of the 
said. second amendment; that Mr. Harper, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Otis, be. appointed 
managers at the said conference on the part of this House, and that the said managers 
have leave to sit during the sitting of the House. l 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittce did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for his approbation, 
the following enrolled bills, to wit: one enti:led “ An act for the government of the Navy 
of the United States ;” another entitled ** An act to establish the compensations of the of- 
ficers employed in the collection of the duties on imposts and tonnage, and for other pur. 
poses ;” another entitled “An act authorizing an augmentation of the Marine Corps ;” 
another entitled ‘An act to erect a beacon on Boon Island ;” another entitled 4 An act 
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to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks ;” and another entitled “ An act to aug- 
ment the salaries of the officers therein mentioned.” 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itsclf into a Committee of 
the. Whole House on the bill for establishing the salary of the Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
eral ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment thereto. , 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read the third time to-day. 

A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Shaw, his 
Secretary, notifying that the President did, this day, approve and sign the following 
acts, which originated in this House, to wit: one entitled “An act.to regulate and 
fix the compensation of clerks ;” another entitled “An act authorizing an augmenta- 
tation of the Marine Corps;” another entitled “ An act to establish the compensations 
of the officers employed in the collection of the duties on imports and tonnage, and for 
other purposes ;”? another entitled “An act to erect a beacon on Boon Island ;” and 
another entitled “ An act for the government of the Navy of the United States.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Isaac Parker, from the managers appointed on the part of this House to attend 
a conference with the Senate on the subject-matter of the amendment proposed by this 
House to the amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act to grant an addi- 
tional compensation, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to cer- 
tain officers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States,” report- 
ed that they had, according to order, conferred with the managers appointed on the 
part of the Senate, but come to no agreement thereupon. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That this House doth recede from their said amendment to the amendment. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

An engrossed bill for establishing the salary of the Assistant Postmaster General was 
zcad the third time. 

. Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that the title be, “£ An act for establishing the 
. salary of the Assistant Postmaster General.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An act to regulate trade and 
-intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers ;? to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. The Senate have agreed to the amend- 
ments proposed by this House to the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act giving 
eventual authority to the President of the United States to augment the Army.” And 
then he withdrew. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘* An act to reform the Superior Court of the 
territory of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio,” was read the second time. 

On motion, : 

Ordered, ‘That the said bill be committed to a Committee of the Whole House im- 
mediately. 

The House, accordingly, resolved itself into the said committee; and, after some 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported 
that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration and 
made several amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 

_ the same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

The said bill, with the amendments, was then read the third time ; 

' And, on the question that the same do pass, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, 

‘The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act to regulate trade and intercourse. 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” was read the first time.. 

On motion, 

The said bill was read the second time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House immediately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said committee ; and, after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that 
the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made 
noamendment thereto. f 

The said bill was then read the third time. 
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And, on thé. question that the same do pass, oe et 
- It was resolved in the affirmative. . ; : 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. z 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act to regulate the medical 
establishment ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, according to order, had-the | 
said bill under consideration, and made no amendment thereto. Boe 

The said bill was then read the third time ; Sg Bara ok 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 

“It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered,. That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
‘Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act providing for the se- 
‘curity of bail, in certain cases ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, according.to 
order, had the said bill under consideration, and made no amendment thereto. 

~The said bill was then read the third time ; 
~ And, on the question that the same do piss, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary: ; 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have agreed to the conference desired by ‘this House on 
the subject-matter of the amendment depending between the two Houses to the bill - 
` sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act for the better organizing of the troops of the 
United States, and for other purposes.” The Senate have passed the bill, entitled 
s An act to authorize the sale of certain lands between the Great and Little Miami’ 
rivers, in the Territory of the United States Northwest of the Ohio, and for giving a 
pre-emption to certain purchasers and settlers ;” also, the bill, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of Government, for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-nine,” with several amendments to the last mentioned bill; to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. And then he withdrew. \- 

On a motion made and seconded that the House do agree tothe following resolution: . 

Resolved by the Senate axd House of Representatives of the United States of America in. 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Re- 
presentatives be authorized and dirested to subscribe, on such terms as they may deem 
eligible, for the use of the Senate and House of Representatives,-for four hundred: 
copies of the Journals of Congress, which are proposed to be published by Richard 
Folwell: : i 

The question was taken thereupon, 

And resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said resolution to the Senate, and 
desire their concurrence. . 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: ‘The Senate agree to the first, and disagree to the second and third 
amendments proposed. by this House to the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act’ 
to reform the Superior Court of the Territory of the United States Northwest of the 
Ohio,” and desire a conference with this House on the subject-matter of the said amend- 
ments; to which conference the Senate have appointed managers on their part. And 
then he withdrew. ; : 

The House proceeded to consider the said message: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the said bill and amendments be postpon. 
eduntil the next session of Congress. 

, A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker : The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An act making additional 
appropriations for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine,” with scveral 
amendments; to which they desire the concurrence of this House; also, the bill, en- 
titled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act regulating the grants of land appro- 
priated for military services, and for the Society of the United Brethren for propagating 
the Gospel among the Heathen,” with an amendment; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. The Senate have disagrced to the bill, entitled “ An act for esta- 
blishing the salary of the Assistant Postmaster General.”” ‘fhe Senate have passed the 
bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for the support of the Naval establishment, 
for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine ;” also, the bill, entitled “Ar 
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act making appropriations for the support of the Military establishment, for the year one. 

thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine.” I am directed-to inform this House that the 

President of the United States did, this day, approve and sign an act which originated. 

in the Senate, entitled “An act to augment the salaries of the officers therein mention- 

ed.”?.. And then he withdrew. © Gus : 

7 On motion, : ARS Tees 
Resolved, That there be allowed to Joseph Wheaton, Serjeant-at-Arms to this House, 

. the continuance of: his per dient compensation, for ninety days extraordinary, being a 
period which he was confined by sickness, which commenced in the service of the 
Honse, and continued after the last adjournment; and that the Clerk be authorized to- : 
pay the sarae out of the moneys appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of this 
House. ; x 

Mr. Horper, from the managers appointed on the part of this House to attend a con- 
ference with the Senate on the subject-matter of the amendment depending between, 
the two Houses to the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the better om 
ganizing of the troops of the United States, and for other purposes,” made a report; 
which was read, and considered: Whereupon, oN 

Resolved, That this House doth recede, in part, from their second amendment to the 

‘sard bil, and doth agree to the same, with an amendment and modification thereof, 
Ordered, That the Clerk of this House.do acquaint the Senate therewith. 
. The House proceeded to consider the amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for the support of Government, for the year 
one thotisand seven hundred and nincty-nine :”. Whereupon, ' 
Resolved, That this House doth agrée to the said amendments. 
<: Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 
| Mr, Dwight Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom. were referred, on. the 
, eighth, twelfth, and fifteenth ultimo, the several petitions of James Campbell, Abraham - 
Stout, Samuel Trigg, and Jonathan McNatt, made a report; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. f e, 
. Mr, Dwight Foster, from the same committee, to whom were referred the several pe- 
titions of Anthony Foster, William Clay Snipes, Maurice Beesley, Jacob Barnitz, Wilk 
‘Fam Boyce, Abraham Watson, and John Baptist Verdier, made a report; which was 
‘read, and considered: Whereupon, ; uy 

~ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be discharged therefrom, and that the farther 
‘consideration of the said petitions be postponed until the next session of Congress. 

‘The House proceeded to consider the umcndments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “Anact making additional appropriations for the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine 2? Whereupon, 

Resolves, That this House doth agree to the said amendments. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. : 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill in addition to an act, entitled “An act for the more general 
promulgation of the laws of the United States ;” and, after some time spent therein, Mr. 

"Speakerresumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported that the committee had, 
according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. - 

Ordered, That the said bill be presently engrossed, and read the third time. 

The said bill being brought in engrossed, was read the third time; 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 

Ft was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the title be, “An act in addition to an act, entitled ‘An act for the 
more general promulgation of the laws of the United States.” i 

Orderéd, That the Clerk of this House do carry the said bill to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, from the Committee of Commerce and. Manufactures, to whom 
were referred the petitions of Charles White, David Gilson, sundry merchants of the 


town of Salem, in the State of Massachusetts, and Samuel M‘Gaughey, made a report; © 0) 


which Was read, and considered : Whereupon, ts 
Resolved, "That the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures be discharged there- 
from, and that the farther consideration of the said petitions be postponed until the next 
session of Congress. : : i 
‘The House proceeded to consider thé amendment proposed by the Senate-to the 
bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act regulating the- grants of land 
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appropriated for Military services; and for the Society of the United, Brethren for prépa- 

gating the: Gospel ‘among the heathen :” Whereupon, = oo PES eee : 
Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendment... RES 
Ordered, “That the Clerk. of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith." 
And then the House adjourned until seven o’clock, post meridiem. + saka 


H : 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 1799—7 o’clock, P. Ji 3 

Ordered, That Mr. Clopton be added to the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, on” 
the part of this House ; aud that the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate there- 
with. t 

A. message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : : 

Mr. Speaker: "The Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An act in-addition to the . - 
act for the relief of sick and disabled seamen,” with an amendment; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House 3 also, the bill, entitled “ An act in addition to an act, . 
entitled ‘An act for the more general promulgation of the laws of the United States,” 
The Senate agree to the amendment and modification of the second amendment of this 
House to the bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act for the better organizing of the _ 
troops of the United States, and for other purposes.” The Senate have passed the bill, 
entitled “An act respecting distillers of geneva ;” also, the bill, entitled “An act to re- 
vive and continue in force'certain parts of the ‘act for the relief and protection of Ame- 
rican seamen,’ and to amend the same ;” also, the bill, entitled “* An act for the relief.of. 
Comfort Sands and others.” The Senate have disagreed to the bill, entitled. “An act 
authorizing the discharge of Robert Sturgeon from his present confinement.” They 
agree to the resolution of this House “authorizing a subscription for four hundred copies > 
of the Journals of Congress,” withan amendment; to which they desire the concurrence ` 
of this House. The Senate have also passed a bill, entitled © An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to fill certain vacancies in the Army and Navy;” to which ` 
they desire the concurrence of this House ; also, the bill, entitled “An act authorizing 
a detachment from the militia of the United States,” with an amendment; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. The Senate have added Mr. Wells to the Joint 
Committee for Enrolled Bills, on their part. And then he withdrew. : 

The House proceeded to consider the amendment propose: by the Senate to the bill, 
entitled ‘An act in addition to the act forthe relicf of sick and disabled seamen :” 
Whereupon, i E 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said amendment. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. S 

The House, according to the order of the day, resolved. itself into a Committee-of the 
Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled * An act vesting the ‘power of 
retaliation, in certain cases, in the President of the United States 3” and, after some. . 
time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Josiah Parker reported 
that the committee had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and 
made two amendments thereto ; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same were severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. i 

The said bill was then further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the - 
amendments, read the third time. b 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 


It was resolved in the affirmative, Nays 30 
E RA F 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth of the members present, 
` "Chose who voted in the affirmative, are, 


John Allen, ; George Dent, 

George Baer, jun. William Edmond, 
Bailey Bartlett, A Abiel Foster, 

Janes Av Bayard, Dwight Foster, 

‘David Brooks, Jonathan Freeman, 
Stephen Bullock, Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Christopher G, Champlin. Henry Glen, 

James Cochran, : . Chauncey Goodrich, 


Samuel W. Dana, ; + ~> Wiliam Gordon, 
John Dennis, p Andrew Gregg, 


sr) 
- 
© 


Roger Griswold, f 
` William Barry Grove, 
Jobn A. Hanna, 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 


Thomas Hartley, 
William Hindman,- 
. David Holmes, 


Hezekiah L. Hosmer, ~ 


James H. Imlay, 


John Wilkes Kittera, . . 


Samuel Lyman, 
James Machir, 
William Matthews, 
- Lewis R. Morris, 
Harrison ‘G. Otis, 
Isaac Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
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‘John Reed, - 
, James Schureman, 


Samuel Sewall, 
William Shepard, 
Thomas Sinnickson, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Peleg Sprague, 
George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomson, 
Thomas Tillinghast, 
John Trigg, 

John E. Van Alen, 
Joseph B. ‘Varnum, 
Peleg Wadsworth, and 


Thomas Pinckney, Robert Wain. 


Those who voted in the negative, are, 
``: Abraham Baldwin, 
Robert Brown, 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, 
` Matthew Clay, 
` John Clopton, 
John Dawson, 
Joseph Eggleston, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
William Findley, 
John Fowler; 
- Albert Gallatin, 
James Gillespie, 
Carter B. Harrison, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
‘Walter Jones, 


Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

‘The House proceeded to considerthe amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
‘bill, entitled ** An act authorizing a detachment from the militia of the United States 2" 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth uvanimously disagree to the said amendment. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The House procecded to consider the amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
resolution of this House ‘authorizing a subscription for four hundred copies of the 
Journals of Congress :? Whereupon, 

The said amendment being read, to add to the end of the resolution, the following: 
words : “ And such number of copies of deficient volumes of the setts now in print, 
as may be necessary to complete the same 7” 

The question was taken, that the House doth agree to the same, 

And resolved in the affirmative. t 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have agreed to the amendments proposed by this House 
to the bill sent from the Senate, entitled ‘An act vesting the power of retaliation, in 
certain cases, in the President of the United States.” And then he withdrew. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act authorizing the President of the 
United States to fill certain vacancies in the Army and Navy,” was read the first time. 

On motion, 
The said bill was read the second time ; and, 
On motion, 

The said bill was read the third time ; 

And, on the question that the same do pass, 

Tt was resolved in the affirmative. A 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Wadsworth; from the Joint Committee for Enrclled Bills, reported that the com- 


Edward Livingston, 
Matthew Locke, 
Matthew Lyon, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Blair M‘Clenachan, 
Joseph M‘Dowell, 
Anthony New, 
Tompson J. Skinner, . 
William Smith, 
Richard Sprigg, 
Richard Stantord, 
Thomas Sumter, 
Abraham Trigg, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, and 
Robert Williams. 


` 
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mittee had examined-the following enrolled bills, to wit: one entitled ‘An act making“ 


appropriations for the support of Government, forthe yearone thousand seven bün- 
dred and ninety-nine ;” another entitled “ An act making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Military establishment for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety~ 


nine ;” another. entitled “ An act to authorize the sale of certain lands.between:the: 


Great and Little Miami Rivers, in the territory of the United States Northwest of the 
Ohio, and for giving a pre-emption. to- certain purchasers and settlers ;”: another enti- 


tled ‘* An act to esablish the post office of the United States” another entitled” 


x 


“Anact making appropriations for the support of the Naval establishment, forthe . 


year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine ;” another entitled ‘An act to grant, 
an additional compensation, for the year one thousand seven hundred and_ninety-nine,: 
to certain officers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States ;’? 
another entitled “An act respecting distillers of geneva ;” another entitled <* An.act. 
to amend the act, entitled ‘An actregulating the grants of land appropriated for: Milita- 
ry services, and for the Society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel among” 
the Heathen ;” another entitled ‘An act in addition to an act, entitled ‘An act for 
the more general promulgation of the laws of the United States ;” another entitled 
** An act to revive and continue in force certain parts of the ‘act for the relief and 
protection of American seamen,’ and to amend the same ;” another entitled “ An act 
for the relief of Comfort Sands, and others ;” another entitled “ An act making addi- 
tional ‘appropriations for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine ;* 
another entitled “An act, in addition to the act for the relief of sick and disabled 


seamen ;” another entitled “An act providing for the security of bail, in certain ` 


cases ;” another entitled “An act giving eventual authority to the President of the 


United States to augment the Army ;” and another entitled “ An act to regulate the . 


medical establishment ;” also, an enrolled resolve ‘ authorizing a subscription. for four 
hundred copies of the Journals of Congress ;” and had found the same to be truly.en- 
rolled: Whereupon, : a 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bills and resolve. . i 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the same committee, reported that the committee did, this 


day, present to the President of the United States the last mentioned enrolled bills. 


and resolve, for his approbation. 
. On motion, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and he is hereby, authorized and direct- 
ed to pay to Thomas Claxton, Doorkeeper, out of the contingent fund, the sum of 
one hundred dollars, and to Thomas Dunn, Assistant Doorkeeper, one hundred dollars, 
for their extra.services during the present session. : ; 

A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Shaw, his. 
Secretary, notifying that the President did, this day, approve and sign the following 
acts, which originated in this House, to wit: one entitled ‘* An act to grant an addition- 
al compensation, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, to certain. 
officers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States ;” another 
entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act regulating the grants of land ap- 
propriated for Military services, and for the Society of the United Brethren for propa- 
gating the Gospel among the Heathen ;” another entitled “ An act in addition to an 
‘act, entitled ‘An act for the more general promulgation of the laws of’ the United: 
States ;” and another entitled “ Anact making additional appropriations for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine.” $ 

Ordered, Tha: the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The several orders of the day were further postponed until to-morrow, 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning ten o’clock. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1799. 


A message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr: Shaw, his 
Secretary, notifying that the President did, last evening, approve and sign the follow- 
ingacts, which originated in this House, to wit : one entitled’ “‘ An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Naval establishment, for the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-nine ;” another entitled * An act making appropriations for the sap- 
port of the Military establishment for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
nine ;” another entitled “< An act to authorize the sale of certain lands between thé Great. 
and Little Miami rivers, in the Territory of the United States Northwest of the Ohio, and. 
for giving a pre-emption to certain purchasers and settlers :” another entitled ° Anact 
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respecting distillers of geneva-;” another entitled An act making appropriations for 
the support of Government, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine 5” 

“ another entitled ‘ An act forthe relief of Comfort Sands, and others ;? another enti- 
ted“ An act to establish the post office of the United States ;” another entitled «An 

* act torevive and continue in force certain parts of the ‘act for the relief and protec- 
tion of American seamen,’ and to amend the same ;” and another entitled * An act in. 
addition to the act for the relief of sick and disabled seamen ;” also, a resolve * au: 
thorizing a subscription for four hundred copies of the Journals of Congress.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. Soak 

. ` Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the cóm- | 
mittee had examined three enrolled bills, to wit: one entitled * An act vesting the 
power of retaliation, in certain cases, in the President of the United States ;” another 
entitled An act authorizing the President of the United States to fill certain vacancies 
in the Army and Navy ;” and another entitled ‘* An act to regulate trade and intercourse 

_ withthe Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers ;” and had found the same 
to be truly enrolled: “Whereupon, 

Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bills. 

Ordered,’ That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

\ A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: X am directed to inform this House that the President of the United 
States did, yesterday, approve and sign the following acts, which originated in the Sen- 
atei: one entitled ‘* An act providing for the security of bail, in certain cases ;” another” 
entitled ‘ Anact to regulate the Medical establishment ;” and another entitled « An. 
dct givin’ eventual authority to the President of the United States to augment the 
< Army.” And then he withdrew. 

on a motion made and seconded that the House do come to the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the thanks of this House be presented to Jonathan Dayton, in testi- 
mony of their approbation of his conduct in discharging the arduous and important du- 
. ties assigned him, while in the chair: 
The question was taken that the House do agree to the same, 
And resolved in the affirmative : Whereupon, f 
Mr. Speaker made his acknowledgments to the Heuse, in the manner following : 
“No language, gentlemen, can do justice to those feelings which this second vote of 
; approbation of my conduct, after four years presidency in the House of Representa- 
tives, has excited in my breast. It would be unjust in me not to acknowledge, that to 
the support uniformly afforded, and to the confidence unremittedly reposed in me, ra- 
ther than to any merit of my own, is to be ascribed the success with which you are 
pleased to declare that the duties of the chair have been executed. 

. Permit me to Say, that, far from being displeased, I have, on the contrary, been very 
much gratified at hearing that the resolution of thanks has not been passed, as a mere 
matter of form, unanimously. Asin al public bodies, there have ever been found men 
whose approbation must be considered as.a censure, so in this honorable body there 
are, unhappily, some whose censure will be regarded by all whose esteem I value, as 
the high testimony of merit. About to abandon the seat which.I have had the honor 

- to hold in this branch of the general legislature for cight successive years, I take ad- 

vantage of the moment which precedes ourseparation, to bid you, gentlemen, an affec- 
‘tionate farewell? | M ; 

Mr. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the 


~ committee had examined an enrolled bill, entitled “An act for the better organizing 


of the troops of the United ‘States, and for other purposes,” and had found the same 
to be truly enrolled: Whereupon, 
Mr. Speaker signed the said enrolled bill. : 
Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : . 
Mr. Speaker : The Senate have postponed, until the next session of Congress, the 
farther consideration.of the bill, entitled “An act authorizing a detachment from the 
Militia of the United States.” And then he withdrew. Ss 
Mr.. Wadsworth, from the Joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
` mittee did, this day, present to the President of the United States, for. his approba- 
tion, the following enrolicd bills, to wit: one entitled ‘ An act vesting the power of 
retaliation, in certain cases, in the President of the United States ;” another entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of. the United States to fill certain vacancies in the Army 
and Navy ;” another entitled “*An-act to regulate trade and intercourse with the En- 


g 
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dian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers ? and another entitled “ € An act for 
the better organizing of the troops of the United States, and for othet purposes.” 
“ On motion, ; : : i 
Resolved, That Mr. Otis, Mr. Macon, and Mr. Brooks, be appointed.a committee om > 


the part of this House, jointly, with such committee as may be appointed on the part. 03 


of the Senate, to inform the President of the United States that Congress is ready to 
adjourn without day, unless he may have any farther. communication to make to them: ` 
Ordered, ‘That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. pe 
On motion, ; 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be authorized and directed to pay, out of the 
moneys appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of the House, the sum of one 


` hundred dollars, each, to William Lambert, the principal, and to John H. Oswald and 


Josias W. King, engrossing clerks, inthe office of the Clerk of the House, for their 
extra services during the present session. 3 i 
` À message from the Senate, by Mr. Otis, their Secretary : ; 

Mr. Speaker : L am directed to infarm this House that the President of the United 
States did, this day, approve and sign the following acts, which originated: in the Se- 
nate, to wit: one entitled “ An act vesting the power of retaliation, in certain cases,’ 
in the President of the United States ;” another entitled “ An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to fill certain vacancies in the Army. and Navy ;” ano. 
ther. entitled “* An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to 


` preserve peace on the frontiers ;” and another entitled “ An act for the better or- 


ganizing of the troops of the United States, and for other purposes.” The Senate have . 
appointed a committee on their part, jointly, with the committee appointed on the’part 
of this House, to notify the President of the United States of the proposed. recess of 
Congress. The Senate have passed a bill, entitled ‘An act to alter the time for the 
next meeting of Congress ;” to which they desire the concurrence of this House. And 
then he withdrew. j ; cee 

The bill last mentioned in the said message, was read the first time, and, opposition 
being made thereto, ny i 

The question was taken, to wit : “Shall this bill be rejected ?” 

And resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr. Otis, from the Joint Committee of the two Houses, appointed to notify the Presi- , 
dent of the United States of the proposed recess of Congress, reported that the com-’ 
mittee had, according to order, performed that service ; and that the President signi- 
fied to them that he had no farther communication to`make, but the expression of his ~ ' 
wishes for the health and happiness of the members, and a pleasant journey on-their 
return to their homes and families. 5 

On motion, : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be authorized and directed to pay, out of the 
moneys appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of the House, the sum of fifty 
dollars to Ephraim Miller, for his extra services asa laborer employed by the Doorkeep- 
er, during the present session. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate to inform them that this House, hay- 
ing completed the business before them, are now ready to adjourn without day ; and 
that the Clerk of this House do go with the said message. 

The Clerk, accordingly, went with the said message ; and, being returned, 

Mr. Speaker adjourned the House sine die. ` 
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UNITED STATES. 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Breun and held at the City of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, on Mon- 
day, the second of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, being the 
First Session of the Sixth Congress held under the Constitution of Government of the 

` United States : - 

On which day, being the day appointed by the Constitution for the annual meeting 
of Congress, the following members of the House of Representatives appeared, pro- 
duced their credentials, and took their seats, to wit : 


Abiel Foster, 
From New Hampshire, Jonathan Freeman, and 
William Gordon. 


ailey Bartlett, 
Phanuel Bishop, 
Dwight Foster, 
Harrison G, Otis, 
Silas Lee, 
Samuel Lyman, 
John Reed, 
Samuel Sewall, 
| Theodore Sedgwick, 
| William Shepard, 
George Thatcher, 
Joseph B. Varnum, 
Peleg Wadsworth, and 
Lemuel Williams. 


Jonathan Brace, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
John Davenport, 
From Connectieut, ` William Edmond, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
Elizur Goodrich, and. 
Roger Griswold. 


John Brown, and 
3 Chustopher G. Champlin. 


§ Matthew Lyon, and 
From Vermont, 2 Lewis R- oe ris: 


From Massachusetts, 


From Rhode Island, 
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from New York, 


From New Jersey, 


‘ 


Fřom Pennsylvania, 


From Maryland, 


From Virginia, 


` From North Carolina, 


Erom South Carolina, 


From Georgia, 


From Tennessee, 


( Theodorus Bailey, 
John Bird, 

William Cooper, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
Henry Glen, 

Edward Livingston, 
Jonas Platt, 

John Thompson, and 
Philip Van Cortlandt. 


John Condit, —. 

f Frankin Davenport, 
James H. Imlay, 

ae Kitchell, and 
James Linn. 


Robert Brown, 
Andrew Gregg, 
Albert Gallatin, 
John A. Hanna, 
Joseph Heister, _ 
John Wilkes Kittera, . 
Michae} Leib, 
Peter Muhlenberg, 
John Smilie, 
Richard Thomas, 
Robert Waln, and 
Ulenry Woods. 


[ George Baer, 


William Craik, 

Gabriel Christie,. 

George Dent, 

Joseph H. Nicholson, 

Samuel Smith, and 
{John Chew Thomas. 


(John Dawson, 
Thomas Evans, 
David Holmes, 
George Jackson, 
John Marshall, 
John Nicholas, 
Anthony New, 
Leven Powell, 
John Randolph, 
Abram Trigg, and 
Uohn Trigg. 
Willis Alston, 
hes Dickson, 
Archibald Henderson, 
William H. Hill, 
Nathaniel Macon, 
Richard Stanford, and 
David Stone. 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Abraham Nott, 
John Rutledge, jun. and 
Thomas Sumter. 


James Jones, 
’ Benjamin Taliaferro. 


William Charles Cole Claiborne. 
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And a quorum, consisting ofa majority of the whole number, being present, op 
The House proceeded, by ballot, to the choice of a Speaker, and, upon examining 
the ballots, a majority of the votes. of the whole House was found in favor of the Honor- 


` 


